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1570
The last catholic vicar previous to the reformation seems to be Roger MacGiolla Murra S.T.B. rector of Clonmore and Vicar of Ardee who died June 9th 1570

1636
See the will of James Hussey Smarmore.  C.L.A.J. Vol 8 n.4

1642
At this period the Carmelites were resident in Ardee.  We are told of a Carmelite Brother who obtained a passport to leave the town of Drogheda during the siege and who directed his steps towards Ardee to a house of his order there.  Even after the Cromwellian wars and in the period of Primate Oliver Plunket’s reign the Carmelites ministered in Ardee.  In his letter of 25 September 1671 he wrote “In my diocese there is a residence of discalced Carmelites and there is one father who preaches very well called Fr Levins.  It is probable that he belonged to the family of Levins whose ecclesiastical connection with Ardee parish was destined to be long and memorable.

1682
Rev Peter Dowdall P.P.  Ordained in 1674. He was ordained at Lisbon by the Bishop of Martine and had probably studied for the priesthood in that city.  Boyle’s visitation describes  him as popish priest of Ardee in 1692 and states that he had been so for 10 years.  He was outlawed in 1691. He registered at Ardee as Parish Priest of Ardee, Kildemock, Smarmore, Mapastown, Shanlish, Kilpatrick and Charlestown on the 11 July 1704.  He was then 51 years of age, resided at Cliudekeich, that is, at Cluide beside Oberstown.  The date of his ordination is given as 10th of October 1704 which is clearly a blunder. His sureties were Walter Usher of Mapastown and Christopher Bellew of Smarmore gent.  He was still living in 1721  when he engaged in a lawsuit with his nephew. He may have been of the same family as Primate Dowdall.

1691
In the last of forfeitures of this year the name Dominic Maguire nuper de Ardee  

( formerly of Ardee) occurs.  We should therefore presume that Primate Maguire a Dominican, laboured as a priest in Ardee previsouly to his promotion to the Primacy. 

1732 
John Sampson


This man’s name was unearthed by Fr Gogarty among papers which came possibly from Smarmore. There is a James Sampson O.P. in Drogheda in 1743 who may be the same person or of the same family.

See Fenning re Edward Sampson O.P. Drogheda 1728-1735

1743
Tully McMahon pastor of Ardee recommended for Archdeacon in a letter sent                                          by the primate to Rome 1743. This may be the same person as Patrick Matthews alias Mac Mahon described as a Friar 1744.

1755
Rev Patrick Davit O.P.   Fr Gogarty writes,  ‘It is probable that he exercised the function of Pastor of Ardee.  His remains lie buried in the cemetery of the Protestant Church.  A rudely shaped cross on the northern side of the church marks his grave and bears the following inscription:




Here lies the body of ye Revd. Father Patrick




Davit of the Holy Order of Preachers who




departed this life on the 7th day of May A.D. 




1758 aged 80 years.  Requiescat In Pace’.  

Fr Murray adds that he was from the Dundalk community.


See H.Fenning. O.P. The Irish Dominican Province 1698-1797  Dublin 1990

1758-1790
Rev Philip Levins P.P.  D.D. was born in the Parish of Dysart in county Louth.  His family have given many priests to the Archdiocese. 

Fr Murray writes that, ‘he was born in 1723, third son of James Levins and ordained in 1747/8. He left Ireland and spent eight years in Seville, Lisbon and Cadiz. He went to Rome in 1755. On his return journey home in 1758 he was arrested at Bordeaux and with three other priests was forcibly put aboard an English ship, landed at Whitehaven and handed over to the English authorities. He was released after some time and made his way home. Fr Murray writes that he may have been appointed Parish Priest at ordination as in the lists of curates, friars are to be found officiating there during his absence. He was a member of the cathedral chapter in 1750’.

Fr Gogarty writes, ‘He was ordained probably at Lisbon in Portugal in 1753 and had attained the Doctorate in Theology.  His relation, Fr Laurence Taaffe the P.P. of Haggardstown wrote to him that he should proceed to France, but as he had not the means of paying for his journey, he took passage as a chaplain on a ship sailing to the West Indies, hoping there to earn  a sum of money sufficient to take him to France or to Ireland.  On his return from the West Indies, he addressed the following interesting letter to Dr Michael O’Reilly, the Primate, in the hope that he would call him to Ireland.  The letter was preserved among the papers of Dr Rogers of Togher and thus has found its way into the possession of Canon Rogers of Ardee’.

Most Illustrious Lord,

It is not without great mental pleasure and joy of soul that I write this letter, thinking myself happy to have reached the felicity of daring to address a Father and a Bishop so illustrious, endowed with so many great merits, equally distinguished in wisdom and in learning, whose fame and dignity at home and abroad, but especially at Rome are so well known, that the command of Rev Dr Reilly is at once taken as fulfilled.

Two years ago, having finished my studies of Philosophy and Theology, and having been promoted to the Baccalaureate and the Doctorate, I received letters from my relation Laurence Taaffe by which I was assured that it was the wish of your illustrious Lordship that I should travel into France.  As I was then suffering greatly from the need of money, I could not do so, and I therefore undertook a voyage to the Indies that I might acquire the wherewithal to fulfil the desires of others and my own.

Now that I have returned safely, I at once await the commands of your illustrious Lordship, by which, whatever they may be, I shall not hesitate to abide.  I burn with the warmest desire to come to the Irish mission which I am bound by repeated vows to aid.  I desire still more to render myself  thoroughly fitted for it.  Nevertheless, I leave myself at the disposal of your Lordship whether I am to return home, or wander in France or any other country in the world: whether here or elsewhere, wherever it may be pleasing.  I shall endeavour to provide myself with food and clothing.  Should it be your determination that I shall remain a pilgrim, faculties in writing and duly sealed will be very necessary for me, that it may be known from them that I am neither a rebel nor an outlaw.  Whatever the pleasure of your illustrious Lordship shall be, nothing will be more pleasing to your most obedient and zealous son and servant in Christ who unfailing pours out prayers to God for your spiritual and temporal good.





Philip Levins


Given at Cadiz





13 August 1755

As the result of this singularly touching appeal of faithfulness, Fr Levins was called home, and he was soon appointed to the pastorate of Ardee.  Evidences of his careful zeal survive in the neatly compiled pages of the Parochial Registers.  Some twenty pages are missing from the front of the baptismal register and the earliest entry now surviving is dated 10th April 1763.  It may be regarded as certain that he had then been several years in the Parish.  He was assisted in these earlier years by Father John Clinton who was a Dominican Friar.  As early as 1761 he occupied the responsible position of Treasurer of the Cathedral Chapter, and he therefore became deeply concerned in the troubles which existed in the Archdiocese during the Primacy of Dr Blake.  Indeed he took a leading part in formulating the impeachment of the Primate and here and there in the parochial register the absence of his handwriting points to journeyings from the parish of long duration.  At least one of these absences was occasioned by a visit to Rome.  Dr Richard O’Reilly’s appointment to the see of Armagh restored the Archdiocese to tranquillity and in 1790 Dr Levins was promoted to the Parish of Dundalk.  Here as in Ardee the parochial register open with his handwriting.  He continued to rule the parish of Dundalk until his death.  His remains were brought to Dysart and buried in the same grave with his father James Levins.  The date of his obituary was the 1st of June 1794.

Tom Bellew writes the following,

Philip Levins was born in 1727 in the Parish of Togher, Co Louth.  He was a member of a family which gave many illustrious clerics to the church in the Archdiocese of Armagh, in the eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  We have no positive details of his early life, upbringing or education.  It is safe to assume, that like many of his contemporaries in the priesthood, from this area, he possibly gained his early education in Drogheda or in nearby Glaspistol with the Markey family.  After his local studies he went to the Irish College in Lisbon and completed his course of studies for the priesthood. 

His ordination took place about 1748 in Lisbon.  Following his receipt of Holy Orders, it would appear that he served as a curate in either Togher or Ardee.  He became Parish Priest of Ardee in 1758 at a youthful thirty-one years of age, and was to assume a very prominent leadership role amongst the Louth clergy in the factional contests which took place in the archdiocese during the eighteenth century.  Throughout these controversies he showed himself to be an able politician and competent letter writer to Rome.  Despite the Penal Laws, the clergy in Louth and elsewhere guarded their rights jealously, especially against those whom they referred to as 'outsiders' and who had been placed over them as Archbishops by Rome.  One of the imposed 'outsiders' was Anthony Blake, Bishop of Ardagh and Warden of Galway, who was appointed Archbishop of Armagh in August 1758. He and Philip Levins were to be the bitterest of adversaries until providence intervened with the death of Blake in Nov. 1787. 

In Nov. 1768, Levins wrote to Pope Clement XIII to complain about the manner of Blake's rule in the diocese.  He was especially incensed at the suspension of Fr Peter Markey, Parish Priest of Kilsaran, for a trivial absence from his parish and also the 'extortion' by Blake of money for ordinations.  In addition, Levins complained that Blake placed a burden on parishes during his visitations by insisting that he and his entourage be provided for.  Blake was unhappy at the Louth clergy reporting him to the Roman authorities and he warned them as to the consequences.  Not unduly concerned by his threatened censures, they once more appealed to Rome, in consequence of which, Blake was ordered by Cardinal Castelli :

‘not to molest those who had occasion to appeal to Rome - nor to begin any persecution against them’. 

In a reply to Castelli, Blake said of Levins:

'Levins would have the Diocese turned upside down with me dead or broken with labours’.

These controversies continued for many years until Blake's death in 1787 and they included the appointment and removal of Dominick Bellew as Parish Priest of Dundalk.  Levins, as already stated, was central to all these events and during them he was to assume many important positions in the rule of the diocese.  In Mar. 1776 he was appointed Dean by Anthony Nowlan and the chapter.  He was to be suspended as Dean, by Blake, in Sep. 1778 and again in May 1780 when Blake ordered him to be expelled from the Conference Hall in Dunleer.  Made of sterner stuff than Blake, Levins and his colleagues always succeeded in gaining justice in Rome, and Blake eventually retired to Galway a defeated and suspended prelate in 1781.

In 1789, Philip Levins was appointed Parish Priest of Dundalk. This was presumably at the instigation of Dr Richard O'Reilly who had been coadjutor to Blake from 1781 and assumed the Primacy on his death.  At sixty two years of age he now moved to a new parish and new challenges, ministering to a largely urban flock.  His health is stated as being poor at this stage of his life and he undertook no great enterprises or controversies after coming to Dundalk.  His death took place on 1 Jun. 1794 at the age of sixty-seven. His burial took place in his native parish of Togher, Co Louth, and a gravestone in Dysart Graveyard, inside the ruined Church, commemorates his life and work in Ardee and Dundalk.

See Murtagh p.334

1790-1810
Fr Gogarty writes, ‘Rev Charles Waters P.P. succeeded Doctor Levins.  It is believed that it was about his time that the graveyard at Ballypousta was opened and the and the annual processions commenced which have continued since to link this pretty graveyard with holy memories almost everywhere throughout the Deanery of Drogheda.  He was a native of the Parish of Ardee and he selected Ballypousta as his burial place.  His tombstone contains the following inscription:




Here lieth the remains of Rev Charles




Waters 20 years Pastor of Ardee and 




departed this life on 29th April 1810




aged 60 years.  R.I.P.   Amen’

Fr Murray adds that he had previously been curate of the parish and states that he was a native of Knockbridge.

1810-1821
Rev Peter Maguire P.P.   Fr Gogarty writes,  ‘A copy of the spectator which was his property contains his name and gives Drogheda as his address.  In October 13th 1796 the baptismal register in Drogheda records:

hujus libri curam habere coeperunt Feb 15 die 1795

RR Petrus Maguire  Jacobus Marron  Matthaeus McCann .  

He was at this date senior curate or administrator of the parish of Drogheda.  In 1799 he was transferred to Termonfeckin.  The register which he kept there is still preserved in Ardee.  He remained in Termonfeckin until 1810 and at this date he was promoted to Ardee.  He died in 1821.’

1821-1863 
Rev John Canon Levins P.P. was born of respectable parents in Dromiskin.  His mother’s name being Judith Gartlany from Clonmore.  He entered Maynooth and joined the Humanity class August 30th 1805.  In 1821 he was appointed Parish Priest of Ardee.  In 1822 an extraordinary incident caused great excitement and which give rise to some bitter controversies in the press occurred in the parish.  On a certain Thursday morning in November the parish clerk found upon the altar of the old chapel a calf’s head.  As on the previous day a band of itinerant preachers had so disgusted and annoyed the catholics, that the town was on the verge of riot and disorder, it at once was concluded by the catholics that the church had been broken into and that the laying of the calf’s head upon the altar was intended as a dastardly outrage on their beliefs in the sacramental presence of our Lord.  Fr Levins at once reported the outrage to Primate Curtis.  On the same day, without the knowledge of the Primate, a letter from an unknown correspondent appeared in Drogheda Journal detailing the outrage and apparently fixing the guilt of it upon the protestants of Ardee. A letter appeared in the Drogheda journal detailing the outrage and apparently fixing the guilt of it upon the protestants of Ardee.  Dr Curtis was disappointed that such a letter should have appeared without his knowledge and he addressed a long letter of rebuke to Fr Levins which was published in pamphlet form but believing that the outrage had been reported to him he ascribed its origin to certain inflammatory attacks upon the Catholic Church  which were made about the time by Dr Magee the Archbishop of Dublin.  Dr Curtis wrote a second letter dated 14 November 1822 to the Dublin Evening Post.  His attack upon Dr Magee drew a bitterly worded reply from a certain protestant named Washingham which was published in the Warder 23rd November.  In a postscript to this reply we find the following:


“It is understood in good authority that the perpetration of this outrage has been traced to an inhabitant of the town who is not a protestant.  The magistrates who were most laudably diligent on the occasion set on foot an inquiry where any calves had been slaughtered.  It appeared that two ‘slinks’ had been killed by the person in question, (a butcher of  the lowest rank, and of very different character) for the head of one of which he either could not or would not account.  It is further stated that a letter of thanks to the magistrates for the part they have taken has been addressed to them from the highest Roman Catholic authority which goes fully to exonerate the protestant part of the population from any share in this disgraceful occurrence”.

What appears to have been the real truth about the outrage was not known until 25 years afterwards.  Mr James Paschal Kelly, the author of the history of Drogheda up to date tells the story as he heard it from Mr Caraher.  “The real cause of the alleged insult remained a mystery but Mr Caraher gives the following explanation of the occurrence.

“Some years ago he was along with the late Very Rev Canon Levins standing in the church of Ardee, and casually mentioned the circumstance of the calf’s head to Canon Levins, when he gave the following history, the occurance which he had from Father Cavanagh, then Parish Priest of Collon, who was for a considerable time one of the curates of St Peter’s Drogheda. Whilst at Drogheda, Father Cavanagh was one day going through Scarlet street and hearing a row in a house occupied by a tinker and his wife, he entered to put an end to the quarrel.  The man was abusing his wife, and upon Father Cavanagh remonstrating with him the wife spoke up and said that, as the priest was there present she would unburthen her conscience of a secret that for many years caused her great uneasiness”.

The tinker and his wife were attending a fair at Mullacrew and indulged in some strong drink and then on the way home they quarrelled as they approached Ardee.  Previously to leaving Mullacrew the woman purchased from a butcher a calf’s head and in a fit of rage as they were passing the chapel of Ardee the man snatched the calf’s head, and flung it through one of the windows where it alighted on or close to the altar.  Horrified at the sacrilegious act, the tinker and his wife proceeded home to Drogheda and kept the secret of their part in the deed which was the occasion of so much bitterness and recrimination at the time, and fortunately made known through the accidental presence of the good priest at the quarrel referred to. 


 During his pastorate the Church of St Mary’s was raised in 1829.  The schools which are now conducted by the Christian Brothers were built and opened on 1st January 1840.  In 1856 he was created a Canon by Primate Dixon.  He passed away in 1863, greatly  beloved of his people and deeply regretted. 

1863-1883
Rev John Canon Levins P.P.  He was a nephew of his predecessor and had been his curate. A large portrait of Canon Levins hangs in Mercy Convent Ardee. 

PARISH PRIESTS
Roger MacGilla Murra:
S.T.B. Rector of Clonmore and Vicar of Ardee

Died June 9, 1570.

James Taaffe:
1633.

James Hussey:

Smarmore, Co. Louth. ?-1636-?

Carmelites:
1633-1645-?

Father Victor of St. Michael.  Father Columbanus.

Brother Angelus (beheaded 1642).

Peter Dowdall:
Born 1653.

Ordained 1674.

P.P. Ardee 1682-1721.

Primate Dominic Maguire:
A Dominican - St. Oliver Plunkett's immediate successor lived in Ardee around 1689-1690.

James?  John?  Sampson:
O.P.
P.P. Ardee ?-1732-?
Died in Drogheda Friary 1753.

Tully McMahon:
P.P. Ardee?-1743-?
Philip Levins:
Born in the Parish of Togher, Co. Louth.

Ordained 1747/1748, Lisbon.

P.P. Ardee 1758-1787.

Built the Church in John Street Ardee before the 1829 St. Mary's.

P.P. Dundalk, Co. Louth 1787-1794.  Died 1794.  Buried in Dysart, Co. Louth.

1758-1790
Rev Philip Levins P.P.  D.D. was born in the Parish of Dysart in county Louth.  His family have given many priests to the Archdiocese. 

Fr Murray writes that, ‘he was born in 1723, third son of James Levins and ordained in 1747/8. He left Ireland and spent eight years in Seville, Lisbon and Cadiz. He went to Rome in 1755. On his return journey home in 1758 he was arrested at Bordeaux and with three other priests was forcibly put aboard an English ship, landed at Whitehaven and handed over to the English authorities. He was released after some time and made his way home. Fr Murray writes that he may have been appointed Parish Priest at ordination as in the lists of curates, friars are to be found officiating there during his absence. He was a member of the cathedral chapter in 1750’.

Charles Watters:
Born in the parish of Knockbridge, Co. Louth.

C.C. Ardee 1779-1790.

P.P. Ardee 1790-1810.

Died April 19, 1810.

Buried in Ballapousta Cemetery, Ardee-

Peter Maguire:
Born in the parish of Termonfeckin, Co. Louth.

Adm.  Drogheda in 1790's.

P.P. Termonfeckin, Co. Louth 1799-1810.  

P.P. Ardee 1810-1821.

John Levins:
Born in the parish of Togher, Co. Louth 1785.

Ordained 1810.

C.C. Darver, Co. Louth.

P.P. Ardee 1821-1863.

Built St. Mary's Church, Ardee in 1829.  Died February 15,1863.

Buried in crypt of St. Mary's Church.

Remains translated to Ballapousta Cemetery, Ardee, June 5, 1975.

John Levins:
Nephew of previous pastor.

Born in the parish of Togher, Co. Louth 1823.

Ordained in 1847.

C.C. Ardee 1849-1863.

P.P. Ardee 1863-1883.

Died January 2, 1883.



Father Levins was born on the 25th March 1823, and when he was eleven years old was placed at Navan Seminary.  From Navan he went to the college at Armagh immediately on his completion, in 1839; indeed it may be mentioned as an interesting fact that he was the first student who entered the new institution.  His college career was characterised by those estimable qualities which endeared him to his parishioners in after life.  Ha was ordained at Pentecost, 1847, and after a few months stay at Drogheda he was appointed to the curacy of Ardee, of which, as we have above stated, his uncle, the late Very Rev Canon Levins was at the time parish priest.  His uncle died in 1863, and Father Levins was appointed his successor.  He was then just forty years having been born as above stated in 1823.

Andrew Rogers:
Nephew of previous pastor.

Born in the parish of Togher, Co. Louth 1847.

Ordained 1871.

C.C.  Loughgall 1871-1873

C.C.  Dungannon 1873-1873

C C. Ardee 1873-1883. 

P.P.Ardee 1883-1915. 

Died July 1, 1915

Buried in Ballapousta Cemetery, Ardee,

Patrick Lyons:
Born in the parish of Collon, Co. Louth 1875.

Ordained in 1898.

Post Graduate Studies, Maynooth 1898-1900

C.C. Upper Killeavy, Co. Armagh 1901-1902

C.C. Dundalk 1902-1910

Adm. Dundalk 1910-1915

P.P. Ardee 1915-1934

P.P. V.G., Drogheda 1934-1937

Bishop of Kilmore 1937-1949

Died April 26, 1949

Francis O'Neill:
Born in the parish of Ballinderry, Co. Derry.

Ordained 19-06-1904.

Teaching St. Patrick's Academy,

Dungannon and C.C. Dungannon,

Co. Tyrone 1904-1913.

C.C. Termonfeckin, Co. Louth 1913-1914.  

C.C. Ardee 1914-1917.

C.C. Kilkerley, Co. Louth 1917-1934.  

P.P. Ardee 1934-1935.

Retired 1935.  Died in Cumberland January 23, 1938.

John Harmon:
Born in the parish of Togher, Co. Louth 1880.

Ordained 23-06-1907.

C.C. Dromiskin, Co. Louth 1907-1908.  

C.C. Tallanstown, Co. Louth 1908-1912.  

C.C. Dungannon, Co. Tyrone 1912-1923.  

C.C. Drogheda 1923-1935.

P.P. Ardee 1935-1961.

Died December 14,1961.

Buried in Ballapousta Cemetery, Ardee.

Patrick McDonnell:
Born in the parish of Tallanstown, Co. Louth, 06-08-1903.

Ordained 23-06-1929.

C.C. Ballymacnab, Co. Armagh 1929-1932.  

C.C. Ardboe, Co. Tyrone 1932-1935.

C.C. Monasterboice, Co. Louth 1935-1937.

C.C. Crossmaglen, Co. Armagh 1937-1939.

CC. Drogheda 1939-1955.

P.P. Louth, Co. Louth 1955-1962.

P.P. Ardee 1962-1978.

Built the Church of the Nativity of Our Lady, 1974.

Died August 8, 1978.

Buried in Ballapousta Cemetery, Ardee.

Peter F. Shields:
Born in the parish of Cloughogue, Co. Armagh 1922.

Ordained in 1946.

C.C. Kilclief, Co. Down 1946-1947.

Chaplain City Hospital, Belfast 1947-1948.

Chaplain Mater Hospital, Belfast 1948-1949.

C.C. Stonebridge, Co. Armagh 1949-1950.

C C. Dundalk 1950-1975.

Adm. Dundalk 1975-1978.

P.P. Ardee 1978-1997

James Clyne:

Born in Dublin

Ordained on 19-06-1965

Chaplain Nazareth House & Assistant Curate, Portadown 1965-1968

C.C. Faughart 1968-1971

C.C. Dundalk, St Patrick’s 1971-1975

Diocesan Secretary Armagh 1975-1992

C.C. Haggardstown/Blackrock 1992-1995

P.P. Dunleer 1995-1997

P.P. Ardee 1997-

Fr Patrick Smith O.P. 

Fr Smith was born in Collon in 1867 son of John Smith and Brigid nee Sheils of Belpatrick.

He studied in Drumcondra in Dublin and graduated as a national teacher.  He later went to America to study and he died on mission in Trinidad.  He may have been related to Fr Thomas Smith who died in 1812 and whose gravestone is still to be seen in the old church in John Street.

CURATES
Terence Conway-

?-  1712 Popish Friar.  He was arrested and imprisoned.  At his trial it was proved that he was saying Mass in Ardee
John Fleming:
1712-?  Ordained in Glaspistol, Co. Louth.

Patrick Matthews:
?-  1743-.  High Sheriff’s report.

Patrick Davitt, O.P.
1755-58.  From the Dundalk Community.  Buried in Old St. Mary's Cemetery, Ardee.

John Clinton:
Friar 1758-63-. 

Jerome Clinton: 

Friar Assistant - 1 766-.

These two may be the same.

James Martin:

Born in Kilkerly 1740

C.C. Ardee 1765-1768.

P.P. Creggan, Co. Armagh 1768-1794.  

P.P. Dundalk 1794-1806.

Buried in Killencoole.

Thomas McGuinness:
C.C. Ardee 1772-1773.

Adm.  Drogheda 1773-1776.

James Crawley:

Ordained in 1772

C.C. Ardee 1773-1776.

P.P. Armagh 1776-1795.

Died 10-12-1795
Matthew Kearney:

Born in the parish of Kilkerley Co. Louth 1810

Ordained in 1843.

C.C. Kilkerley, Co. Louth.

C.C. Lordship, Co. Louth 1850-1851.

C.C. Tullyallen, Co. Louth 1851-1853.

C.C. Monasterboice, Co. Louth 1853-1862.

C.C. Ardee 1863-1864.

Adm.  Tullyallen, Co. Louth 1864-1870.

P.P. Tullyallen, Co. Louth 1870-1884.

Died June 18,1884.

Patrick Kieran:
Born in the parish of Knockbridge, Co. Louth 1819.

Ordained 1848.

C.C. Belfast.

C.C. Downpatrick, Co. Down.

C.C. Dundalk 1850-1863.

C.C. Monasterboice, Co. Louth 1863-1864.

C.C. Ardee 1864-1869.

C.C. Togher, Co. Louth 1869-1871.

P.P. Dromintee, Co. Armagh 1871-1881.

Died November 11, 1881.

Buried in Knockbridge, Co. Louth.

John Segrave:
Bom in the parish of Togher, Co. Louth 1839.

Ordained in St. Peters Drogheda by Primate

Dixon in 1861.  Had studied in the Irish

College, Rome.

C.C. Clogherhead, Co. Louth 1863-1867.  C.C. Ardee 1867-1873.

C.C. Dundalk 1873-1879.

Adm.  Dundalk 1879-1881.

P.P. Termonfeckin, Co. Louth 1881-1910.  Died May 1, 1910.

Buried in Termonfeckin, Co. Louth.

John Clarke:
Bom in the parish of Lordship, Co. Louth.  

Ordained in 22-05-1866.

C.C. Darver, Co. Louth 1866-1870.

C.C. Ardee 1870-1882.

P.P. Clogherhead, Co. Louth 1882-191 1. 

Died October 12, 1911.

Buried in Walshestown, Co. Louth.

Patrick Seagrave:
Bom in the parish of Togher, Co. Louth, 11-02-1849.

Ordained in Maynooth, 1873.

C.C. Ardee 1873-1888.

C.C. Drogheda 1888-1891.

  Adm.  Dundalk 1891-1893.

  P.P. Faughart, Co. Louth 1893-1900.

  P.P., V.G., Drogheda 1900-1934.

  Died February 13,1934,

Andrew Rogers:
Bom in the parish of Togher, Co. Louth, 20-11-1847.

Ordained in 1871.

C.C. Loughgall, Co, Armagh.

C.C. Dungannon, Co. Tyrone.

C.C. Ardee 1873-1883.

P.P. Ardee 1883-1915.

Died May 1, 1915.

Thomas Murray:
Bom in the parish of Knockbridge, Co. Louth.

Ordained in Maynooth 21-06-1874.

C.C. Stonebridge, Co. Armagh 1874-1875 

C.C. Denynoose, Co. Armagh 1875-1880  

C.C. Tallanstown, Co. Louth 1880-1882

C.C. Ardee 1882-1892

P.P. Collon, Co. Louth 1892-1907

P.P. Dromiskin, Co. Louth 1907-1922

Died 31-08- 1922.

Buried in Ballapousta Cemetery, Ardee.

Owen Breagy:
Born in Townland of Newtown, Co. Meath 1855.

Ordained in Irish College, Salamanca 1881

C.C. Darver, Co. Louth 1882-1884  

C.C. Dromintee, Co. Armagh 1884-1885

C.C. Ardee 1885-1886.

C.C. Dundalk 1886-1888.

C.C. Drogheda 1888-1902.

P.P. Tullyallen, Co. Louth 1902-1904.  

Died January 28, 1904.

Buried in Drumcar, Co. Louth,

John Byrne:
Bom in the parish of Knockbridge, Co. Louth 1846.

Ordained in 1875.

C.C. Ballygawley, Co. Tyrone 1875-1879.

C.C. Kilsaran, Co. Louth 1879-1886.

C.C. Ardee 1886-1896.

P.P. Dunleer, Co. Louth 1897-1937.  

Died 08-10-1937,

Buried in Dunleer.

Hugh McSherry:
Born in the parish of Whitecross, Co. Armagh 01-02-1852.

Studied in the Irish College, Paris.

Ordained in St. Patrick's Cathedral, Armagh, 07-02-1875.

C.C. Clogherhead, Co. Louth 1875-1882,

C.C. Tallanstown, Co. Louth 1882-1888.

C.C. Ardee 1888-1893.

Adm.  Dundalk 1893-1896.

Consecrated Coadjutor Bishop of Eastern

Vicariate, South Africa, in St. Patrick's

Cathedral, Dundalk August 2, 1896.

Retired 1938.  Titular Archbishop of Amoria.

Died April 19, 1940.

Buried with the Oblate Fathers, Inchicore, Dublin.

James Maguire:
Born in the parish of Termonfeckin, Co. Louth 1855.

Ordained in The Irish College, Salamanca in 1881.

C.C. Carrickmore, Co. Tyrone.

C.C. Clogherhead, Co. Louth 1883-1885.

CC. Forkhill, Co. Armagh 1885-1887.

C.C. Kilsaran, Co. Louth 1887-1892.

C.C. Ardee 1892-1896.

C.C. Drogheda 1896-1902.

P.P. Louth, Co. Louth 1902-1935.

Died July 2, 1935.

(Nephew of Peter Maguire, P P. Ardee 1810-1821).

Francis Murtagh:
Bom in the parish of Drogheda.

Ordained in Maynooth 1879.

C.C. Kilcurley, Co. Louth 1882-1891.

C.C. Carlingford, Co. Louth 1891-1894.

C.C. Ardee 1894-1900,

C.C. Kilsaran, Co. Louth 1900-1916.

P.P. Clogherhead, Co. Louth 1916-1923.

Died 25-07-1923.

Patrick Murtagh:
Bom in the parish of Keady, Co. Armagh 1864.

C.C. Carrickmore, Co. Tyrone 1889-1893.

C.C. Dundalk 1893-1896.

C.C. Ardee 1897-1898,

C.C. Beragh, Co. Tyrone.

C.C. Lissan, Co. Tyrone 1905-1909.  

Died February 23, 1909.

Edmund Mackin:
Born in the parish of Cullyhanna, Co. Armagh, 1865.

Ordained in 1891.

C.C. Ballinderry, Co. Derry 1891-1895

AC.  Knockbridge, Co. Louth 1895-1898

C.C. Ardee 1898-1901.

C.C Tallanstown, Co. Louth.

C.C Magherafelt, Co. Derry.

C.C Clonoe, Co Tyrone.

P.P.  Mullavilly, Co. Armagh 1921-1950.

Died October 29, 1950.

Thomas McCulla:
Born in the parish of Monasterboice, Co. Louth 1860.

Ordained in The Irish College, Salamanca,Spain.

C.C Darver, Co. Louth 1892-1896.

C.C. Dunleer, Co. Louth 1896-1898.

CC. Ardee 1898-1910.

P.P. Termonfeckin, Co. Louth 1910-1946.

Died November 2, 1946.

Peter Matthews:
Born in the parish of Darver, Co. Louth, 1875.

Ordained in 1893.

C.C Dunleer, Co. Louth.

C.C. Jonesboro, Co. Armagh.

C.C. Ardee 1901-1906.

C.C. Tallanstown, Co. Louth.

C.C. Terrnonfeckin, Co. Louth.

Died October 7, 1923.

Buried in Mosstown, Co. Louth.

Henry Callan:
Born in the parish of Monasterboice, Co Louth 1863.

Ordained in 21-06-1891.

Temporary Mission in London.

C C. Loughgall, Co. Armagh 1893-1894.

C C. Ballymacnab, Co. Armagh 1894-190

C.C. Magherafelt Co. Derry 1900-1901.

C.C. Tallanstown, Co, Louth 1901-1903.

C.C Ardee 1903-1927.

P.P Kilsarn Co. Louth 1927-1935.

Died September 4,1935.

James McKeone:
Born in the parish of Kilsaran, Co. Louth 1875.

Ordained 18-06-1899.

C.C. Lower Killeavy, Co. Armagh 1902-1906.

C.C. Ardee 1906-1908.

C.C. Dundalk 1908-1915.

Adm.  Dundalk 1915-1924.

P.P. Faughart Co. Louth 1924-1933.

P.P. Crossmaglen, Co. Armagh 1933-1947.

Died March 10, 1947.

Thomas Gogarty: 

Born in the parish of Drogheda 02-06-1877.  

Ordained in 21-06 1903.

C.C. Tullyallen, Co. Louth 1903-1904.

C.C. Termonfeckin, Co. Louth 1904-1910.

C.C. Ardee 1910-1914.

C.M. Castleknock, Co. Dublin 1915.

C.C. Louth, Co. Louth 1916-1919.

Retired.

Died May 21, 1949.  Buried in Drogheda.

Patrick Mackin:
Bom in the Parish of Cullyhanna, Co. Armagh 1877.

Ordained 1900.

C.C. Tandragee, Co. Armagh 1900-1901.

C.C. Ballymacnab, Co. Armagh 1901-1906.

C.C. Ballygawley, Co, Tyrone 1908-1912.

C.C. Ardee 1912-1925.

P.P. Tandragee, Co. Armagh 1925-1929.

Died 13-07-1929.

Buried in Poyntzpass, Co. Armagh.

Peter Rogers:
Born in the parish of Dundalk, Co. Louth.

Ordained at The Irish College, Rome in 15-07-1917.

C.C. Mullaghbawn, Co. Armagh. 1917-1920?

C.C. Dunleer, Co. Louth 1920-1925.  

C.C. Ardee 1925-1946.

P.P. Termonfeckin, Co. Louth 1946-1953.

Died January 10, 1953.

Buried in Sandpit Co. Louth.

Francis O'Neill:
Born in the parish of Ballinderry, Co. Derry.

Ordained in 19-06-1904.

Professor, St. Patrick's Academy,

Dungannon, 1904-1913.

C.C. Termonfeckin, Co. Louth 1913-1914.

C.C. Ardee 1914-1917.

C.C. Kilkerley (Stapleton Place, Dundalk) 1917-1934.

P.P. Ardee 1934-1935.

Died 23-01-1939

Austin Quinn:

Born in the parish of Derrynoose, Co Armagh 1892.

Ordained in 1915

Professor, All Hallow’s College.

C.C Ardee 1927-1930

C.C Armagh 1930-1937

Adm. Armagh 1937-1943

Bishop of Kilmore (Cavan) 1950-1972.

Retired. 

Died September 24, 1974.

Peter McKevitt:

Born in the parish of Carlingford, co.  Louth 1900.

Ordained in 21-06-1925.

C.C. Mellifont Co. Louth 1925-1930.

C.C. Ardee 1930-1935.

C.C. Dundalk 1935-1937.

Professor, Maynooth College 1937-1953.                               

P.P. Termonfeckin, Co Louth 1953-1976.

Pastor Emeritus 27th August 1976

Died November 3rd, 1976.

Peter McDonnell:

Born in parish of Knockbridge, Co. Louth.

Ordained in 17-06-1928.             

Assistant Monasterboice, Co. Louth 1928-1929.

C.C. Collon, Co. Louth 1929-1933.

C.C. Ardee 1933-1937 (First third curate)

C.C. Armagh 1937-1951.

Adm. Armagh 1951-1953.

P.P. Carlingford,Co-Louth 1953-1979.

Pastor Emeritus 1979.

Died 30-04-1981

Joseph McEvoy:

Born in the parish of Drogheda.

Ordained in 20-06-1926.

Professor, St Patrick’s College, Armagh 1926-1935.

C.C. Ardee 1935-1937.

C.C. Dundalk 1937-1950.

Adm. Dundalk 1950-1952


P.P. Faughart, Co Louth 1952-1960.

P.P. Crossmaglen, Co Armagh 1960-1965

Died April 9, 1965
 

James Doris:


Born in the parish of Cookstown, Co. Tyrone 1904.

Ordained in 17-06-1928.

Assistant Dungannon, Co. Tyrone.

C.C. Tullyallen, Co Louth

C.C. Termonfeckin, Co Louth

C.C. Ardee 1937-1940

Died April 10, 1940

Buried in Ballypousta Cemetery, Ardee

Michael O'Hanlon:
Born in the parish of Dunleer, Co. Louth.  

Ordained in 1928.

C.C. Kilsaran, Co. Louth 1928-1939.  

C.C. Ardee 1939-1946.

C.C. Blackrock, Co. Louth 1946-1952.

P.P. Knockbridge, Co. Louth 1952-1979.

Pastor Emeritus 1979.

C.C. Knockbridge, Co. Louth 1979- ????????

Diarmuid Mac Iomhair:
Bom in Dublin.

Ordained in 1931.

C.C. Togher, Co. Louth 1931-1936.

C.C. Dunleer, Co. Louth 1936-1940.

C.C. Ardee 1940-1960.

P.P. Faughart Co. Louth 1960-

Robert Callan:
Born in the parish of Drogheda.

Ordained in 19-07-1931.

Temporary Mission in England 1932-1933.

C.C. Ballygawley, Co Tyrone 1933-1937

C.C. Kilsaran, Co. Louth 1937

C.C. Ardee 1946-1957.

Died December 20, 1957.

Buried in Ballapousta Cemetery, Ardee.

Shane Cullen:
Born in the parish of Carlingford, Co. Louth.

Ordained in 21-06-1936.

C.C. Loughgall, Co. Armagh.

C.C. Termonfeckin, Co. Louth.

C.C. Ardee 1946-1969.

P.P. Kilkerley, Co. Louth 1969-1977.

P.P. Tallanstown, Co. Louth 1977-

Died 20-10-1981

William Murtagh:
Born in the parish of Dundalk.

Ordained in June 1944.

Assistant Dundalk 1944-1947.

C.C. Beragh, Co. Tyrone 1947-1949.

CC. Faughart Co. Louth 1949-1958.

C.C. Ardee 1958-1977.

P.P. Clogherhead, Co. Louth 1977-

Michael Toal:

Bom in parish of Beragh, Co. Tyrone.  

Ordained in 1953.

Archivist Irish College, Rome 1953-1954.

Assistant Dromintee, Co. Armagh 1954-1955.

Chaplain, Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda 1955-1958.

C.C. Jonesboro, Co. Armaqh 1958-1960.  

C.C. Ardee 1960-1972.

C.C. Portadown 1972-

Died 27-02-1996

Brendan O'Neill:

Born in parish of Middletown, Co. Armagh.  

Ordained in 1953.

Capetown, South Africa 1953-1959.

C.C. Darver, Co. Louth 1960-1969.

C.C. Ardee 1969-1972.

Chaplain Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda 1972-1973.

C.C. Mullaghbawn, Co. Armagh 1973-1980.

C.C. Stewartstown, Co. Tyrone 1980-

Patrick Kennedy:
Born in parish of Dundalk, Co. Louth.  

Ordained in 21-02-1959.

Belfast 1959-1960.

Assistant Dromiskin, Co. Louth 1960-1964. 

C.C. Togher, Co. Louth 1964-1971.

C.C. Omeath, Co. Louth 1971-1972.

C.C. Ardee 1972-1978.

John McGrane:
Born in parish of Kilmore, Co. Armagh.  

Ordained in 21-06-1953.

Assistant Dromiskin, Co. Louth 1953-1955.

C.C. Togher, Co. Louth 1955-1962.

C.C. Cooley, Co. Louth 1962-1972.

C.C. Ardee 1972-1981

P.P. Forkhill 1981-

James Shevlin:
Born in parish of Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan.

Ordained in 1961.  S.M.A

Jos Nigeria 1962-1974. 

New York 1974-1978.  

C.C. Ardee 1978-1994

P.P. Kilkerly 1994-1997

P.P. Dunleer 1997-

Sean Larkin:
Born in the parish of Lissan, Co. Tyrone.

Ordained in 16-06-1968.

Volunteer with the Columban Frs, Chile, 1968-1974

Assistant Dungannon, Co. Tvrone 1974.

Chaplain Community School, Ardee 1974-1989

Edward McEvoy:

Born in parish of Clonoe, Co. Tyrone.  

Ordained in 1958.

Diocese of San Diego.

Assistant Cookstown, Co.  Tyrone 1970-1971.

C.C. Caledon, Co. Tyrone 1971-1972. 

C.C. Omeath, Co. Louth 1972-1977.  

Chaplain St. Brigid's Hospital, Ardee 1977.

James Carroll:

Ordained 24-06-1973

C.C. Beragh 1973-1981
C.C. Ardee 1981-1995

Adm. Dundalk, Redeemer 1995

Patrick O’Flynn:

Ardee 1983-1984

Michael Ryan S.M.A:
Ardee 1986

William Mulvihill:

Ardee 1989-1993

Edwin Ward:

Ardee 1993-1997

Patrick McEnroe:

Born in the Parish of Cootehill, Co Cavan

Ordained 18-06-1972

C.C. Newtonhamilton 1972-1979

C.C. Dunleer 1979-1982

C.C. Dundalk, St Patrick’s 1982-19??

Sabbatical year in Rome 19??
C.C. Ardee 1994-1998

P.P.  Darver/Dromiskin 1998-

Eamon Treanor:

Born in the parish of Dundalk

Ordained 03-06-1979

C.C. Mellifont 1979-1980

C.C. Dromintee 1980-1986

C.C  Kilsaran 1986-1993

C.C. Moneymore 1993-1995

C.C. Ardee 1995-
Michael Murtagh:

Born in the parish of Banbridge

Ordained 01-06-1986

C.C. Dundalk, St Patrick’s 1986-1998
C.C. Ardee 1998-
Tony Anike M.S.P:

Ardee 1999
Martin Eke M.S.P:

Ardee 1999-

ASSISTANT PRIESTS

Tomás O Sabhaois:
Born in parish of Lower Killeavy, Co. Armagh.

Ordained in 1944.

Edinburgh Diocese 1945-1946.

Assistant Ardee 1947.

C.C. Mellifont Co. Louth 1947.

C.C. Knockbridge, Co. Louth 1947-1961.

C.C. Dunleer 1961-1964.

C.C. Dungannon, Co. Tyrone 1964-1974.

P.P. Lissan, Co. Tyrone 1974-1979.

P.P. Crossmaglen, Co. Armagh 1979-

Bernard Begley:
Born in parish of Carrickmore, Co. Tyrone.

Ordained in 1947.

Assistant Ardee 1947-1949.

Chaplain and Assistant Curate Portadown 1949-1951.

C.C. Dunleer, Co. Louth 1951-1954.

C.C. Kileeshill, Co. Tyrone 1954-1957.

C.C. Bessbrook, Co. Armagh 1957-197 1.

C.C. Rock (Cookstown) Co. Tyrone 1971-1979.

P.P. Mullaghbawn, Co. Armagh 1979-1980

C.C. Armagh 1981-1982

C.C. Clonfeacle 1982

Ardboe retired

John Finn:


Born in parish of Loughgall, Co. Armagh.

Ordained in 1947.

Nigeria 1947-1951.

C.C. Dunleer, Co. Louth 1951-1952.

E.I. and Assistant Ardee 1952-1960.

C.C. Dundalk 1960-1978.

P.P. Louth, Co. Louth 1978.

Kieran MacOscar:
Born in parish of Desertmartin, Co. Derry.

Ordained in 1954.

Assistant Ardee 1955-1958.

C.C. Stonebridge, Co. Armagh 1958-1960

C.C. Beragh, Co. Tyrone 1960-1973.

C.C. Derrynoose, Co. Armagh 1973-

Thomas Mallon:
Bom in parish of Ardboe, Co. Tyrone.

Ordained 1955.

Assistant Upper Killeavv, Co. Armagh 1955-1956.

Assistant Upper Creggan, Co. Armagh 1956-1959.

Assistant Mounjoy, Clonoe, Co. Tyrone 1959-1960.

Assistant Ardee  1960.

C.C. Jonesboro, Co. Armagh 1960-1976.

C.C. Glassdrummond, Co. Armagh 1976-

Terence Kelly:
Born in the parish of Armagh

Ordained 1959.

Assistant Dundalk 1960.

Assistant Ardee 1960-1962.

Assistant Clonfeacle, Co. Tyrone 1962-1964.

C.C. Moneymore, Co. Derry 1964-1966.

C.C. Dungannon, Co. Tyrone 1966-

Collon
Note this parish included the present parish of Tullyallen until 1821.  For many years after dissolution of Mellifont.  It was cared for by the Cistercians who continued to appoint abbots of Mellifont.

1540
Rev Lord Br Richard Carter.  Abbot of Mellifont 


Rev Br at dissolution of monastery

1607
Rev Lord James Walsh Abbot of Mellifont

1623-1644
Rev Lord Br Patrick Barnewall.  Abbot of Mellifont.

1648
Rev Lord John Devereux appointed abbot of Mellifont.

1701
Andrew Matthews P.P. was arrested on suspicion as a regular priest being 
commonly called abbot of Mellifont but was acquitted.


See Registration Act of 1704 

1743-1744
John McCabe was Parish Priest.  

1744-1748?
Patrick McMahon, O.S.F., Parish Priest of Collon.

? - 1764 - ?
Rev Michael Martin , Canon, Parish Prise of Collon and Tullyallen.

1769
Rev James Devin P.P.


(Witness to Patrick Clinton’s will 1773?)

1770
Rev James Martin P.P.?


(1812 Rev M Martin subscriber of O’Connor’s Ireland?)

1776
Rev. John Markey, P.P., Collon was promoted to Dundalk.

1776-1782
Rev. Nicholas Martin, Canon, Parish Priest of Collon

1782-1821???
Rev Arthur Martin P.P died on the 10th November.  The parish was divided into the present parishes of Collon and Tullyallan after his death.

1821-1828
Rev Patrick Macken P.P. of Collon

1828-1842
Rev John Pentony P.P.

1842-1848
Rev Michael Kieran P.P. Afterwards parish priest of Dundalk and Dean of Armagh and finally Primate.  c/f Bellew & Murtagh.

1848-1870
Rev H J Kavanagh P.P.

1870-1890
Rev George Taaffe P.P.

1890
Rev Thomas Murray P.P.


Rev Patrick Conlon P.P.

COLLON.

Cullein Moore, a village and a parish church in ruins dedicated to the Virgin Mary, there is here a heap of sculls and bones as much as would load 10 horses. (At Cullein Moore in the great heap of bones there is an ash tree growing on which the thigh bone of a man is lodged and the tree growing about it, which in a few years will be buried in the body of the tree, if not disturbed.)

This has been a large town, but at present not above a score of houses in it, mostly built of stone.  Counceller Forster is building a house here for his residence, a small brook south of the town 100 yards divides the county of Louth and Meath, in which latter near half a mile from this town, there is a place called Mullinador where there is a vast great Patron kept on the first three Sundays in Harvest, there is generally between 30 and 40 tents pitched, and they have here all manner of Country pastimes, and sometimes worse. 2
The hills in the county of Louth are said to be excellent for all manner of course grain, they burn the sod then plow and sow it which stands good for three years.

Confirmation by Edward III  1340

The aforesaid donations our Lord the King has confirmed to the same prior and hospital by his letters patent in manner following:

Edward by the grace of God, King of England and France and Lord of Ireland to all whom the present letters shall come greeting.

We have inspected the chartulary of Roger Pypard beginning with these words: Be it Known (as before).

We have inspected a certain other chart of Roger in these words.

Be it known to all the faithful of Christ to whom these present letters shall come, that I Roger Pypard founder and patron of the house or hospital of God St Mary and St John of Ardee for the love of God, for the salvation of my own soul and the souls of my wife, my father and mother (Peter and ), my brothers, my predecessors and my successors and all the faithful of Christ, have devised and granted by the present chartielary have confirmed to my house or hospital, for the better sustentation of the service of God, and the words of mercy to be exercised and employed there, that carucate of land which Osmund Doubleday holds during his life, and after dec of the same of Osmund Doubleday, that land with all its appurtenances and liberates as it has been better and more fully perambulated and representatives being specially appointed to gather on a certain day the established confratemites, on then coming once in the year, the churches or chapels may be opened, and Divine service celebrated in them unless these churches or chapels be specially and by name included in the   died aforesaid.

Lastly, all the reasonable indulgencer and all other suffrages of charity, mercy and kindness, which our brethren and co bishops shall by the divine mercy be induced to grant for the encouragement of the said house, and the better for ther of works of mercy.  We having regard for him who infallibly promises that in the last judgement mercy will be shown to the merciful and the aiders of mercy, shall ratify; and as far as we can do so in virtue of the pavers granted to us from above according to God, as well by our pu  as by our Metropolitan authority we have by there authentic presents confirmed.

Witnesses:
Luke Archdeacon of Armagh



Thomas Abbot of Mellifont



E  Abbot of Bangor



Abbot of  St John of Down



Master Philip Dei of Dundalk and whole chapter.

Selected by the Prior and brethren from amongst the more religious of the Province, let him be corrected and checked by an inhibition against any further presumed contumacy.

We have also ordered, that no person of his own elation, against the meaning and tenor of the present instrument adersedly expressed, shall either in the house of the hospital or in its church, presume to fulminate any sentence of interdict, in communication or suspension against the brethren, their chaplains or clerics.

Further we grant to the same house the free faculty of bringing amongst them all the faithful of Christ, who shall choose to be buried there.  Saving the rights of mortuary of the churches from which the bodies of the dead are taken.

We have also granted  with all its appurtenances.

Moreover we grant to the same respetal in time of general interdict permission to celebrate the divine mysteries, with subdued voice, with closed doors and without ringing of the bells, all interdicts or excommunicated persons being excluded, for the brethren and sisters present, for persons coming to the house, and for travelling guests coming for the sake of hospitality.

We also grant to the same house or hospital that in time of interdict, brethren of the house except for a manifest and reasonable cause sufficiently approved in the Canons.  On the death or deposition of a prior until according to God, another is raised to the priorship no external person shall presume in any way to meddle with the affairs of the house, or its possessions, but in the meantime the brethren shall fully and freely have the custody and rule of the said house, and shall preserve it from alienation and dilapidation.

We have moreover ordained that throughout the said house shall be so free in all things, that it shall be subject to no other houses or hospitals, but shall throughout of itself enjoy fully and peacefully perfect liberty in all things.

We have also ordained, inhibiting the brethren under an, that no other person ecclesiastical or secular shall presume to oppress the said house with procurations or demands, but that the same house shall as it is able and willing be contact according to God in fraternal charity to do good to the same without any presumption or fear.

Further we have ordered, that if any person in the same house is to be corrected or checked, who by the counsel and discretion of the prior and the brethren cannot be fully corrected or checked, the counsel of the ordinary and the Lord of the soil, they shall be present to be invoked, or by the guidance of good men.

Privileges Granted to St John’s Hospital

Since to every man of sound mind his own reason dictates, and the sacred scriptures affirm, that amongst the various forms of charity works of mercy are the chief, and in the last judgement in the presence of the wise judge, they will be most acceptable for the salvation of souls and efficaciously  prer, therefore are we bound to use all diligence in the Lord to cherish them most carefully, and to promote and conserve them with fervour thoughtfulness and kindness…

For these reasons therefore we have fully confirmed, as fully, freely and securely as they are all and singular and by name contained and expressed in these presents, (to the prior and community of St John’s Ardee) all their belongings, with all other benefits in lands, rents, possessions liberties and free customs already granted to the said house by Roger Pyfard or any others, or in future to be granted according to God.  So that they may turn all the church benefices, as they singly become vacant to their own uses for the said house, saving always the Episcopal night. 

We ordain at the same time, that the brethren of the same house shall have the facility free and full of electing their own prior in perpetuity without any stay let or interfere in the election by any external person whatsoever: and no one having been made prior, may be deposed from the priorship.

Inventory of lands of St John’s Hospital 1563

County of Louth
The extent of the site of the demesne lands of the hospital of St John of Ardee, together with the townships of Shanlys and Purchestown parcel of the temporalities of the same, made by Michael Fitzwilliam surveyor of all the Lordships, Manors lands tenements and other hereditaments as well spiritual as temporal whatsoever within the kingdom of Ireland 1563.

The site contains by estimation 2 acres of land enclosed by stone walls now greatly in ruins where they are the stone walls formally of the church of the said hospital.  The walls of one hall dormitory granary cellar and kitchen which are all greatly in ruins and uncovered and there is one stone house covered with tiles in which are one room and one cellar in ruins and there is there one tower over the gate in ruins and uncovered and there are contained cemetery of tombs and a courtyard all of which beyond repairs are worth per annum nothing.  And there belong to the said hospital 2 orchards and 3 gardens not well enclosed which are worth by the year 10 shillings and 1 dovecote now in ruins and uncovered in a small close containing a half a acre of land which are worth by the year 12d and there belong to the said hospital in and near the town of Ardee 6 acres imparked which are worth ….
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12s and 60 acres of arable land which are worth by the year £3.  Three acres of meadow which are worth by the year 6s.  Sixteen acres of pasture which are worth by the year 10 s 8 d.  Three acres of furze which are worth by the year 6 s.  And there belongs to the said hospital one water mill which is worth one year with another by the year beyond repairs and charges £4.  And also three weirs om ruins which are worth by the year 13s 4 d.  £9.19.0

The Sum of Ardee
And there belong to the said hospital in the town of Ardee 7 messuages in ruins with gardens which are worth per annum 25s4d.  And four cottages in ruins and 2 lying waste all of which are worth by the year 10s.

Sum 23s4d whereof there are deducted for chief rents 10s 4d so remaining clear 23s.

The town of Shanlys

And there belong there to the said hospital 6 messuages with the which are placed two hundred acres of arable land, price of each acre by the year 8 s, Eight acres of moor which are worth by the year 4s.  And there are there 9 cottages in ruins which are worth by the year 23 s.  And so 30 acres of common pasture whereof nothing £11.10

And there are there are messuage are with the which are placed 32 acres of a price of the acre by the year 12d.  Another Eachy which is worth by the year 8d.  Sum 

Confirmation of Grant by the Archbishop of Armagh

To all the sons of Holy Mother the church to whom the present writings shall come, Eugene by the Divine permission Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of all Ireland, everlasting greeting in the Lord.

For the building, furtherance and conservation of the new house or hospital of God, St Mary and St John of Atherdee, which by a movement of grace for seeing its hospitality as may well be believed is by a heavenly  called by the good name of atrium dee.

Further we have ordered, that if any person in the same house is to corrected or checked who by the counsel and discretion of the prior and the brethren cannot be fully corrected or checked, the counsel of the ordinary and the Lord of the soil they shall be present to be invoked, or by the guidance of good men with the water and fisheries appertaining to the said land.  I have also granted and by the present writing have confirmed to the same house, the church, the church of the Blessed Mary of Ardee (Atherdee) with all seisins lands and processions and other church benefices belonging to the same church, also the church of Stackillen and the church of Donaghmoyne, Co Monaghan, with all seisins, tenements rents and possessions belonging to the aforesaid churches immediately that they shall fall vacant, to turn to their own uses.

Witnesses:
Eugene, Archbishop of Armagh, Luke, Archdeacon of Armagh, Master Roguel now official of Lord Armagh, Gilbert Passon of Atherdee, Simon de Clinton, Peter de Maupas, Galfr Pyfard, Gilbert Ostman, Galfrid Hadsoine, art, treasurer, Richard Coco, Peter cleric, Walter cleric and many others.

Original Grant of the Site of St John’s Hospital

[Translation]

Be it known to all the faithful of Christ present and to come that I Roger Pyfard for the love of God and for health of my own soul, and of the souls of Alice my wife, William my father, Joan my mother, Gilbert et James my brother, and for the health of all my predecessors and successors, have given and granted and by this chartulary have confirmed, for the building of the new house or hospital in honour of God, and St Mary and St John at Ardee the place in which the same house is being built, according as it was marked out divided and perambulated.  I have also given to the same house and confirmed by this present document, for the better, larger and fuller sustentation of the Divine service and the works of mercy to be exercised there, the lands under written : two carucates of the land of my tenement of Ardee as the bounds mean between Crandune, and so to the bounds meaning between me and Irishmote with the water and the island on the side belonging to me; and on the other side of the water all the land which …… held along the bounds of Irishmote as far as the bounds of my burgages  of Ardee.

His foundation of the hospital of St John at Ardee was meant by him as a large minded effort to repair whatever injustices he may have been guilty of in the sight of Heaven and that by his manifest charity he might win for himself a favourable judgement. He did not lose sight of the gospel counsel and he made friends with the mammon of iniquity while he was on the way.

His hospital was dedicated to St John.  The Irish name of Ath Ferdia was unknown to him, it suggested to his mind the Latin words Atrium Dei - the hall of God.  This name first given to the hospital became the Latin designate of his manor and the town.  The hospital was situated on the south bank of the River Dee, to the east of the present bridge.  A house there lately occupied by Mr Mc Cann is traditional herd to be  a remnant of the hospital, and to all appearance its thick walls, narrow windows and its cellar roofed with stone corroborate the testinony of tradition.  The name Moore Hall was given to the residence of the Moore’s her who were the grantees of the hospital when it suffered dissolution.  They seem to have turned its buildings into a residence and to have given it the name which still survives.  Finally John Street takes its name from the Hospital of St John.

Of Ulster and oriel on July 27th in the same year, Walter de Esselagh, a name which is the preserved in the townland of Hasley in Ardee Parish, was commanded to deliver to Roger Pyfard, John Fitzimons a hostage in his custody.  The latest reference to Roger occur under January in the year 1217.  On the 17th of this month he was commanded to deliver to Geoffrey de Mariscis the kings castle of Rath the custody of which by counsel of the kings barons of Ireland had been committed to him.  A later or perhaps an earlier document of the same month declares that Roger sale has the custody of the castle of Rath and William de Lacey is commanded to deliver it to Geoffrey de Mariscis.

There can be little doubt that Roger Pyfard occupied a leading place amongst the soldiers and statesman of his day in Ireland.  He enjoyed the confidence of his brother Norman: he was a staunch follower of the king, and he was as ready as any them to live and die with him was in    of his controversies against the church.  His signature to the declaration forwarded to the pope, means the story of stiff-necked opposition to the Bishop of Clogher still more probable.  Whatever his characteristics as an adventurer and an upholder of his king in his quarrels with the church may have been, he was an distinguished in his generosity towards religion and the best of him Norman his brother.

9th August 1210 he received 15 marks to keep soldiers within castle of Ruth. 
About the year 1212 he busied himself with other magistrate and barons in Ireland in the great controversy waging between King John and the pope concerning the appointment to the Archbishop of Canterbury.  William Marshall Earl of Pensbroke. Megler Fitz Henry and a number of others including Roger Pyfard who were amongst the most wealthy and powerful of the kings allowed in Ireland, new up a declaration protesting against the popes refusal to emigrate the kings interference in this capital secxtions in England.  They heed that before the coming of he Normans into England, the kings of England appointed at will to cathedral churches, many archbishops and bishops then saints, that after the Norman invasion the king granted that election should be made, as they have hitherto been made by arsent of the king.  They conclude by declaring that “with the king they are prepared to live and die, and that to the cart they will live faithfully and inseparably adhere to the king”.  Roger’s name appears in the third place amongst the dignitaries to the document.  One knows not what influence the document may have exercised in the controversy.  It was assuredly intended to secure in Ireland for the king the same night to interfere with this appointments which John was contending for in England.

On July 6th 1215 Roger Pyfard was commanded to deliver to an officer named by the Archbishop of Dublin the carther of Carlingford, Ruth and Christian, with the bai custody of the laws which belonged to him and of his daughter Alice the heir.  In 1276, 1278, 1281, letter of protection was granted to a certain Ralph Peppard and his wife Sibil, residing in or coming to Ireland.  Certain sums of money are registered under the years 1297 and 1301, as part by Ralph Peppard for debts arising and of his processed in u.  Finally in 1302 he resurrendered all his possessions in Ireland to the king, and on December 22nd in this years, ordered Robert Prior of St John’s Ardee, constacide of his cutler of Ardee and Donaghmoyne to deliver them up on his behalf to the officers of the king.  Thus added the connection of the pepards with the barony of Ardee.  After the battle of Faughart against Bruce, the barony was granted to Sir John Birmingham as a revard.  At the same time he was erected baron, and was named Lord Louth.

Roger Peppards activities were not confirmed to the Barony of Ardee.  In 1199 he paid to the king 200 marks that he might have the kings place and he quit touching his hostages and the hostages of Gilbert de Angulo.  In July 28th 1210, 10 marks were paid to him to have galleries built at Antrim June 27th 1215.  He   at Winchester a grant made by King John to the Paul of Athol.

“Give up his undertaking the Bishop robbed himself in his pontifical, entered the trench, and lying on the ground threw himself in the way, so that the diggers were unable to proceed with their work  No one would dare to lay violent hands on the Bishop.  The Baron himself arrived and with his own hands he lifted the Bishop at of the trench, so that the Baron was in the first place struck with leprosy, and afterwards duo, and an account of this, it is believed, some of his pastoral posers in way shall possess the said lands”.

Whatever truth attaches to this story, it is ucard that the Pepard family continued in possession of the Barony and the curtailed, Ardee and Donaghmoyne until the year 1302.  It cannot be shown that Rogers successors were his descendants.  The most that can be said is that the kinsman held the lands and the Castles until Ralph Peppard surrendered them to the king at this date.  In 1252 the barony of Ardee is found in the possession of Ralph fitz Ralph fitz Nicholas Pepard.  In this year Ralph complains of certain alienations from the barony which took place while Alice daughter of William Pepard and heir of the barony was in the kings custody as a ward.  William Peppard held the barony in 1226.  It is not certain that he was a son of Roger.  In 1227 he is dead, and Ralph fitz Nicholas is granted the Clarken we know was in Fir Ross, Donaghmoyne was a mairne.  They are respectively included in the baronces of Ardee and Farreyman.  On the other hand, Drumcar was included in the barony of Ardee, although according to the annals of the four masters it was situated in Arda Cianachta or Ferrard in pre Norman time.  It will be seen then that great difficulties stand in the way of accurately defining the limits of the ancient sub kingdom of Orighiall.  Tradition assigns to Roger Pypard the foundation and building of the castles of Ardee and Donaghmoyne.  According to the annals of Kilronan this latter castle was built in 1197.  It seems just to assign the castle of Ardee to the same date.  A curious story survives about the foundation of the castle of Donaghmoyne.  It may without much misgiving be regarded as a transcribers error that the baron to whom it refers is called Richard.  In those early documents it was quite usual to write only the initial letter of a name.  In this case it would have been R. and the transcriber in his ignorance of Roger’s cristence seems to have written Richard instead.  The story was transcribed by a copyist from the register of Clogher now lost.  “About the year 1200 Richard Pepard baron of Ardee began to build a castle in the lands of the Bishop at Donaghmoyne, where now his castle is, and when the Bishop heard this he came and denounced the new work.  As the baron would not…..

It will have been noticed that on the way to the ford Cuchullain is described as passing by Braine at the foot of Baile an Bile.  This means the town of the tree or of he ash tree, and it would seem as if this were an older name for the town or the Dee.  In the townland of Stickillen, a field is still known as Mullavilly i.e Mullac ay byle, the hill of the ash tree.  If this were to be regarded as a memory of the ancient tree the town which took its name from it shared be regarded as located more to the East than the present one somewhere near to the moat and astride or near to the old road known as the Black Road.  From the references to At Ferdia in the following extracts from the annals it may be concluded that Ardee was a centre of life long before the Normans came to it.  While therefore the Norman baron De Pippard made it a strongfold of great importance in the pale, it cannot be claimed that he was the founder of the town. 

to the river, that it crossed the ford, and that it wended northwards near the burial field and that its continuation in the old roadway which now is marked through the Ruxton demesne.  It tells that vehicles were want to cross the river here and to enter the town by the gateway on the west.  Further it is said that the fight between the two giants - tradition forgets their names - took place at the point on the river where the bridge stands.  This tradition seems quite at variance with the opinion which would favour the site at the ford beside the townland of area.  This latter tradition maybe rejected as modern.  It would pestulate I think a townland Ardee where the present town is built and when one has preserved its name on the side of the river which was Ferdiadh’s there seems little use in seeking for a second one or even for a larger extension so as to interlude the bridge site of the existing townland.  For these reasons I would like to believe that the existing evidences correctly point to the abolished Ford near the workhouse as the site of the contest.

Here may be set down the hazy traditions of the fight and its site which have survived.  On the south bank of the river, that is on the side of the ford on which Ferdiadh fought and fell, a townland of about 90 acres is known as area of Ardee.  O’Donovan had no doubt after hearing pronunciation of area that it represented the Irish name Ath Ferdia.  On the northern bank of the river a field was pointed out to me as the burial place of the ‘giant’ who was slain in the fight.  This same spot was pointed out to the ordnance surveyors in 1836 by the inhabitants as the burial place of Ferdia.  They described the spot as some perahes to the west of the bridge of Ardee.  It is worthy to note that Ferdia should have been buried on the northern bank.  This field lies directly opposite to the townland of area.  Further tradition which is corroborated by the testimonies of two of the oldest and most intelligent inhabitants states that there was formerly a ford over the river here.  The workhouse of Ardee stands in the townland of area and a disused roadway runs along its eastern wall to the rivers edge.  Tradition tells that this short path or roadway was the continuation of the old road from the south.

At once came to designate the town itself.  Until the time of the Reformation and even since the town, the parish and the deanery one always referred to in Ecclesiastical documents as Atrium Dei.

The ford took its name as is well known from the champion Ferdia.  He was the friend and companion in arms as a youth of the defender of muir Cuchullain.  When the hero chief of Ulster has proved himself invincible in many duels with the selected warriors of Queen Maeve’s army, the invaders fell back upon their choicest warrior.  Ferdia very reluctantly complied with the overtures made by the queen.  He could not easily shake off the early attachment of his boyhood and face as a foe the great champion whom he lives so well.  At length however he yielded to the satincal threats which accused him of cowardice, and he undertook to brave the dangers of an encounter with one who had fought through many fights and had never tasted defeat: the battle between the champions lasted through three days.  Finally Ferdia was slain, at the spot on the river which had been chosen for the fight: the ford took its name from him, and it will be for all time associated with the most romantic duel in European History.  The following pages contain a hanolation made by Professor O’Sullivan of the Irish account of the famous fight.

The Parish of Ardee

It comprises besides the township and civil parish of Ardee, the old civil parishes of Kildemock including Kilpatrick, Mapastown, Shanlis, and Stickillen.  In the early years of the eighteenth century the old parish of Charlestown belonged to Ardee, but it has since become part of Tallanstown parish.  Its extent inclusive of the township is 14726.acres I.R. 17 for statute.

The ancient Irish form of the name is At Firdiad, the Ford of Ferdiadh.  Another form is At Ferdiad.  The name has also been written as in the annals of Ulster At Ria or as elsewhere athriagh.  In the annals of the four masters the fuller designation is used.  Baile at Firdiad mac damain.  The town of Ferdia son of Daman.  In English the form Atherdee was almost always used until about the beginning of the 19th century when the present form came to be commonly used.  In Latin it was known as Atrium Dei - the hall of God.  This form was invented by the piety of the early Norman settlers and appealed to them as a devout caricature of the Irish form of the name.  It was at first applied to the hospital of St John.

1454
Alan Ashe Prior.  The clergy of Armagh in a synod held in Drogheda about this time, elected Prior Alan Ashe as their proxy in a parliament convened by the earl of Kildare.  The allowance voted to him as their representative was eight pence out of every pound in the valuation of all benefices within the deaneries of Drogheda and Ardee.

1407 September 1st
Archbishop Fleming cites Columba Mc Kartan chaplain of the diocese of Dromore to appear before him or his communities in St John’s church Atrium Dei on the Monday after the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  September 12th the Archbishop was at this time guardian of the diocese of Dromore as the See was vacant.  Patrick Oweyn rector of St Colmans Kilveyll had complained that Mc Kartan received and was receiving the fruits, the fruits of the chapel of Kilveyll (Kilkeelbeg) which was dependant upon St Colman’s.

1408 September 15th 
On this date Augustine Mc Brady vicar of Grange in the diocese of Kilmore, presented the Archbishop Fleming sitting in St John’s church Ardee, an appeal from the hearing of his own bishop to the court of Armagh.

1411 February 21st 
The prior of the St John’s Ardee, appealed to the pope in this year with the prior of St Mary’s Louth, against the interference of Gilbert Oseheyg cleric of the diocese of Clogher, in their permission as rectors of the parish churches of Donaghmoyne and Rosal in the diocese of Clogher.

1378 April 25th
Brother Walter Benge Prior.  A letter from Archbishop Sweetman of Armagh, states that the priory has been reduced to great poverty by the number of officers of  the king quartered upon it.  The Archbishop therefore permits Benge to serve in the chapel of Senles (Shanlis) having rule on both of the chapels and of the souls of the parishioner.

1407
Ordinations in St John’s Church Ardee

by Archbishop Fleming

19th February
Subdeacons
John Parker, Milo Kerr, each on title of [  ] marks.  They were ordained deacons on 12th March.

26th March
Acolytes
Hugh O Donowhy Carmelite, Nicholas Bege

Subdeacons
John Cardyf, on a title of 5 marks, Thomas Gorman on a      title of  [   ] marks.

Deacons 
Nicholas Lyon Carmelite

Priests

John Parker on above title, Milo Kerr, ditto Thomas Clintown Cistercian

Primate Fleming resides at St John’s Ardee

1404-1407

Primate Nicholas Fleming was appointed by pope Boniface IX on 18th April 1404 and consecrated Archbishop on May 1st.  As late as September 20th 1405 he had not yet received his bills.  Consequently the temporalities of the see, Armagh continued in the hands of the officers of the king, and the Archbishop was not allowed to occupy the lands of his see or to live in the Archiepiscopal manor.  During this period and until  the year 1407 his residence at Ardee is marked by the numerous letters in his register addressed from this place.  In his letter to pope innocent VII, on 20th September 1405, he mentions that the bearer W Mavner his protector will declare to his holiness the “misery of his life the lack of bills”.  He will be obliged to beg, if some delay is not granted in the payment of his indebtness.  Finally the primate states that his letter is written, in the hospital of St John of Ardee and where he is living an account of the want of his bills.

1406 September 4th 
John Plunket proctor of the rector of St Columba Clonmore, resigned this church “in the chamber of the prior of St John’s Ardee”, before the Archbishop Master William Mauner, Brother John Brown and others.

Possessions of St John’s Hospital 1375

The priors park, with the franchises of Ardee, three acres of arable land mearing on the south with the highway and with ye commons on the north.

Two acres of arable land in Knockangin.

Two acres of arable land more or less mearing with St Catherine’s on ye east and south and the black bates on the north.

Two acres of arable land in abbalan mering with the highway on thesouth, the commons on the north.  A parcel of land called strangnemoght with its appurtenances mearing with Kents lands in the east,  the blackbates on the north and the crocks of the great water on the south.

The park by Bates bridge mearing with the highway on the east and the said bridge on the north.  The whole weare called Curragh wear in this part of the possessions of St John’s in Ardee Co Louth.
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Note:

The identification of two of the above name churches is attended with some difficulty.  Altogether ten advowsons belonged to St Johns. 1 Moreston, 2 Knock, 3 Richardstown, 4 Stickillen, 5 Shanlis, 6 Charlestown, 7 Mapastown, 8 Tallanstown, 9 St John’s Ardee and 10 St Mary’s Ardee.  Of these ten five are easily identifiable in this list.  Those which remain doubtful are the church of St Maghidae of Moreston and the church of St Mohaymo of Phialton Kenates.  We learn from Dr Leslies clergy of Armagh, that the parish of Mosstown was known also as Moorestown.  Apparently therefore St Mochta’s is the patron  of Mosstown, and this is one of the churches which appeared doubtful.  Moreston and Knock in every enumeration are placed together pointing to the fact that they lay beside one another.  Unfortunately in the catholic register of Dunleer, the patrons attributed to Mosstown are two personages identical with SS. Furodhrain and Baithan who were certaintly the patrons of Dunleer.  Their feast falls on 17th June and this date is given in the register.  We think the entry in the register is an error.  An error which may have been caused by the fact that when the church of St Furodhrain and Baithan in Dunleer fell into protestant hands, the feast was continued in the outline parish of Mosstown.  The present patron of Dunleer is St Brigid, but this seems a modern dedication.  We take it therefore that the ancient patron of Mosstown is rightly named here as St Mochta.

The church of St Mohaymo of Phialton Kenates presents stile greater difficulty.  It can only be one of the four churches left, i.e. Knock, Charlestown, Stickillen or Tallanstown.  We know for certain that the patrons of Tallanstown church were Saints Peter and Paul.  Shirley states that the patron of Stickillen was St Patrick.  Two remain - Knock and Charlestown.  We do not know the patron of Charlestown.  The patron of Knock according to the register of Dunleer was St Covegone whose feast is attributed to 9th October.  In modern days he is called St Kevin.  He is scarcely identical with St Kevin of Glendalough as his feast occurs on the 3rd June.  Although a tendency  in the tradition to identify him with St Kevin of Glendalough has unrisen.  He may however be identical with Caoimghin Breac whose feast falls on the 16th October.  Mo-Caoimghin elem the name attempted by the scribe in writing Mohaymo.  We are therefore inclined to identify this church with that of Knock in the present parish of CatholicDunleer.  The parish town and lands of Richardstown, comprising Richardstown Kinnewarris Crinnstown etc were granted to Sir Willastan Knight in the reign of Charles II.  This name Kinnewarns in Richardstown seems another form Kenatess and seems to favour the identification  suggest.

1339
Thomas de Westham on behalf of the king sued the prior of St John’s Ardee, for the advowson of the church of St Mary Magdalen of Mapastown, and the advowson of the church of St John of Ardee, and the church of Mohaymo of Phyalton Kenatess, and the advowson of the church of St Maghidae of Moreston, and of St Patric of Shenlis, St George of Richardstown (to white), St Mary of atrium Dei.  No plea between the Lord, the king and the prior of St John’s of Ardee, concerning the advavsons of the various churches, which the grant of Roger Pypard the founder of the same house contained.
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1303 July 3rd 
Nicholas the prior and the convent of Louth having transgressed against the statue of mortmain by acquiring in fee, land worth 325.  4/id per annum in Louth, the gift of William Hainclyn were deprived of the rent by Walter L’Enfaunt and his associate justices itinerant lately at Drogheda towards oriel.  They were find 1005 and on payment of this fine were pardoned.  Subsequently the land in question was restored to them.  On July 10th the king commanded the treasurer and barons of the exchequer, in consideration of the fine for their transgression to restore the land upon receiving security for the fine.

1300 July 6th 
At this date a commission was granted by pope Boniface VIII to the Archbishop of Armagh and his dean and Archdeacon to hear both sides in a dispute between Christ Church and St Patrick’s Dublin concerning their respective rights in elections to the see of Dublin.  They appointed the prior of Ardee as their commissary and he cited the chapters of both churches to St Patrick’s on this date.  At great length the chapters of the two chapters of the two churches laid down their respective demands and as no agreement was arrived at the efforts made by the commissary to bring about peace fell through.

1302 November 21st
The king directs Brother Robert of St John’s Ardee, constable of his castles of Ardee and Donaghmoyne or his locum tenrs, to deliver the castles re aforesaid to the king or his attorney.

The defendants however pleaded that all these churches had been properly granted to them with their appurtenances by the persons, i.e. the invadors, who enjoyed the right of presentation as the true patrons.  That this was admitted by past bishops of Meath and confirmed by the pope adding also that now they had hecd them so long that they were theirs legitimately by prescription.

The judges decreed in favour of the Abbey of St Thomas.  They excepted however from the list the churches of Nobber, Kilpatrick, Enoc, Disert and Dummone.  All the rights over these churches they adjudged to the bishop and chapter of Meath.  In accordance with this judgement the bishop of Meath acknowledged the rights of the defendants in a document sealed with his seal and with the seals of the judges and dated 1235 “about the feast of the Assumption of Holy Mary”.

1234 October 28th
The following letter from Gregory IX is preserved in the register of the abbey of St Thomas Dublin.

Gregory bishop, servant of the servants of God to his beloved sons, the prior of St John’s of Atherdee, and the deans of Drogheda and Dundalk, in the diocese of Armagh, greeting and apostolic benediction.  Our venerable brother, the bishop, and the chapter of Meath have sent to us a complaint setting forth, that our venerable brother the archbishop of Dublin and others in the dioceses of Dublin and Meath are infuring them on Lords, tithes, rents, possessions etc.  Therefore by apostolic writing we commit it to your discretion to hear the cause, and without power of appeal to duly end the matter.  Given at persuasion on the third of the Kalendo of October in the eight year of our pentificate.

In notice of the power conferred upon them by this document they cited Richard de la Corner Bishop of Meath and chapter, and the abbot and convent of St Thomas.  The dispute was concerned with the churches in the diocese of Meath.  The bishop   of Meath held that digits of patience   of these churches always belonged to the Bishop   that he always converted   fruits and offerings from     them and to have   abbot and convent of same.

And donation.  Saving nevertheless to us and to our heirs as the Lord of the said fee the due and customary services from theuse. 

In testimony of which we have cause our letter patent to be opened.

I myself being countess at Westminster 28th day of March in the 14th year of our reign in England and in the 1st of our reign in France. 1340

Five marks paid to the king by the prior and brethren of St Mary and St John of Ardee for the confirmation of a certain chartulary.

Witnesses:
Lord Luke Archbishop of Armagh, Gilbert Parson of Ardee, Thomas chaplain, Simon de Clinton, Peter de Maupas, Peter de Repentent, Geoffrey de Hadsome, G Esturam, Richard coco cleric, (?), William de Kandy, John Pypard, Walter cleric and many others.

Now we, considering that the lands and tenements rents churches re aforesaid were given and granted to the said hospital before the publication of the statue of Mortmain, as by the letters aforesaid may appear, on our own part and on the part of our heirs as far as in us lies, just as the aforesaid chartularies testify, grant and confirm to our beloved in Christ the prior and brethren of the aforesaid Hospital.  The aforesaid donations, grants and confirmations, used as the same prior and brethren and their predecessors have from the premises until now held the said lands, tenements, rents and churches.  Nothing that the said prior and brethren or their successors are not to be molested or in any way oppressed by us, by our heirs, our justiciaries or excheaters or by any of our ministers whatsoever, an account of the said statue or because the same lands, tenements re were held in captive from us or our projeultors at the time of the said grant and dividend, in pause and perpetual alms, fully and freely and quit of all secular service and exaction.

Item full liberty to trench and draw as best they can to the said house the water which descends through the land of Walter Haulberg and the two streams which descend to the land of           , to have a mill and all other casements which the same house can have from those Walters.

Item the well which is called Zopper Patherick with the space marked out there to draw water for a lavatory and other necessities of the house.

Item 20 (?)  feet wide to made a road for a cart between the land of William Carpentar and the land of William Caerduff where the foss was as far as the his court beyond the water in front of the well.

Further all and sundry the casments of Ruffa mora

In order that my grant and donation may for a endure in future times, I have adjudged it well to corroborate the testimony of the present writing by affixing to it my seal.

Hospital of St John Ardee

This hospital was founded according to the date attributed in kings collectanea, to the document of Roger Pypard in the year 1207.  It belonged to the crouched or crossed friars of St Augustine.  Originally they carried a cross in their hand attached to a staff.  Later this cross was set aside and on the back and breast of their blue habit they wore a red cross.  Hence their name their chief duty consisted in the care of the sick and poor.

Roger Pypard the founder was the son of a William Pypard whose family had associations with Lancashire and Lincolnshire in England. His brother Gilbert was sheriff of the honour of Lancaster from 1185 to 1189, and in 1191 he was sheriff of Lincoln.  He accompanied prince John into Ireland in 1185.  Accordingly some authorities have held, that it was to him that the grant of the barony of Ardee who first made.  As he was sheriff of Lincoln in 1191, it has been inferred that he had probably settled in England before September 1189.  He joined Richard the firsts expedition to Palestine, and on the way to the east he died at Brindisi in 1192.  From these facts it may be inferred that the interests in Ireland were light and Irish rhyme intimating that Owen Roe O’Neill was coming from Flanders, and suggesting that when he would come Mr Osbourne and all tithe collectors like him would be driven out of the country and the tithe would be their own.  It was a rather discourteous reception for Mr Osborne but it was very human.

1671 September 25th 
A letter to the Internuncio at Brussels from Primate Oliver Plunkett contains what seems to be the latest reference to the Carmelite foundation at Ardee.  “In my diocese there is a residence of discalced Carmelites, and there is one   father who preaches very well called Fr Levins”.

A relic from the library of the monastery still exists.  It is preserved in one of the Irish houses of the discalced Carmelites.  A curious historical work entitled “Mons Hannonicie”.  It bears an inscription on its title page to the effort that it was presented to the Irish fathers by their Belgian brethren in the year 1640.

“Other monastic exercises were gone through ere they might take a much needed rest.  But neither the tools nor anxieties of a day thus passed could hinder them, once they were free, from spending a few hours in the study of Theology, Holy scripture or canon law;  of course this meant a curtailment of the repose, which was to be interrupted at midnight for recital of the nations of the marrow”.*

In after years Father Victor and Columbanus became renouned both in Ireland and on the continent - the former for his success as a missioner; the latter for learning which he employed to great advantage in the college of his order at Rome.

The Carmelites met with many friends and benefactors in Ardee.   Their best benefactor is said to have been Gerard Colley.  In 1641 he was portreeve of the town.  Osborne a protestant rector of Clonkeen, gave interesting evidence which concerned Colley which is included in the Deposition at Trinity College Dublin.  He tells how in 1641 a few weeks before the rebellion a 100 rebel soliders marched into Ardee.  Colley as Portreeve made them welcome.  He billeted them in duers houses in the town and took their officers with him to the lodge in his huge own house about this time.  Osborne came to Colley with a bile for some tithes which he owned.  Colley laughed at him for seeking the tithes when a rebillian was so near at hand.  For his benefit he quotes Carmel in Ireland by Rev Patrick Bushe O.D.C. 1897 Pages 73/74.

The Annunciation

Particular mention is made of the fervour of Father Victor and Brother Columbanus from the hand of then annual at Ardee.  Indeed an outline of their everyday life there in the  beginning can be given with as much precision as if written in the year 1638 by a contemporary analyst.  Rising at an early hour - before dawn - they reacted past of the Divine Office, and afterwards passed some time in mental prayer.  Father Victor then said mass/formal possession of the new foundation could not be taken until the Blessed Sacrament was placed in the Tabernacle.  By seven o’clock, or a little later, the friars were free to devote their attention to the repairing of the ruined abbey.  Were they not so occupied they might retire to their cells for study.  Working hard with the labourers sent to assist them by some thoughtful friends they had to retire before noon to continue the caronical hours, and to make the midday examination of conscience.  How, for the first time that morning, they might break their fast, presupposing they had already obtained food for an exceedingly meagre meal.  A brief recreation followed.  If the priest had not been called away to discharge  the functions of his sacred ministry in the meantime.  Vespers were said at two o’clock, various duties occupying the remainder of the afternoon until the evening meditation.  After Campline they pertook in a frugal collation; then to be divided among the priests of the county of Louth.

The date of the death of Fr Hussey is probably marked by the return of the Carmelites.  If his executors were entitled to the returns from the Carmelite possessions for a year after his death, the year 1638 in which they returned found the property freed from its obligations to Fr Hussey.  He probably died during the year 1636 or 1637.

The provincial of the Carmelites, Father Simon of St Teresa was approached about this  time to undertake the restoration of the Carmelite Abbey.  It is probable that Lady Ismay Taaffe the wife of Sir William and Sir John Taaffe his son and executor were amongst the petitioners for this restoration.  Fr Rushe quotes an Italian mass of the seventeenth century in which great pains are taken to show that the Teresian fathers had a strict right to the lands and buildings, and the pope therefore allowed the order to accept the gift at first, the father provincial cured only send two religious to take formal possession of the priory, and to provide accommodation for the community which was to follow.  One of these friars was a priest Father Michael of St Victor; his companion was brother columbanus; a student who had recently completed his studies and was awaiting ordination.  The foundation bore the battle passed into the parts of Sir William Taaffe of Smarmore.  His will is dated 21st April 1626.  It was proved on 15th December 1631.

Item: I leave unto my well beloved friend Father James Hussey of Balligart in the county of Meath gent.  All that the Carmelite friary in Atherdie aforesaid together with the site circuit and ambet there of and all houses backsides gardens, lands, meadows, moors, pastures and all other the appurtenances there unto belonging and appertaining, in as large ample and beneficial manner as the said Sir William both hold the same from his majesty.  To have and to hold the same with appurtenances aforesaid unto the said James for and from the day of my death during the term time and space of forty years if the said James Hussey shall so long live paying yearly for and out of the same the rent reserved and due thereout unto his majesty.

The James Hussey to whom the friary was bequeathed was no other than Father Hussey who made his will in 1636.  He bequeaths Item;  to my cousin John Plunkett four pounds sterling issuing out of the friary of Ardee, for the year I have on it after my death, the rest thereof  (the king’s rent being deducted)

1303 January 6th
On the feast of the Epiphany Edward I issued a wnt ‘ad quod damnum’ to John Wogan his justiciary inquiring if he had given leave to the town of Ardee and John Littleby to grant one acre and these parts of an acre “ towards the enlarging of the count of the house of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel of Ardee, to the prior and brethren and their successors.

In answer it is stated “that it could be no damage to the king or any other so to do.  That John Littleby was a confrere of the said prior and a professor of the same order”.

The record proceeds subsequently Wabran boy came acknowledging a debt of sixteen pence rent out of the said land and he drew up letters to the said friars as follows:

Wabran boy to all those to whom the present letter shall come greeting in the Lord.

Know ye that I have released and remitted on my own behalf of my heirs and assigns to the friars of the house of St Mary of Mount Carmel of Atherdee a certain rent of sixteen pence per annum which was due me for certain ground centiguirous to the courtyard of the aforesaid friars, which the said friars have recently built.  So that neither I nor my heirs or assigns can exact for the future or sell anything of our night or claim to the rent aforesaid or to that house or land.

In witness hereof I have attached my seal to this writing at Atherdee on the day of the Epihany of the Lord in the 31st  year of  the reign of Lord Edward King of England 1303 in the presence of the noble Lord John Wogan Justiciary of Ireland and others faithful subjects of our Lord the king.

Immediately afterwards Benedict le Hauberge came and drew up his letters patent in these words.

To all IC Benedict le Hauberge greeting in the Lord.  Know  ye that  I have granted on my own behalf  and on behalf of my assigns to Adam Belegaumbe and his heirs the power to destrain my lands of Atherdee whenever there shall be any arrears, for a certain rent of four pence per annum which is due to him for certain land contiguors to the courtyard of the house of St Mary of Mount Carmel of Atherdee which the same friars have lately acquired until satisfaction be had fully by the same Adam and his heirs for the arrears of that rent.

In witness hereof I have attached my seal to the present writing at Atherdee on the day of the Epiphany of the Lord in the 31st year of the reign of our Lord King Edward I 1303.  In presence of the noble Lord John Wogan justiciary of Ireland and others.

1303 March 20th 
Pardon for transgression of the statute of matmain in acquiring from the commonolty of Ardee one acre of land in that town granted to the prior and brethren of Blessed Mary of Mount Carmel of Ardee.

1303 December 9th
The king to Walter de Bereford Treasurer of Ireland and the chamber of the Exchequer Dublin.  Whereas Ralph Pippard heretofore before he had enfeoffed the king of his lands in Ireland had given and by his chanter confirmed to the friars of the order of our lady of Mount Carmel of dtre dien in Ireland, certain rents in wheat and other commodities out of the manor of dtre dien the king commands the treasurer and chamberlains to cause the value of the rents to be estimated and henceforth yearly paid in money at the Exchequer in Dublin to the Carmelites.  The charter of Ralph Pippard to be cancelled.

This mandate reached the Exchequer on the marrow of the close of Easter 1304.  The following note is endorsed.  By virtue of the mandate the treasurer and barons caused 12 men to come to the Exchequer to value the rents granted to the friars by this charter of Ralph, now cancelled who say upon their oath that there rents are worth £7. 8. 8. A conference having thereupon been held before the justiciary and council, it was agreed that the friars showed yearly receive at the Exchequer £6.

Accordingly in roll of payments, it is recorded that the friars of the order of St Mary of Mount Carmel of Ardee for one year from January 2nd 1304 to 1305, were paid by the king’s special grace by Ralph Pippard to Brother Waler le Hunte £6.

1315
Under this year Archdall states that in the Bruce invasion the church of the Carmelites was destroyed by fire and quotes the annals of Pembridge as his authority.  But the anonymous annals of Cambon, attributed to Pembridge state that it was the church of the Blessed Virgin and we are to understand therefore that it was the parish church of Ardee which suffered on this occasion.

1315
About this year David O Buge a native of Kildare Provincial of the Carmelites held a chapter of his order in this convent.

1320
John Sugdaeus Provincial of the Carmelites held a chapter here.

1325
John Bloxham a Bachelor of Theology who had graduated at Oxford, held as Provincial a chapter of the Carmelites in Ardee.  Many ordinances for the restoration of discipline were passed.

1366
Henry de Portseu recte postal was prior

1407 March 26th 
Hugh O Donocohy (O Donaghue) Carmelite  was ordained Acolyte and Nicholas Lyons Carmelite was ordained deacon in St John’s Church Ardee.

1540 April 30th 
Patrick the last prior surrendered this priory and its possessions, being then served of the same, the walls of a church, a dormitory and certain chambers with five messages and fair gardens  thereunts belonging, and sundry messages and gardens in ruins from other gardens, a park called the sale park and another park there, containing one acre and a stang  and 35 payable out of the farm of the mill called michernyll  for the water course; all of the annual value, of 275. 2d, besides refuses. 

From the following extract from his will we barn that the site and possessions of St Marys.

Old Place Names in Ardee

To start at the top of the town at the crossroads - Drogheda road, John Street, William Street and Bridge Street., I heard the late Canon Rogers say that John Street got its name from the Monastery of St. John which was probably located on the site of the old Church.  Then William Street so called because William Moore, who owned all the property around, lived there.  Then Hale Street - this needs a little explanation; The late Mrs. Joseph Dolan recorded that Oliver Cromwell divided some of the lands of Ardee among whom must have been his most gallant officers.  On this side of the river he divided the lands between the Hales, the Cappogs and the Potters. On the other side of the river he divided the lands between the Banks and the Balls.  Strange to say there is not a road or any townland called after the latter but some of the names

still remain.  Hale Street after the Hales who lived in Greenvale.  Cappogsgreen after the Cappogs (it was spelled then with a K instead of a C) and below Cappogsgreen there are the Potters fields and Potters well which supplied water to the locality until the rivers were lowered when the beautiful scenic Waterfall on the Dee at Bridge Street was taken away (this should never have been allowed).  The Bridge Street brings it name with it.  

Then the next crossroads at Mr. Muldoon's - Bridge Street, Boat Trench, Castle Street and Tierney Street.  The Boat Trench was so named because up until 100/200 years ago there was no road through the bog and the turf came in, in boats and was disembarked at the bottom of Mr. Barney Harlin's garden and Mrs. Farrell's garden and people went up to collect their turf there.  Then Castle Street brings it name with it. Then Tierney Street; this street had many names; in the 13th or 14th centuries the big stone cross now standing outside the Protestant Church stood in the middle of Mr. Muldoon's yard and there was a Monastery of Monks in Ardee who made tonic wine like the Buckfast Tonic Wine of the present day.     The monks sold their wine around the cross and so the street was called Wine Tavern Street (I have this from Mr. James Rafferty, Sliabh Breagh) When the Monastery was suppressed the yard became the shambles.  All the butchers stalls were erected there.  The most famous stall was owned by the Fortescues - supposed to sell the most prime meat and patronised by the elite.  There was James Fortescue and his brother, William.  There were other stalls - next best being owned by Butcher Byrne, an ancestor of the McMullan's of Campbell Park.  Then the Street was called Shambles Lane.  I just remember seeing a very old letter coming from Canada addressed to Mr. Philip Duffy, Shambles Lane, Ardee.  All through the last century it was called Tisdale Street.  At this time there never was a butchers shop in Ardee.  The first butchers shop was built by Willie Fortescue, that is the shop now owned by Mr. Thomas Lynch.

Then we come to another cross roads; Castle Street brings its name with it.  The Ash Walk was

the same name from time immemorial.  Sean O'Carroll St was always Lamb's Lane in olden times.  For the whole time of the last century and before, it was called Barrack Lane because the police lived in the Barracks where now Mr. Ted Murray has his shop.  Then when the Railway came it became Railway Street and now Sean O'Carroll Street, because Sean O'Carroll was shot there.  Then there is Lamb's Terrace opposite Market Square.  In the olden times it was Rogan's Lane.  Then the Market House Lane and now its present name.

The Drogheda Road wasn't so called until Sliabh Breagh was built; it was always the New Road because until about 100/150 years ago there was no road at all.  There were a few little houses, 6/7, built up from the edge of the town.  The official road to Drogheda was the old Road (now I believe Stoneylane).  It is the road in John Street opposite the Cloghan Bridge.  All the area around the Cloghan Bridge, the old Workhouse and for a considerable distance beyond it, was called Area.  Then there is Jervis Street; at the corner opposite the Police Barracks and Mrs. Thorne's and for a considerable distance beyond;, it was always known as the Blind Gate.  In the 13th or 14th century there was, I think, six gates on the Town to collect the tolls or turnpike gates.  Everyone had to pay a toll at these gates from whatever direction they came.  There is only a very little bit of these gates standing still.  The Red Gate going down to the 'Textile Factory - I heard there is a Plaque on it saying what it is. (I never saw it).  I don't know why the gate opposite the Barrack was called the Blind Gate!  In the Parish Register all the marriages and births are registered as the Blind Gate from those who resided for a good bit around there.  From the Barracks to the Boat Trench, by Guard Dunlea's house, was always known as "The Beggars Row".  At the bottom of Tierney Street turn right for Dawson's Bridge and that is the Peadlers Lane; Peadlers must have lived there hundreds of years ago.

Places of Worship in Ardee 

by Diarmuid Mac Iomhair

Medieval Ardee had two religious communities, the Crutched or Crossbearing Friars, and the Carmelites. Their chapels were intended primarily to serve the inmates of the houses; to some extent they were also used by other parishioners, so far at least as the rights of the parish church were safeguarded.

Saint John's priory was situated in Moore Hall, where the house owned by Messrs McGee incorporates some part of the medieval building.  The priory property was fairly extensive. It included the High Mill Park where the convent now stands, and it went as far west as the appropriately named Saint John Street.  Incidentally, many of the present generation will remember that the sanctuary window in the 1829 church formerly had a picture of Saint John the Baptist.

The Carmelite friary was a much humbler institution; though its chapel too on occasion, could accommodate an unusual number, as it did in 1329 when twenty two of John de Berminghams kerms crowded into it for sanctuary after murdering a citizen of the town.  Ninteen of them were dragged out and killed by the irate townspeople (CLAJ,XIX,I,p.12). The situation of the Carmelite house cannot be determined exactly without further research; but it is very likely to have been in Cottage Lane off the Boat Trench, since it is there the Carmelites returned for a short spell in the 17th century.

The Workhouse had a chapel for the indigent poor and the sick who were housed there.  Perhaps it will not be amiss to record some brief facts about this institution.  The original lease for 999 years, of 3 acres, 2 roods, and 23 perches plantation measure, of Area (the present townland of Ardee) was made on April 4. 1840, between Thos. Lee Norman Corbollis, esquire, and the Poor Law Commissioners for the more effectual relief of the destitute poor in Ireland (original in the custody of Louth County Council).  What could be an interesting allusion occurs in a speech, in Irish, on Repeal, delivered to the people at Stabannon chapel in the summer of 1843, by a Reverend Robert King, referring to Ireland's ancient history, he said "Ni rabhadar tighe bochta le na bhfeicsin, mar ata a-niu: ni rabh feidha leoll (Studia Hibernica, 10, p. 87).  The thoughts of his listeners must have turned to the newly-built "tigh bocht" in Ardee, since they were in the Ardee Poor Law area, and the grandiose new edifice was to be the place of refuge for many of the poor and destitute of the teeming pre-Famine population of some 2500 in the seven townlands of their parish.  Already in 1918, under the British regime, there was a scheme on foot to create a Mental Asylum for the county, and the Board of Guardians were asked to hand over the workhouse for the proposed Asylum, to which they agreed, provided they got in exchange a District Hospital.  Meanwhile in Autumn, 1919, Ardee House and grounds came on the market, and were purchased by a group of interested local people.  After what is described as a tough fight, Ardee members secured the retaining of the hospital in Ardee.  In 1921 it was changed to a District Hospital, and things drifted on to May 1922, when by Government orders the Workhouse was taken to accommodate Belfast refugees, and the inmates transferred to Drogheda; but the philantropic new owners of Ardee House in a secret night operation took the sick there, to be the nucleus of the present Saint Joseph's Home.  The present writer heard from Canon Harmon and others how the Government official arrived next day with his sealed order, to find himself faced with a fait accompli. (Dundalk Democrat, Dec 2, 1922).

In 1858 was built the Convent of Mercy, and in 1871 was added the chapel; of which some account is given in the recently published Short History of the Convent of Mercy, Ardee, by Sister Mary Agnes Fitzgerald.  The present writer has memories of making his way there as a boy for midnight Mass on Christmas Eve.

A chapel also was provided to Saint Joseph's Home in 1929 

Saint Brigid's Hospital also has a chapel, built in 1935.

St Mary’s Catholic Chapel Ardee

History and Development

St Mary’s Catholic Church Ardee was erected early in the 19th century on the site of what was formerly the great monastery and hospital of the Trinitarian Order of St John, founded in 1207 by Roger de Pippard.  This monastery flourished for 350 years until its exterior possessions were confiscated during the reign of Henry VIII and were granted to Edward Moore: from the Moore family.  They passed to the Fosters of Collon in the 18th century.  The burial ground of the monastery was situated where the John Street dwellings stand today.

Around 1820 the Catholic Association became active throughout Ireland, and Louth became an area where it captured the spirit of the people.  The then pastor of Ardee, Canon Levins was much involved in its activities.  For  though Catholics had the vote since 1793, they did not make great use of it, but the Association had so aroused the people that in the 1826 election, the courageous 40/- freeholders of Louth marched into Dundalk and returned Alexander Dawson, an Ardee solicitor as the 2nd Irish Liberal MP to the British parliament, defeating the local magnates, the Jocelyns and the Fosters.

It was then in this spirit that Canon Levins undertook the building of a new Church at Ardee.  The resulting fine Gothic Revival structure, bears the date 1829 and is the towns only Catholic Chapel.  Although stated by Levins and Tempest to have been built in 1829, there seems to be some evidence to suggest that it was started some years previously.  (A carved stone, inside the left door, bears the date December 1812)  Also, no mention of it could be found in the “Freemans Journal” or the Morning Register” for the year 1829, though in these many references to Canon Levins were noted.

Local historians state that the present building was erected around an older chapel while still in use during the stages of building, a loft running the length of the William Street, houses was converted into a place of worship.

Little is known of  the early history of St Mary’s though Canon Levins around 1850 in his description states that the building is 100ft long, 56 ft wide and was  ‘a handsome and commodious edifice faced with hewn stone with a gallery extending around rear and sides of it.

The present chancel was not erected until 1866 and a tablet on its right reads:

“This chancel and sanctuary, with the high alter and principle stained-glass window were erected to the memory of Rev. Canon Levins, late pastor of the parish by his parishioners and personal friends”.

In the latter half of the century of St Mary’s was commented upon in many guides and topographical histories.  Basset, in 1886, described it as “a handsome and substantial edifice of cut limestone……iron-clustered pillars support the nave and galleries on 3 sides, a pale green tint lines the sanctuary walls…..”  He then proceeds to describe the stained glass windows and the high altar.  “White and tinted marble and caen stone compose the high altar, richly carved in canopied riches enclosing graceful figures:  The front panel is a relief of the Last Supper.”

He then goes to describe the many beautiful stained glass windows and the people in whose memory they were erected.  He ends his dissertation with note “viewed from the entrance doors, the effect of the interior is bright and rich and speaks of a generous interior”.

Little change has taken place since 1866 other than the erection of a carved stone pulpit in 1915, The white marble altar-rail in 1929 and the replacement of the main stained glass window in 1940.

It is interesting to note population changes in the Parish of Ardee since St Mary’s was erected.  In 1841 the number of persons in the parish was given as 8,813 (urban 6,392 - rural 2,421).  By 1901, this was reduced to 3,550 (rural and urban) while in 1966 it seemed to be on the increase again - approx 4,800 rural and urban.

In the last few years maintenance, painting and cleaning have been sadly neglected, resulting in its present abandoned appearance.

St Mary’s was designed and built in the Gothic Revival style which was becoming popular for Church building around 1820.  A catholic church built in 1819 (also called St Mary’s) in Wigan, Lancs, England and described in “A history of Catholic Church Architecture shows a very similar structure and interior.

The main part of the Church, the nave is 56 x 100.  It is built of hewn limestone and was constructed at two different periods, 1820-9 and 1866.  It is supported by mock gothic pillars on two sides which are stated by Basset to be of “clustered metal” and surfaced with timber.  The nave contains 10 large stained glass windows.

The chancel, erected in 1806 contains the high altar already described, also one main stained-glass window of five lights, together with 6 other windows depicting scenes from the bible.  The pavement is attractively tiled and in the centre is a brass cross embedded in marble, inscribed to the memory of Canon Levins.  There are also two cut-stone side-altars, one on each side of the main altar.  Underneath is the crypt, structured on arched brick and containing the remains of two former Parish Priests.  The ceiling of the chancel is beautifully ornamented and is in excellent condition.

The choir gallery is constructed of pitch pine and shows workmanship not often seen today and it contains the organ.  From here there is access to the roof where a “catwalk” and electric lighting make inspection relatively easy.  The church is roofed with “Blue Bangor” slates.

The church contains many statues and plaques, erected to the memory of former parishioners.

At present on the ground floor there is much waste space which could easily be used to increase seating accommodation.

During the term of the late Canon Harmon, the church was regularly attended to and was painted on a number of occasions.  I also understand that Mr McGahon of Dundalk carried out at least one inspection of the structure of the pillars.  At this time also, the roof was treated for woodworm and dryrot by a Dublin based firm.

In the last few years little maintenance has been carried out: painting, cleaning, and clearing of gutters etc. has been neglected, which has resulted in the present dilapidated appearance of this beautiful building. 
Catholic Meeting

At a meeting of the Roman Catholic and Liberal Protestant Parishioners of Ardee and its Union, held in the chapel of Ardee, this 27th day of August, 1826, at two o’clock, to take into consideration the best mode of collecting The New Catholic Rent, to be applied to all purposes not prohibited by law.

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted : -

Proposed by Mr. Henry Addy, and seconded by Mr. Pat Ward:

1st.- That George Taaffe, Esq. do take the Chair.

Proposed by Mr. James Wire, and seconded by Mr. John Norris :-

2nd.- That Mr. John Meade, do act as Secretary.

Proposed by Mr. Philip Boylan, and seconded by Mr. Matthew Richards :-

3rd.- That admiring, as we do, the mainly and independent conduct of the Forty Shilling Freeholders, who, in opposition to the threatened Persecution of their Bigoted landlords, voted at the late Elections throughout Ireland, for the men who nobly pledged themselves to vote for civil and religious freedom. - We now deem it expedient to contribute to The New Catholic Rent, established for all purposes not prohibited by law; and which we consider will be applied to charitable purposes, particularly by loan to protect those Poor, Conscientious and Honest Freeholders, who are persecuted by their landlords.

Proposed by Mr. John Boylan, and seconded by Mr. Patrick Boylan :-

4th.- That to bring into effect the above resolution, we appoint the following Gentlemen to collect subscriptions in their respective districts, and they are requested to call on such Catholics and Liberal Protestants as have not been able to attend this meeting :-

Henry Addy and Patrick Curran, for Hale-street and Moorhall.

John Halfpenny and Thomas Doolan, for John-street, Blackstick and stoney-lane.

John Boylan, Patrick Boylan and Thomas Boylan, for Smarinar and Blakestown.

John Boylan and Laurence Curran, for Hunterstown, Kildemock and Melextown.

John Norris and Philip Boylan, for Stickillen, Harristown, Broad-Lough, Bertlassna and Hoalstown.

Pat Wire, Pat McLoughlin, Jas Abraham, for Ballygoan and Bornamoe.

John Cluskey and Richard Carroll, for Mullanstown, Pepperstown and Mullacloe.

Nicholas Callan, Richard Callan and Mat Callan for Dowdstown, Streamstown and Philibinstown.

Owen Carney and Richard Maguire, for Riverstown, Gutherstown and Rock.

Thos. Boyle, John Meade, John O’Reilly, Francis Marron and Patrick Quin, from Mrs. Boyle to Mr. Dawson’s Avenue, including all lanes and avenues on that side of the town.

Pat Ward, Nicholas Devin, and James McCudden from the chapel to Mr. Ruxton’s gate, including lanes and avenues on that side of the town.

James Carraher, Thos McGorisk, Thos McQuillan, and Pat Grimes from the pound of Ardee down through Cool, Glack, &c. &c.

Proposed by Mr. Philip Boylan, and seconded by Mr. John Meade :-

5th.- That Mr. Matthew Richards be appointed Treasurer.

Proposed by Mr. John Boylan, and seconded by Mr. Bryan O’Reilly :-

6th.- That the different Collectors do pay to the Treasurer, the amount they shall received on or before the 3rd of September next, and that the Treasurer do transmit the same forthwith to the secretary of The New Catholic Association Corn Exchange, Dublin.

Proposed by Doctor McArdle, and seconded by by Mr. John O’Reilly :-

7th.- That a list be now opened to receive the Names and Subscriptions of such Gentlemen as wish to become Members of The New Catholic Association.

Proposed by Mr. John Norris, and seconded by Mr. Richard Callan :-

8th.- That the Collectors do meet on the 17th of September next, for the purpose of paying to the Treasurer the amount of further Subsciptions received by them.

Proposed by Mr. Nicholas Callan, seconded by Doctor McArdle :-

9th.- That a committee of twelve be appointed, to take into consideration the distress of the forty-shilling Freeholders in the Parish, and relieve them if they find it necessary, by advancing for security, until they receive aid from the General Fund.

Before the resolution, appointing a committee of relief for forty-shilling Freeholders, was put from the chair,

Mr John Addy rose and said.  That before that Resolution be put, he beged leave to make a few observations on the expediency of adopting it.  He had heard this day that there were some forty-shilling Freeholders, who voted for Mr. Dawson’s interest, seized by intolerant Landlords for a trifle of Rent, and the time nearly elapsed for the sale of their little property. - He regretted much there could be such Landlords in this county: for he not know what name would be base enough to according to dictates or his conscience.  The Association has given a loan to Waterford and Monaghan, and I think the county of Louth is better intitled to a loan than any other - under these circumstances I am sure the Resolution will be carried with eclat.

Names of the committee

George Taaffe, Esq.

Mr. George Boylan

Mr Philip Boylan

Mr. Patrick Ward

Mr Matthew Richards
Mr. John Norris

Mr Henry Addy

Mr. James Carraher

Mr John Boylan

Mr. Patrick Boylan

Mr Nicholas Callan 

Mr. Patrick McLoughlin








GEORGE TAAFFE, Chairman








JOHN MEADE, Secretary

George Taaffe, Esq. having left the Chair - and George Boylan, Esq. being called thereto.

Proposed by Mr. Henry Addy, and seconded by Mr. Pat Ward :-

That the thanks of this Meeting be given to George Taaffe, Esq. for his very proper and dignified conduct in the chair this day, and, not only on this occasion, but on every other, wherein the interest and independence of the County were concerned.








GEORGE TAAFFE, Chairman








JOHN MEADE, Secretary

 Atherdee or De Atrio Dei, 10 miles S.W. of Dundalk, here was a Priory of St. John Baptist, founded by Roger Pipard, Ld. of the place, for the Order of Crossbearers of the rule of St. Austin, A.D. I207.  The Corporation consists of a  …. And…  burgesses, who send their representatives to Parliament ; it was formerly a place of note, being one of the Frontier Towns of the Pale ; as such it has often suffered by the calamity of war ; but the most cruel was when Sir Phelim 0 Neal was obliged to raise the Siege of Drogheda, in revenge, at his return to the North, he put all the Protestants which he found in the Town, to the sword, which barbarity was afterwards punished, for ye Lord Moore and Sr.  Hen.  Tichburne, pursued them, took the Town and put to death a Lt.  Coll, 5 Captains and 400 men without losing one of their own and without giving them time to breath, followed them to Dundalk.  And tho' Sr.  Phelim had 3,000 men in that strong garrison,  well provided with ammunition and victuals; yet it was taken by an army of less than a 1,000, which victory  so far weakened the hands of the Northern Rebels, that their designs were afterwards constantly defeated and came to nothing.

Here are the ruins of two Priorys, one for the Crossbearers, the other of the Carmelite Order, both founded by Ralph Pipard Here now is a decent Church and an endowment lately settled for a Free School, out of part of the lands and commons of the Corporation, a publick school accordingly opened.

Near this Town… the seat of Parkinson, Esq. 

The seat of Ricd.  Tisdall, Esq.

Two miles from Atherdee are the ruins of Melickstown Church, seated on a hill, remarkable for the effects of a violent tempestuous wind, the West Gable end of the Church was on Candlemas Day, 1715 moved by the storm two feet Eastward and left standing within the walls, cut off in a straight line from the foundation, which lay bare and even a foot and a half above the ground, to the surprise of many curious and creditable persons now living, who went to view it.   

Louth in 1738   Harris Mss.  Tempest’s Annual 1933  p.12

Gates and Walls of Ardee By Jos.  T. Dolan, M.A.

The excavation of the main street of Ardee for the laying of the new water supply mains exposed what appear to be the foundations of two ancient public buildings.

A block of masonry and an arch, found about 2 feet under the surface at the farther end of Irish Street, the end of the town on the north, is probably the foundation of the pier of the Town Gate, which is marked at exactly this spot, on the west side of the street,on Richardson's map of 1677, as " North Gate."

There were four or five gates on the town north of the river - this North Gate, Head Gate at the Square, Cappock's Gate, Ash Walk Gate, and perhaps Blind Gate, and apparently a gate or else some military defence work must have barred entrance from the south at the bridge.

The town walled in by the Norman settlers extended, on the north, only to the north end of Market street, where is now the Market Square, and a gate, named in the 1677 map " Head Gate," stood across the street more or less in a line with the south wall of Mr. Finegan's house.  The town wall ran from this west to the wall of Ardee House demesne, which is on the site of the west town wall, and east along Market House or Rogan's Lane, to turn south at the Black Ridge to the River Dee.

The dispossessed native population began to settle, during what centuries we know not, outside the wall beyond this Head Gate, and the name " Irish Street " grew into use to designate their lines of houses.  The name has thus an important historical reference, and is a memorial for the native race, who have leapt over the walls and regained their ancient territory, of the times when Ardee was a frontier fortress of the English colony in Ireland.

Earlier than 1677 this Irish Street had been taken into the town and a gate built at its farther end, but the walls were not extended to enclose it.

The foundations of the old Market House seem to have been found in the two blocks or pieces of masonry in the main street  at the turn to Railway street, one on the east and the other near the west footpath, nearly along a line across the street from the corner of Mrs. Casey's house to that of Mr. Campbell's store.

The tradition was quite definite with the last generation that previous to the erection of the present Market House buildings in the Square, in 1810, the Market House stood here, at the junction of Market street and Castle street, crossing the main street on a row of arches.  The arches gave space for the passage of carts and cattle through them, and supported a storey with a room or rooms which, was, we presume, the Town House, in which the Corporation meetings were held and the Borough Court sat.  Here the Portreeves dispensed judgment in their solemn " Court of Pye Powder," the curious corruption of the old Norman  ‘Pieds Poudres’ - dusty feet, the court for the trial of small offences or claims for debt or trespass or perhaps profiteering, in which towns men or aggrieved marketers from the country could walk in to seek justice without any preliminary toilet or formalities of legal procedure.

Over this building must have hung the town clock that present fills the tower of the modern Market House.  It was gift to the town from an old citizen, Timothy Armitage, Portreeve of the Borough, 220 years ago.  Its bell, which rings out the hours clearly still, has the inscription, ‘ H. P . made me 1705, Ardee’.

H.P. are the initials of Henry Paris, a bell-founder, who cast, if we mistake not, the bells of Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin.

It is hard to picture where exactly the sellers showed their wares and the big scales hung (the beam, dated 1711, was in use till lately) ; it must have been at the side of the street.  In our times of broad and high cart-loads of hay and corn and of motor lorries, a structure like this would be a hindrance to traffic, but the arches must have given span enough for the narrow   ‘spoke wheel cars’ and their predecessors, and for the horse-back loads of corn and potatoes.  They also made it very convenient for the farmer of the tolls to exact the market dues.  It may have been here he broached the barrel of beer with which he regaled the freemen of the borough as part of the yearly price which he paid the Corporation for the tolls.

This position of a market house standing across the street was a feature of other old towns.  It is to be seen still in some towns in England.

Tempest’s Annual 1929 p.9

Ardee is principally a marketing town for the surrounding districts but it has a few small industries and these help to establish it as an important centre.  It’s situated on the fringe of large fertile plane which extends up beyond Dundalk and southwards to the Collon hills.  The countryside around here is well wooded and watered and is mostly divided into fairly big farms.  The history of Ardee goes back to pre-Christian times when it was a strategic crossing on the main route north.  The old ford, probably a little beyond the existing bridge over the Dee, was the scene of one of the best known of all Irish legends-the four-day battle of Cuchulainn and Ferdia.

Around the beginning of the first century a boy was born in the ancient fort of Dun Dealgan, a mile outside Dundalk.  He was called Setanta, but when, at, early age, he killed the Hound of Culainn his name was changed to Cuchulainn.  The boy corps of king Conor's army attracted him and after he joined it he began to show his almost unbelievable physical prowess in various ways.  As he grew so also did the number stories of his deeds.  Among the friends he made at the corps was another young soldier of almost equal ability.  This was Ferdia, later to become champion of Queen Maeve of Connacht.

 Cuchulainn was Conor's best warrior and the legend’s telling of his various fights and acts of valour make some of the most popular reading in early Irish history. One of these stories, bringing Cuchulainn and Ferdia together at Ardee, tells of the cattle raid of Cooley or, in the Irish, the Táin Bó Cuailgne.  It seems that when Queen Maeve began checking her stock she found that Allil, her husband, had a magnificent bull which she envied very much.  In all Ireland there was not its equal except in Cooley, the ancient name of the Carlingford Peninsula.  Here, in King Conor's territory was a bull which, should she secure it, would not only match Allil's, but better it.  After an abortive attempt at trickery, Maeve had to attack Ulster openly. Cuchulainn was given the job of defending the various fords the invaders must cross and as Ferdia was the Connacht Queen's most fearless fighter, she ordered him to do combat with his childhood companion.  Both warriors, though friends, were duty and honour bound to fight and fight to the death.

They fought their battle near the old ford over the River Dee.  It lasted four days and throughout the whole contest both men were most courteous and honourable.  In the end, Cuchulainn won and as last act of friendship, he carried the body of his friend to the Ulster side of the ford.  This was to imply to Ferdia had actually crossed over into enemy territory before being killed. The town of Ardee and the River Dee were both called after Ferdia's Ford. Maeve, though she was humiliated because of not being able to cross the ford, succeeded in capturing the Brown Bull and bringing it back to Connacht.  Here it  fought and killed its western counterpart and eventually found its way home.    

Cuchulainn, after marrying Emer, daughter of Forgal at Lusk, Co. Dublin, continued with his colourful career.  Among his many other single combats was the famous one with his son, Conlaoch, whom he did not  recognise until after he had killed him.  At the age of 30, he was killed at Rathiddy, defending his lands and the story describing his death is long and colourful.  He is supposed to have been buried with Emer in Dun Dealgan.

(Tourist Board Brochure. Undated)

Places of Worship in Ardee    by Rev Diarmuid  Mac Iomhair

Already in the 10th century, Ardee seems to have become the capital of the little kingdom of the Fir Rois.  There was a shrine of Saint Patrick there, and in 985, this was abducted by a Meath prince a matter which caused much concern since Fir Rois had for long been under the protection of the Primate of Armagh.  A shrine  presupposes the existence of a church.

With the advent of the Anglo-Normans about 1189, a regular town came into existence, and was provided with a parish church of Saint Mary, predecessor of the present old St. Mary’s and situated no doubt on the earlier celtic foundation.

From that time on some records of the church, even if scanty ones, begin to appear, and are the makings of a history or chronicle of the church, which the writer may perhaps attempt on some other occasion.  The purpose of the present article is merely to identify the places of worship which existed in Ardee in the past and up to the present time.  However, one major incident may be mentioned.. This was the burning in 1315 by the Scots and Irish under Bruce of, "the church of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Ardee, full of men, women and children", who had gone there for sanctuary at his approach (The Irish Sword X, 40, p. 202), and there is some evidence that even as late as 1329 it had not yet been rebuilt, ( CLAJ Vol.19, p.12).

The onset of the protestant revolution in the first half of the 16th century was an ominous sign of profound changes to come in the pattern of worship.  But for quite a while it would seem that the same church continued to be an undivided community - the will of John Fitzwalter Dowdall ‘of Ardye’ made in 1603 seems from its language to assume no change in the medieval church arrangements.

In the course of the 17th century, however, the catholic population were to find themselves no longer at home in old St. Mary’s with the exception of a period following the rebellion of 1641, and of the four years of reign of  James II.  For a time they would have found accommodation in the houses of their own co-religionists.  But with the final triumph of the Williamite cause, all hope of recovery was lost, and they must needs create their own place of worship.

A gable wall in the lane appropriately named Old Chapel Lane is all that now remains of the earliest penal chapel known to us. It  is still standing within a stable or byre of McCreanors an the east side of the lane.  The chapel must have been of exceedingly modest dimensions.  An estate map of about 1760 shows an area called "Chapple Yard” of only about 20 perches by 12.

The vigorous pastor, Philip Levins. who came to Ardee in 1758, in due course set his hand to the task of providing a more suitable place of worship for his flock, and built a church on a site in John Street.  This lasted until 1829, the year of the catholic emancipation, when it was replaced by the edifice which lasted until our own day and only in 1974 gave way to the present Church of the Nativity Of the Blessed Virgin.

Meanwhile old St. Mary's, having readjusted itself to the changed circumstances continued as a going concern under the form of administration of the established church.  Some account of its vicissitudes in those later centuries is given by Mrs. Joan Kieran in her booklet, An Outline History of the Parish of St. Marys Abbey, Ardee; to whom the present writer is grateful for her courtesy in allowing him to use the information in it.

In 1799, Methodist preachers first visited Ardee.  Following another visit the next year, services were organised in homes and farm buildings and so continued until 1852, when a plot of ground was acquired from the hitherto hostile family of Ruxton, and a small Wesleyan Methodist Chapel built.  This was in use until it was officially closed in 1976 and finally disposed of in 1977.    

The barony of Ardee alias Atherdee or De Atrio Dei.

An ancient corporation where there were many good houses and castles and the ruines of a verie large church with the ruins of great walls and mightie comons belonging to this towne. Here was a Frierie of the Crutched Fryers built by the Ld Roger Pipard of Atherdee in Anno 1207.

Here was also a Frierie or house of the Carmelites built by Radulph Pipard in King Edwd the first his reigne. Here in this Barony another Abby or…

In this towne is a very large castle called…. religious house called Smarmor but of what order I cannot learne for its omitted by Sir James Ware. It lies bounding on the countie of Meath and so doth the south weste part of this barony of Atherdee.

In this barony on the river all down to the sea are many fayre seats at Clintonstowne, Gernonstowne, Keppogue, the Mayne and many other places of good note. From this towne of Atherdee was as its said the familie of the Berminghams that were Earls of Louth dignified barons but latelie the Ld Brabazon Earle of Meath is baron thereof.

 In this Barony of Atherdee is the Priorie of Kilsaran first of the Knights Templars erected by the Lady Matilda De Lacy in King Edward the second’s reigne and aafter there overthrow and until the supression a preceptorie of the Knights Hospitallers.

A seventeenth century history of Louth.

R.A.S. Macalister   Tempest’s Annual 1920 p.22
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THE TURFMAN FROM ARDEE.

For the sake of health I took a walk last week at early dawn, 

I met a jolly Turfman as I slowly jogged along,

The kindest salutations passed 'twixt him and me,

But it's soon I got acquainted with the Turfman from Ardee.

We chatted very freely as we jogged along the road,

He says my ass is tired and I want to sell my load,

For I have got no refreshments since I left home you see,

I am wearied out with travelling says the Turfman from Ardee.

Your cart is wrecked and worn, friend, your ass is very old,

It must be twenty summers since that animal was foaled,

He was yoked in a trap when I was born, September, '43,

And he cantered for the midwife says the Turfman from Ardee.

I own my cart must be made of the best of wood,

I  do believe it was in use the time of Noah's flood,

The axle never wanted grease in one year out of three

It's a real old Carrick axle says the Turfman from Ardee.

I often do abuse the beast with this old hazel rod,

Although I own I never yet drove poor Jack unshod,

The harness now that's on his back was made by John Magee,

Who is dead this two and forty years says the Turfman from Ardee.

We talked about our country's woes and how we were oppressed,

The men we sent to Parliament to get our wrongs redressed,

The men we sent to Parliament are nothing else I see

But led by blooming humbugs says the Turfman from Ardee.

Just then I heard a female voice that I knew very well 

Politely asking this old man his load of turf to sell 

I shook that steely hand of his and bowed respectfully, 

In hopes to meet in future days the Turfman from Ardee.
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Ardee Hospital.
Ardee Hospital, previously known as Ardee House, is a large Georgian mansion standing in the grounds of Ardee Demesne, which borders the town on the west.

It was the residence of the Ruxton family, the owners of this estate and of much of the town property, and was built about the end of the  eighteenth century.  After the death of the late Mr. William Ruxton in  1896 the family ceased to reside here.  His son, Fitzherbert, had been accidentally killed in a polo match in America some years earlier, leaving a widow and son, who remained in Boston.  Mrs.  Ruxton's home and the house was let and afterwards sold on the sale of the estate through the Land Commission. Part of the demesne lands were vested by the Land Commission in trustees for grazing for the townspeople and these also serve as a golf Iinks.

A part was made into small holdings and about 70 acres of pasture retained with the ornamental grounds for the house.

When the Louth County Council in 1922 revived the project of withdrawing from the Portrane Asylum Scheme and establishing a Lunatic Asylum for County Louth in Ardee Workhouse buildings it bought  Ardee House to replace the Union Hospital. The patients were transferred to it in June 1922, when the Union buildings were needed to accommodate a large party of Belfast refugees.  The Hospital has been in operation since and passed under the management of the County Board of Health with the abolition of the Boards of  Guardians.

The house was very easily adapted to its new use.  The area contains a spacious and well-sized kitchen with numerous stores, and the ground floor affords four comfortable rooms for male patients, the drawing-room and dining-room, St. Patrick's and St. Matthew’s wards, accommodating eight or nine beds each, and St. Mark's and St. Luke's wards four each-twenty-five in all.  The first floor has four similar wards for women; St. Mary's, St. Anne's, St. Bridget's and St. Vincent's.  These fifty beds with the four bed consumptives' shelter and a couple of single shelters provide fully for all the needs of the district in airy well-lit and comfortable accommodation.  The third landing supplies a neat chapel and sufficient rooms for the Sisters of Mercy, who act as matron and nurses, and for the lay nurse.

The house is furbished with electric lighting and gas heating system and an engine-driven water supply.  An operating theatre St. Luke’s is about to be constructed.  For this purpose a sum of £250 was subscribed by members of the Filgate family and his friends of the Hunt Club as a memorial to the late Captain William De Salis Filgate of Lisrenny, for so many years the faithful and kindly Chairman of the Ardee Board of Guardians.  The amount was supplemented by £350 contributed from entertainments organised by his successors in the chair, Sir Vere Foster and Mr. John C. Kieran, and is now awaiting expenditure.

The hospital is very popular with all its patients.  It is being more and more availed of by paying patients, who find in its considerate attendance and its skilful medical and surgical treatment and its healthy surrounding all that a city hospital can offer.  

The beautiful trees, (mostly beeches) of the avenue and the lawn, of the shady walks of the grove, the far prospect of rich green fields and woods that stretch westward from its door make the precincts as pleasant as they are wholesome.  

There is a large garden wall furnished by the Ruxton familv with fruit trees, a vinery and tomato houses, and beautified with extensive flower beds laid out by the late owner, Mrs. MacMillan, which in addition to keeping the hospital in vegetables, affords a profitable stock for sale of vegetables, fruit, a considerable quantity of grapes and tomatoes, and cut flowers and roots.  A rock garden constructed by the late Mr. William Ruxton is still an ornamental feature.

In the plantation between the house and the town is a very perfect earthen fortification erected to protect the Norman townsmen from attack, by the " Irische enemie," or perhaps, as has been suggested, an outwork of the entrenchments of the Irish army of King James II, that occupied the town in the autumn before the Boyne.

There is also a considerable part of the town ditch still ten or more feet deep that encircled the town wall on the outside. Near the southern entrance gate is the ruined castle of the old Norman lords of the property, the latest being Fleming of the family of the Barons of Slane, whose confiscated lands Captain John Ruxton received in the Cromwellian plantation. In the castle yard are substantial modem farm offices built by the late Mr. Ruxton, where the dairy stock of the hospital are wintered, and two comfortable dwelling-houses available for attendants and convalescents.


The success and efficiency of the hospital is due not only to the attention


and talented service of Dr, P. J. Steen, M.D., whose reputation as a surgeon


is so high and to the kindly care of the nuns and nurses, but in equal measure


to the energy and foresight,, the ability and public administration and the


devotion to the interests of the poor of Mr Mathew Campbell, the chairman


of the Louth Board of Health.
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Ardee

Although its origin dates back to pre-Christian times, it was not until the beginning of the 13th century that Ardee became important.   After the Anglo-Norman invasion large sections of this territory were handed over to Roger De Pippard who was one of the adventurers who came over with the invader's army.   He founded a monastery and hospital here in 1207 and he is also believed to have built Ardee Castle.  The monastery established for the friars of the order of St. Augustine.  It was a very important foundation and gradually grew until, just before it was dissolved it was one of the richest in the country

Naturally, the town itself prospered because of this and for that reason and also because of its situation as

an outpost of the English Pale, Ardee was the subject of many attacks in the following four centuries.

Edward Bruce, in his march south, destroyed the monastery and hospital and in 1538, the whole town was burnt by O'Neill.  During the insurrection Of 1647, Sir Phelim O'Neill captured the place and made it his headquarters.  He did not hold it for long, however, because Tichboume assembled an army and marched against him from Drogheda.  Ardee was retaken by the English and O'Neill's rearguard defeated.

During the following years Ardee changed hands many times.  After Ormond held it for a short while, Cronwell took over and in 1689, James II occupied the town.  In the following year both James and William passed through Ardee on their way to the Boyne.

The old corporation of Ardee was dissolved in 1800, but the silver maces and the minute book are still preserved.  The earliest entry in the book was made in 1661.

Ardee castle in the main street, is a square stone castle or keep about four storeys high.  It was built around the beginning of the 13th century, probably by Roger de Pippard. It was frequently used as a mustering place for attacks on Ulster by the English.  Two Lords Deputy, Sir John Stanley and the White Earl of Ormonde, died here on such expeditions in the 15th century.  At the Restoration the  castle was handed over to Theobald Taaffe, Earl of Carlingford.

At the beginning of this century, the north-West comer fell but was repaired and the restoration work done then has considerably improved the building.  After that a part of the castle was converted into a courtroom.

St Mary’s Protestant Church, also in the main street, was built on the site of the ancient Church founded it is said, by Roger de Pippard in 12O7.  The friary was burned by Edward Bruce in 1315 but was later restored, except for the north aisle, which the present building still lacks.

Some features of the old establishment have been uncovered, including the piers of the chancel.  Here also is a staircase built into the thickness of one of the walls.  This probably led up to the rood screen which served as a pulpit.  At the end of the church there is a beautifully carved font.  It was discovered in Manfieldstown graveyard near Castlebellinghan.  Near the main door there is an old stone cross with a carving of the Crucifixion on one side and the Blessed Virgin and end of one of the arms is Child on the other.  At the end of one of the arms is carved the monogram IHS.  The two-storied chantry college, the ruins-of which can still be seen behind the

graveyard was built by  Walter Verdon in 1487.  After surviving many raids in lootings the church was, in 1789, completely repaired and in 1812 a new front was added.

Hatch's Castle is remarkably well preserved.  It is situated between two modem houses on Market Street and up to 1940 was occupied by the Hatch family.  It is now deserted, but you can get permission to view it from the family solicitors in the town.

The Catholic Church of St. Mary, in John Street, was built in 1829 and is believed to occupy the site of yet another ancient Trinitarian monastery, founded by de Pippard.  It is a very beautiful building and was completed in 1860, when an extension to the chancel was added.  The window over the high altar represents the life of St. John the Baptist.  The annals contain many references to the old monastery here which, in its day, must have been a very important foundation.  It flourished for about 350 years before it was finally dissolved by Henry VIII in the 16th century.

About two miles south-east of Ardee there is a most unusual church which is quite famous.  It is called the " jumping Church " of Kildemock.  There is only one wall left of the original building and the peculiar thing about it is, that it is at least two feet inside the foundation.  The story goes that an excommunicated man was buried here and this wall jumped over his grave so that the inside of the church would not be desecrated.  Originally, this little church was dedicated to St. Katherine the Virgin and was built sometime in the 13th century.

Near here there is an ancient, earthen fort, which has another peculiar legend attached to it.  It is called the " Fort of Garret Iarla," after Garret Fitzgerald, the famous earl of Kildare, who during the 16th century, was Lord Deputy of Ireland. According to legend, he is asleep inside this mound with a group of his best soldiers.  If and when a six-fingered man enters the fort and draws a sword from its scabbard the earl and his men will awaken in defence of their country.  The sword, it is said, is conveniently hanging on a nail inside the mound.

At Stickillen, two miles east of Ardee, there are some very interesting souterrains.  The principal one has two entrances about five feet high and the second- one runs a short distance underneath it.  The third one, about 20 yards away, ends in a circular chamber, 12 feet in diameter, with a small hole in its roof.

Smarmore Castle is about four miles south of the town, just off a secondary road to Slane.  It was probably built sometime during the 14th century and consists of a square stone keep to which a pair of modem wings have been added.  The ancient keep is four storeys high and has been modernised inside and is occupied by a branch of the Taaffe familv.  This is the last stronghold of the Taaffes who had, in earlier times, castles at nearly all the major points in Ireland.  Smarmore Castle was built in 1320 and since that date has been in the possession of this famous household.  Included among the well-known members of the Taaffe family was Francis, who in 1647 made a notable speech during the Polish elections and later received the Order of the- Golden Fleece from the King of Spain ; another son was made premier of Austria and John Taafte (1787-1862), the poet, is best remembered for his commmentaries of Dante.

Smarmore

The original form of this name is given as Smiramair signifying, the marrow bath.  After the great combat between Ferdiadh and Cuchulainn at the ford, the latter was compelled to retire by the many wounds he had received in his various fights.  Meanwhile his friend Cethern came from the north, and in such haste that he took time only to arm himself with an iron spit.  Making straight for the cam of the invadors he attacked everyone whom he met, and received in return so many wounds that he too was compelled to retire from the contest.  Cuchullainn sent for Conchobhar Mac Nessa’s chief physician Fingin Fathliagh to Ferga Fingin on the brow of Sliabh Fuaidh.  Fingin prounounced a rather unfavourable judgement upon his patients condition but at length succeeded in curing him or at least in enabling him to share again in the conflict.  This he is said to have done by means of a curious bath formed by the narrow of a great number of cows which Cuchulainn had killed for this purpose.  The place where this bath was prepared received the name Smiramair or the marrow bath and this name is still preserved in Smarmore.  This place was situate in the ancient petty kingdom of Crioch Rois.  
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The rectory and manor of Smarmore belonged to the canons regular of St Mary’s abbey Navan.

1293
Robert was abbot of St Mary’s Navan.  He recovered against William Bran, messuage of and  forty eight acres of land in Shorththesdeston (Hurlestone) and twelve other acres in the same town against John Fitz Henry each by default.

1296
The abbot of the same monastery recovered a messuage and forty eight acres of land in Thirledstone in the county of Louth from William Bran and twelve acres in said county from John Fitz Henry of both which Roger Pipard had disseised Robert lately abbot there.

1378
This year Roger Bernard of Atherdee was charged by John abbot of St Mary’s Navan, with violently seizing at Rowestown - (Roestown), this county, John the son of Robert Kenneck a minor and a ward of the said abbots, and carrying him to Atherdee, contrary to the will of the said abbot, the sheriff was ordered to make diligent search for the said minor and to produce said in court.

15??
19th July the abbey of St Mary’s Navan was dissolved and the abbot was found seized of the manor of Smermore together with twelve messuages, six cottages, one hundred and thirty five acres of arable land and ten of pasture of the annual vaule besides all reprises of 10li 13s 4d., and it was found that William Elys held five acres in the said manor, at the annual rent of 3s 4d., Walter Kelly sixty acres of arable at 2s annual rent; and Nicholas Kelly ten acres of arable called Begg’s land at 6d annual rent; all held from the said manor by succage:  The abbot was also seized of forty acres of arable land in Hurleston, annual value besides reprises, 13s 4d, and of the Rectory of Smarmore of the annual value besides reprises of 8li.

1578
On 2 December of this year these lands were granted by Queen Elizabeth to Thomas Wakeley gent. For 21 years at the rent of 13li 1s  4d.

1583
10 February.  They were granted in reversions to Nicholas Aylmer gent. for fifty years to commence at the expiration of the former interest therein granted to Wakeley.

Aylmers interest in them ceased before the 1st January 1623 for on that date, King James the first granted to William Taaffe Esq. Co Louth; in Smarmore, the walls of an old castle, 3 messuages, 7 cottages arable 210 acres, pasture 12 acres, and mountain and pasture 30 acres; a chief rent of 3s 4d, issuing out of 5 acres arable, belonging to William Ellis in Smarmore; a chief rent of 2s. out of 60 acres belonging to William Kellis there; 6d. chief rent out of 10 acres belonging to Nicholas Kelly there called Bogg’s land; in Hurleston a castle, arable 40 acres pasture and underwood 3 acres, parcel of the possessions of the late monastery of Navan.

Dalton’s History of Dublin pg 612

In 1320 Prory Kilmainham sued William Taaffe of Smarmore for a carucate of land in Croynkstown near Lumleth, which he held by certain services and which being neglected the grant became null and void. 

TEMPEST'S ANNUAL, 1953 p.9

The First Race for the Ardee Hunt Cup

Monday,    March 28th, 1808
As at Murphy's the Club was assembled .

Determined to dine and to sup,

What suppose," savs Will Ruxton,
 " amongst us,

We subscribe for', and purchase a Cup.  

Now that racing is so much the fashion,

No reason at all can I see,

Since the Rangers have one at Dundalk, 

Why we should not have one at Ardee."

The lads they all liked the proposal,

The glasses went merrily round;

So approved of by all was the motion,

No dissenter was there to be found.  

The matter, thus far, was agreed on,

But where to run they did not know' 

Until Booth, 
 with a pinch in his finders,

Proposed to them- " at Mullacloe." 

The Colonel, 
 his hand on the bottle,

Then said he would run his bay mare;

By jove, if you do then," says Harry,
 

" I'll enter my grey horse, ' Kildare.' " 

Brab.
 said he would enter his Scrambler,"

Tom
 said he would run his Moll Roe,"

Then,  says Milling,
 " I'll enter my plough horse,

well known by the name of' Dunro

 The parties all met bv appointment,

Much figure and fashion were there;

So great was the sport and enjoyment,

Few races could with it compare.

First Milling advanced.like a tiger,

Next Joe
 mounted high on " Kildare,"

Close after Brab., Thomas and Alec,' 

The Captain
 was far in the rear.

The heats they were closely contested,

All went as hard as they could go;

Though no single horse was amongst them,

Could go at the pace of " Dunro-."

But Joe, being a bit of a jockey,

And having no other resource,

Got under the lee of poor Milling,

And drove him right out of the course.

Now Milling being stripped of the laurels

The race was between Brab. And Joe

Harry swore if Kildare had it in him:

That the Cup should to Munster
 ne'er go.

Both horses now ran with great fury,

They came at a desperate pace,

But Brab. had the heels of Squire Harrv

And so ended this beautiful race.

 So fill up the cup with Madeira

Let each drink his favourite toast 

But here’s to the horse and jockey

Who ran the wrong side of the post

HENRY McGEE opened a small one-storied grocery, store in Ardee in 1817, and thus started a 165 year unbroken run of McGee's of Ardee on that site.  Henry’s wife Mary, (nee Lambe) took over the running of the business following her husband's death in 1865, and passed on control to their son, Patrick, in 1871.  Patrick, described locallv as a "businessman of stature", extended the business into seeds, fertilisers, bicycles, oil engines, and farm implements.  From 1899 onwards McCormick reaper-and-binders were imported from the US.  One of the staff employed in the assembly of these crated binders was Owen Markey, a famous Louth footballer and holder of two All-Ireland Senior Football medals, who retired from McGee's in 1948.

Thomas Lambe McGee took control of the business in 1901 at a time of growing farmer prosperity, with farmers in the market for a wide range of services and machinery.  By this time McGee's premises on the Main Street of Ardee has been extended as adjoining properties were acquired.  Thomas saw the future possibilities of the motor car - which had still not made an impact in Ireland - and opened a garage in 1910.  The company handled early models of Ford, Morris, the Maxwell from the US, and cars like the De Dion from France. Later, McGee's opened a branch garage in Drogheda.  McGee's added tractors to the machinery line about 1910.

A History of farm mechanisation in Ireland   John Neill Watson Dublin 1993 p.26

Teac Cillin

The ruined church of Stickillin is all that remains of a parish, which once enjoyed an independent existence of its own.  It was a small parish in area, covering no more than the present townlands of Stickillin, Harristown and Hoathstown.  But its origin is to be sought in the time of Saint Patrick himself, to whom, indeed its church was dedicated in the Middle Ages.

Let us try to imagine what happened here in that dawn of the Faith when Saint Patrick and his disciples first visited these parts to evangelise what was then the kingdom of Fir Rois.  They present themselves before the local petty ruler, bó-aire, whose area of authority will later determine the territorial limits of the parish.  He has his chief men about him and he receives strangers to audience within the lios, which is his homestead.  This may have been the very spot where we are standing.  Here, it may be, our soft Irish air first stirred to the words of that gospel, which has ever since been faithfully cherished in this place.  For it was no uncommon thing for a convert chieftain to turn his residence into a church - it had been done, in fact, by the brother of our Saint Cillin sometime previously - and the network of souterrains, or underground passages, still existing hereabouts suggests that this was a residential site of some importance.  Here, then, after lengthy disclosures and much questioning, prolonged, perhaps, over many days, our forefathers bowed to the yoke of Christ and were baptised.  It only remains now for Saint Patrick to appoint one of his company to stay behind and take care of the infant church.  The man he chooses is Cillin Mac Niatu, from the country round Tuam in county Galway, and Cillin's name will be impressed on our countryside for evermore.  His feast occurs on the 27th of May.

After those first days silence falls on Stickillin, a long silence of full seven hundred and fifty years, during which our church is not mentioned even once in the annals.  Throughout that period the fabric of the church must have been many times renewed, wattle and clay giving place to stone and small structures being enlarged as the population grew.  Architectural features of the present building have been ascribed by experts to the latter half of the twelfth century.  It could, therefore, be due to the reforming influence of Donnchadh O Cearbhaill, Prince of Oirghialla: or be the work of the first Norman settlers at the end of the century.

It is the Normans who bring Stickillin back to our notice.  When Roger Pippard, Lord of Ardee, built a new monastery for the Crossed friars in 1207 he included in its endowments the church of Stickillin, with all tenements, rents and possessions belonging thereto, and the patronage of the benefice.  The significance of this was that the entire revenue of the parish would accrue to the friars, who would have the corresponding duty of providing a priest to minister to the people.  This arrangement was to last for some three hundred and thirty years.  It functioned smoothly and gave little occasion for comment in the documents of the time.  Now and again there is mention of some small contentious incident, or we learn of the appointment of a curate, that is, of a priest to exercise the care of souls on a temporary basis.  Thus in the middle of the fifteenth century the curate was one Alan Ashe, who was afterwards elected prior of his monastery in Ardee.

Into this placid existence came an ominous disturbance in the year 1539.  In that year King Henry VIII ordered the suppression of all religious houses and the surrender of their property into his hands.  Very soon the monastery in Ardee was dissolved and Stickillin found that revenues and appointments were now claimed by the Crown.  This, however, did not of itself bring much change in the ordinary tenor of parish life.  There was still a priest to minister to the flock, and in their church the people saw the Mass and the other familiar rites go on as before.  But with the advent of Queen Elizabeth the signs were plain that a crisis was at hand.  In England, parliamentary statute enforced worship according to the Book of Common Prayer, and the Queen only awaited an opportune moment to do the same in her Irish dominions.  This moment came with the collapse of the Irish effort at Kinsale and from that period, that is to say, from about the beginning of the seventeenth century, we can date the final extinction of Catholic worship in the church of Stickillin.  Whether it was used for worship at all after that time is very doubtful.  Protestants were scarcely to be found in this parish before the Cromwellian Settlement, and were exceedingly few even after that; and with Ardee so convenient they would hardly undertake the burden of putting the ruined church in repair and maintaining it.

The last phase of Stickillin's history is one of progressive abandonment and ruin.  Interments grew steadily fewer and with scarcely an effort in their defence, churchyard and ruins were surrendered to nature's untamed growth.  It was, therefore, a sorry spectacle which confronted Ardee Sub-committee of the County Louth Archaeological society when they came here in the summer of 1955 to commence the task of restoration.  But they were encouraged by generous contributions from the people of Ardee, by a grant of £100 from Bord Failte Eireann, and by the services of excellent workmen.  To the vigilance and care of these last is due to the salvaging of early stained glass and medieval pottery, and of a fourteenth century coin.  The excavation of the ruin has, happily, revealed the old altar still in position, and some interesting stone ornamentation.  The Baptismal font can be seen at the west end.

The parish, as distinct from the church, has not been the scene of any important incident in our history.  In medieval times the chief landlords were the families of Hadsor and Taaffe.  Later on it had a brief association with Richard Talbot, Earl of Tyrconnell, James II's viceroy who owned the townland of Stickillin from the Restoration of Charles 11 until the Jacobite downfall in 1691.

AN OUTLINE HISTORY OF
THE PARISH OF ST. MARY’S ABBEY, ARDEE

Joan S. Kieran

Prior to the Reformation, we have evidence of two and possibly three monasteries in Ardee.  The records do not always indicate very clearly to which of these monasteries they refer.  There is some disagreement among historians as to which of these early monasteries is the site of the present Church of St. Mary’s Abbey.

We can safely say that the church dates from the early thirteenth century and that parts of the original building are incorporated in the present structure.  It may well be that there was an even older church on the site.  We know from the Annals that in 985 A.D., the Shrine of St. Patrick was abducted from Ardee.  The Shrine having been in Ardee presupposes a Celtic monastery there.

In 1207, Rodger de Pippard founded the monastery and hospital of St. John the Baptist in Ardee for the Crutched Friars, under the rule of St. Augustine. We read that Rodger founded the monastery for the health of himself, his wife, Alicia, his father, William, his mother, Joan, and his brothers, Gilbert and Peter.  It is interesting to note that the monastery was under the rule of St. Augustine.  At the Lateran Council of 1139, Pope Innocent requested that several monasteries in Ireland, founded while Irish church functioned independently of the Roman See, be brought under the rule of St. Augustine.  Thus, it is possible that Rodger's monastery was founded on an older Celtic monastic site which was then brought under the rule of St. Augustine.

This monastery of St. John the Baptist became well established. and was granted land, the right to bring water, fisheries and an "efficient cartway"--- it seems that even in the thirteenth century there was a road problem!--also the tithes, etc. of the churches of Stickillen and Donaghmoyne.

The above charter was confirmed by Eugene, Archbishop of Armagh, who died in 1215.  He also gave the monastery the right to elect its own prior provided he was in Holy Orders.  The prior was to have unlimited power in all matters spiritual and temporal, he could receive both brothers and sisters, he was not to be deposed except for “reasonable and sufficient cause." The hospital was to be free and enjoy free right of sepulcre "saving to the church from whence the corpse is brought its full power and rights." The Archbishop also granted the monastery the very special privilege of the right to celebrate Mass during the term of public interdict but Mass was to be celebrated in "a low voice ,with the door shut and no bells were to be rung." It was to be celebrated "before the brethren and sisters and all who came for charity but excommunicated persons were to be excluded.  " Thus this monastery of St. John the Baptist appears to have been very important and to have become very prosperous.  We learn that it possessed the tithes and advowsons of St. Mary’s Ardee, St. John’s Ardee, St. Mary Magdalen Mapastown, St. Magdalen Mosstown and of the churches of Stickillen, Charlestown, Kildemock , Tallanstown, the White Church and it also possessed houses and lands in or near Ardee.

This information concerning the monastery of St. John the Baptist at Ardee is taken from the writings of Archdall.  He and other writers believe that the present church of St. Mary’s Abbey and the ruins beside it are the remains of the monastery of St. John.

Between 1272 and 1307, Ralph St. Nicholas who had married into the de Pippard family, founded a carmelite Monastery at Ardee dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It does not seem to have been of any great importance and all traces of it are lost, unless as some believe, the present St. Mary’s Abbey is the remains of this monastery.  A Papal Bull of 1314/15 ordered that 6 pounds be paid by the Sheriff of Ardee at the order of the King to the Friars Of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mt.  Carmel at Ardee as alms.  Some years later, the Primate commanded William Smith, Vicar of St. Mary’s Ardee, to receive and shelter all clerics from civil law. Two Priors of this monastery are authenicated: Henry, prior in 1366, and Patrick who was prior at the time of surrender in 1540, when the monastery was valued at 278 shillings, and 2 pence.

From the annals, we learn that in 1318 "Edward Bruce burnt the Church of St. Mary Atherdee filled with women and children." (Though I have been using the modern name of Ardee, the form Atherdee was used until well into the nineteenth century.) Was it the Carmelite monastery into which the women and children of Ardee had fled to seek protection from the army of Edward Bruce and was it this monastery that Bruce burnt?  This could account for the disappearance of all records of the  Carmelite monastery.  On the other hand, we have evidence of a Prior Patrick of this monastery in 1540, and a valuation figure for the monastery in that year.

'The monastery of St. John the Baptist appears to continue to be of greater importance.  In 1340, Edward III confirmed its charter at Westminister.  When the monastery was surrendered to Henry VIII, the then prior, George Dowdall, was granted a pension by the King of 20 pounds a year till he got preferment. Some years later, Dowdall was appointed Primate of Armagh.

In 1406, we hear of an ordination being held in St John the Baptist Ardee.  "William Saye, a friar, the son of a priest" was ordained in St. John’s.  In 1422, a convocation was held in Ardee.  In 1450, a Brother William Coke, who was a witness in a court case, said in his evidence that he remembered courts being held in the Church of St. Mary which was opposite the cemetery of St. John the Baptist and that it consisted of "a big aisle with a huge wooden cross with feet of stone at which used to sell butter and eggs." This seems certainly to suggest that the Church of St. Mary was in ruins.

In 1496, a convocation was held in Ardee at which it was ordered that 5 shillings, be paid to the Primate on account of his extreme poverty.

Synods were held in Ardee in 1489 and 1492.  The latter was moved to Ardee from Drogheda on account of the plague then raging in Drogheda, but the plague followed it to Ardee.

In 1539, the town of Ardee was pillaged by Con O'Neill.  In 1612, the Priory of St. John was granted to Garrett Moore by James I.

In 1622, we learn that the church was in ruins.  In 1690, the chancel and body of the church were in ruinous condition.  The chancel would cost 90 pounds to repair and the body of the church 200 pounds.  There was a discernible gap in the building between the body and chancel - however it was sufficiently intact to be used for services, as we are told that there was no bell and the people had to be called to worship by the sexton ringing a hand bell.  In 1692, the church is described as being large with an arched wall. (This arch maybe the same one still extant in the church.) The walls and aisle are described as good but the chancel as ruinous. It had been promised to be repaired since 1641 but there were so few people and the church was so large that it was not possible to raise the money.  Almost 300 years later, these difficulties are still facing the parish.  Fortunately in 1693, Lord Brabazon Moore, a descendent of Garrett Moore, rebuilt the church.

In 1745, Isaac Butler, the writer, described the church as having 3 aisles supported by 2 rows of pillars.  In 1768, a report to the Lord Justice stated: “The rectory of St. Mary's Ardee belonging to St. John the Baptist was granted to Lord Moore descendent of Garrett Moore, who built the church by order of the court.

In 1792, the writer and traveler, Grose, says that nothing remains of the monastery of St. John the Baptist except one of the cells.  The principal chapel is converted into a church and in use.  The belfry standing, but in decay.  All is surrounded by a high wall.  Grose’s woodcut of 1794 of the church shows the north aisle battlemented.

The rest of my observations are taken from the extant records of the church.  They give an interesting insight into the life and times of the parish in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries as well as giving us information about the church.

The oldest records are in a vestry book dated 1732-61.  In 1730, a Primatical Commission studies the church with a view to reducing its size.  It is now one-third of its original size.  In 1736, 20 shillings were paid for repairing a cornice.  In 1737, 30 shillings were paid for pointing the big aisle.  In 1742, pointing and slating church cost 5 pounds and 4 shillings, this included 3 new rafters and a new door for the north side.  A hinge and staple for same cost 12 shillings.  In 1743, white washing the church cost 18 shillings.  In 1748-49, paving was put in the church.  In 1751, the roof had to be repaired again.  Eighteen pounds was the price agreed.  Three Messrs.  Banks, Barren and Hatch were appointed to see "that the money was justly laid out." In 1752, 20 pounds were spent for new ceiling (lathe and plaster).

The money was to be raised by allotment of so much per acre.  The acreage is given as follows:


Stickillen
669 acres
Kildemock
1649 acres


Smarmore
805 acres
Shandlis
990 acres


Atherdee
2009 acres
Undistinguished75 acres

A wheelbarrow cost 8 shillings.

In 1760, 1 pound was allotted for the making of forms for the poor and strangers to use in the church.  Were they not allowed to use the pews or was there not sufficient room in them? We do know that some years later controversy arose among the parishioners over the seatings in the church and it seems that there was barely sufficient seating.  This is now difficult to envision and contrasts greatly with the description given in 1692 and with present day.

In 1759, the building of the church yard wall was begun and 5 pounds were set aside to finance the building.  Five pounds were again allotted in 1761, 1764, 1766, 1767, 1769, 1770, and 1772.  Finally in 1774, the wall was finished. It prevented "people and animals from trespassing." If the latter were found by the sexton, they were to be impounded.

In 1778, the wall is ordered to be raised to 7 feet and 2 feet thick, at a cost of 4 shillings and 3 pence per perch.  There must have been objections to the wall being raised as reward is offered for information leading to persons pulling down the wall.

In 1761, the roof was giving trouble and a contract was entered into with George Bellew "who is to guarantee his work will stand 3 years and he is not to receive any money till the parishioners appear and are satisfied with his work" A large prayer book cost 8 1/2 pence.

In 1765, the church is described as being "in ruinous condition" and an appeal is made to the gentlemen of the parish and country for assistance as the inhabitants cannot raise enough money.  In 1781, it cost 9 pounds, 17 shillings and 3 pence to complete the pound at Kildemock.  The following year, there is an entry of 1 pound, 7 shillings and 8 pence for repairing the pound at Milloxtown.  It is referred to as the united parish pound so we may take it as being the same pound as Kildemock as the two places are adjacent.  There is a reward of 5 pounds offered for information as to who broke open this pound and stole a cow from it.

In 1782, relatives of those buried in the old chancel outside the east end of the church complained of the state of the graves there.  They were told to repair same at their own expense.

In 1787, we read, "things are going from bad to worse" and James Hunter was contracted for 290 pounds to do major repairs, provide new pews, and gothic tops to the windows.

In 1789, the east and west windows of the south aisle were repaired - note this was prior to the present front being built.

In 1790, Sarah Grey is paid 11 shillings to clean the windows and seats.  The same year, W.  Ruxton, Parkinson Ruxton, and the Rev. Woodward are to wait on the Hon.  John Foster to see if he will repair the chancel, as he promised to do when the church was repaired.

In 1793, Mr Hume alters the entrance from the south side to its present position on the west end.

In 1794, the clergy, priest and sheriff agree to have 50 beggar’s badges made and distributed so as to prevent strangers receiving charity.

In 1795, 1797, and 1802, militia men are raised.  In 1795, lamps are to be

provided for the town.  It is to cost 34 pounds, 2 shillings and 6 pence to

provide such lamps and proper oil for them.  The money is to be raised by levy.

The value of the town is put at 1,000 pounds and 8 1/2 pence in the pound will

suffice.  A salary of 6 pounds a year is to be paid to somebody to attend to

the lamps.  In 1867, the church was repaired again and completely plastered inside.

In 1899, extensive restoration work was carried out on the church.  The ceiling was removed in the chancel and the roof timbered.  The marble floor was laid in the sanctuary.  The east window in memory of Chichester Fortescue installed.  The Stone mullions of this window were designed by the Rector, Mr.  Ford.  During this work, the piscina in the pillar on the south side of the sanctuary was revealed and examination of the ground showed traces for 2 feet into the ground where the water from the piscina drained away.  When putting in the furnace for central heating, Mr.  Ford writes that 4 1/2 to 6 feet underground was found an early burial place.  The bodies were laid on top of each other, there was no traces of wood or iron so it may be these people were monks buried in their habits.  In a bed of mortar surrounded by rough stones on a sort of couch was the body of a man 7 feet or more in length.  Across the forehead from ear to ear, he measured 14 inches.  The foundation of the 1207 church was built in such a way as to leave an opening for the head of this man.  Unfortunately, there is no further information, presumably these graves were covered in again.

In 1907-08, the roof loft was discovered; it had been plastered up during the repairs in 1867.  The present organ was installed at this time. It is in fact comprised of parts of two organs and was purchased secondhand in London.  Particulars of the purchase exist.  It is a very fine instrument.  The church plate is valuable.  The chalice dates from 1689.

But the oldest object in the church and older than any of building is the very fine early celtic font.  This was originally found at Mansfieldstown.

Outside the church, a portion of an early cross thought to have been a market cross which once stood in the market square of Ardee, was erected on a modern shaft at the instigation of the Reverend Ford in 1925.

I have given just an outline history of this ancient building.  When we consider that it covers five and a half centuries, we realize how much has yet to be researched and written about the church and Ardee.

Protestant Church of St. Mary's


The ancient Augustinian Friary, of which this interesting edifice once formed a part, was founded in the year 1207, by Roger de Pippard, Lord of Atherdee, for Crouched Friars, and dedicated to St. John. Various rights of fishing and church patronage conferred by the founder, were confirmed by Eugene Archbishop of Armagh, who gave to its Prior, in addition, the supreme spiritual and temporal government of the Church in 1215. The charters and privileges were confirmed by Edward III. In 1533 George Dowdall, the last Prior, surrendered to Henry VIII, and received £20 a year until Henry made him Primate of Armagh, with a life grant from the Priory possessions. The present building faces the west, and is in a fine state of preservation. Evidently the original church consisted of a nave and two side aisles. As it stands the edifice takes in the nave and south aisle, the extremity of the front wall on the northern side being on a line with the boundary of the Rev. George Studdert's burial place. This single wall is battlemented, and seen from Market St. had an imposing appearance. A handsome old tower with a winding stone stairs stands at the south-western corner. Leaning against the wall in the vestibule, is an ancient piece of carving representing the Virgin and child. F8ve pillars of noble proportions support the solid arches of the nave, each pillar being more than five feet in diameter. These, with the arches, are stone, but the church having been repaired in the age of stucco, 1812, its finest features were treated to a liberal coat of plaster, the removal of which would entail considerable expense. The latest general repairs and additions were made in 1867. Since then the chancel has been repaved and wainscoted by the Rev. George Studdert. The oak pulpit was a gift from Lord Carlingford, and the reading desk from Mr. Ruxton. Tablets to the memory of Anne Parkinson Ruxton, to Alexander Henry, J.P., Rathescar, 1866; William Milling, 1862, and to members of the Ruxton family are set in the walls. A monument with interesting inscription on the western wall is to the memory of Capt. Arthur Upton Fox Ruxton. It was erected by his brother officers of the 3rd Punjab Infantry. In the floor of the south aisle are engraved flags to William Ruxton, with a coat of arms, 1783, and to Priscilla Ruxton, 1743. A stained window in the eastern end of the aisle is in memory of the brothers Hatch, and represents the Prophet Jeremiah reading a scroll, John baptizing Christ, and Thomas putting his hand into the wounded side of the Saviour. A small stoup, or piscina, in the pillar near the reading desk, has a pipe, or outlet, into the ground, and was in this position in the old church for washing the hands or rinsing the chalice at Mass. An underground passage is said to exist from the church to the Castle of Ardee. In the near neighbourhood of the church, toward the north-east, is a building known as "the old college", said to have been partly destroyed by fire. The remains have no special interest in themselves.

Ardee Catholic Church  ( Bassett.  Louth County Guide and directory. 1886 p.193)


This handsome and substantial edifice of cut limestone stands in John St., near the junction of the Collon and Dunleer roads. It bears the date 1829, and in style is broad and ample, having a frontage of fifty-six feet and a depth of one hundred feet. Iron clustered pillars support the nave, and there are galleries at three sides. A pale green tint lines the sanctuary walls, the apse being a rich fret work. 

Over the high altar is a stained glass window of five lights, representing scenes illustrating the life of St. John the Baptist; the angel appearing to Zacharias, the Madonna and two children, and Elizabeth; the Baptism of Christ; the preaching of John, and Herodias receiving St. John's head in a charger. 

White and tinted marbles and caen stone compose the high altar, richly carved in canopied niches, enclosing graceful figures. The front panel is a relief of the Last Supper. A tablet on the right of the chancel arch tells the "This chancel and sanctuary, with the high altar and principal stained glass window, were erected to the memory of the Rev. Canon Levins, late pastor of this parish, by his parishioners and personal friends." The pavement is handsomely tiled, and in the centre is a brass cross embedded in marble, inscribed to Canon Levins. 

Munich windows light the sides of the sanctuary. Those on the left are in memory of John McIver, M.D., 12th of August, 1875, and Clara Catherine Moore, 12th of January, 1883. On the right are windows in the same style to John Halpenny, 17th of June, 1871, and his son Thomas, 21st of November, 1875 and to Michael Halpenny, June 14th, 1881. Over the left altar are windows to the memory of Elizabeth Flanagan, and Mrs. Maria O'Hanlon; and on the opposite side there is one to Margaret Fitzpatrick. Statues of the Virgin and Sacred Heart, stand on either side of the chancel. Viewed from the entrance door the effect of the interior is bright and rich, and speaks of a generous expenditure. 

20th June 1977





80 Sliabh Breagh

Dear Fr Kennedy

It has been mentioned to me that I have ignored the works of Willie Manning of Riverstown, Ardee.  Actually I have overlooked him, so here is a sample of his work for publication.  Also a note on grotto for your private information.

Best Wishes 

James Rafferty

Notes on Our Lady Shrine at St Mary’s Church Ardee    Sic

It is almost certain that a small roadway from Bridge Street (from the River?)  It was used for the purpose of the old for years.  The main door of the school faced the yard.  There was no gate at the river bridge then, only a tile.  At the building of extension to St Mary Canon Levins 2nd had considerable trouble in getting the land he required from Lee Norman, Boylan est.  When the building was finished the right of way or roadway continued to be used and so it went for many years.  And the gentry always used this road on visits to Ardee union workhouse.  When G Boylan built the houses near the bridge, a gate was erected by the mill people to keep a clear way for to adjust the gates.  This was the first attempt to indicate that there was no longer a roadway from the river.  And one can assume that the teachers by use of the front door encouraged the pupils to come up Bridge Street.  The most of above events occured during the time of Canon Rogers a man who had always keep in good terms with all local gentry and had obtained a few parcels of land around Ardee from these people.  But had he plans to enclose St Mary’s Church?  Local tradition says he had.  He was followed by Canon Lyons (afterwards Bishop of Kilmore)  who directed a Mr McGahon of Dundalk to design a railing and 3 other masons.  2 of the Matthews ‘Tom the Scull’ was foreman and being supplied with cut stone the walls were built in a matter of 3 or 4 weeks.  But when finished in completely enclosed the right of way to school of John Street.  It was rumoured that Tom the Scull had read the plans wrong?  Canon Lyons at once commenced to repair Ballypousta, with members of the Kerr family.  But rumour was rife that a court action was coming about the closure of the right of way to school and river.  As work in Ballypousta continued Paddy Malone of John Street started work on present grotto.  It was completed in a matter of weeks.  There was no official opening.  No public collections for the railings or the grotto.  But it was later stated that the money for the grotto came from the ….. Donnells who had the post office where Dr McCarthy now resides.  These 3 old ladies had inherited a legacy from Barney McLoughlin who kept a tavern in part of the present O’Neills Drapers.  They are all buried in old St Mary’s.  No one was ever credited with giving the money from the railings.  Had the court case gone against Canon Lyons the people who were contesting it would have to pass the grotto on their way to or from the river, and this might not be agreeable to them at that period of time.  No court case came and a porch was added to national school in 1938.  That a pass existed along St Mary’s there is ample evidence, for the ballad of the Calf’s Head found on the old altar (before extension) to St Mary’s and the amount of articles written on this incident clearly shows that a roadway existed around the church at that period.  Much of this note is folk tradition, but there exists the full text of the sermon preached in St Mary’s on the Sunday after the calf’s head was found.  And a copy of the man and woman’s statement to a curate in Drogheda in which they stated that they always passed St Mary’s church coming from Mullacrew, and often rested or sheltered from a storm as they did the night the calf’s head was blown through the window.  I have searched in vain for any record of official opening of grotto on railings.

DRAKESTOWN            DCXV, 423II2.  Assignment, 30 Sept, 1809, between Rev. Charles Waters, Ardee, of i p, and John Taaffe, jun, Smarmore Castle, Patrick Boylan Kilpatrick and Edwd Norris, Obritstown, gents, of o p.

Recited: I   . Nath Manning, Drakestown, gent, by 1, 27 Feb, I787, demised to sd Waters, Rev Philip Levins, John Moonan, Patrick Norris and Joseph Bregagh a plot in Drakestown cont 2 r 34 p then or late in poss of Michael Kellett, in parish of Kildemock, bounded N Kilpatrick, S by new road to Drogheda, E Kilpatrick and W Smaranar and Hurdlestown, for 999 years at rent of  16/3d

ii.
The lessees had, by memorandum on back of 1, declared they trustees for inhabitants of united parishes of Kildemock, Smarmor and Shanliss.

iii. 
A chapel has been erected and a burial ground established. Last four lessees are now dead, and the survivor wishes to assign his interest.

Witnessed:
This is now done.

Witnesses:
Thos Boylan, James Devlin of Shan Aam (?), Thomas Smith, gent.

C.L.A.J. 1949 Historical Notes on the Townlands of Drakestown and Kilpatrick. 

Rev D.Mc Ivor. p.74

THE CHANTRY COLLEGE, ARDEE.

(CLAJ 1939)

Built in the latter part of the 15th century bv Walter Verdon, Chaplain, for the

residence in common in a Hall and rooms of certain Chaplains employed in the Church of St. Mary’s.

The building had originally a two storey extension at the rere.  The ground floor, as was usual at that period, is a stone-vaulted store room with a round arched door at the back.  The windows are late insertions except for the small one high up in the left gable: the archway and room over are also later additions.  The main door, leading into the first storey, was reached by a curved -flight of stone steps.  It was in the position of the present opening.  The roof was thatch.

The house was inhabited up to about 6o or 70 years ago.  Its last tenant named Gunnell was sexton to the church.

Convent of Mercy

On February 1st, 1858, a little group of sisters gathered round a table in the Convent of Mercy, Dundalk.  The table had been set for dinner and they were dining in style, yet, not even the fresh salmon could do much to lift their spirits.  This was their last dinner together before the chosen trio, viz:- Sr. M. Vincent Darcy, Sr. M. Xavier Carroll and Sr. M. Stanislaus Keegan set out on the morrow to begin the new foundation in Ardee.  No doubt those selected for the mission were comforted by the fact that they would be accompanied by their superioress, M. M. de Sales Vigne - that valiant woman to whom Mother McAuley with her usual perception had referred in 1840 as “Sr. Fanny, prompt and promising”.  However, the sisters knew full well that M. M. de Sales would soon have to return to her own community and that they would have to weather the storm alone.

We can form some idea of the sacrifice made by the Dundalk community when we bear in mind that it was now parting with three of the first five postulants to enter its novitiate since its foundation on October 27, 1847, and just a little more than a year later for the same good cause it would part with a fourth - M. M. Evangelist White.  All three sisters chosen for the mission had but recently put their hands on the plough; they had spent but a decade or less in the religious life, yet, they were willing and ready to face the hardships and trials which were inevitable in a new foundation.

Many had worked long and diligently that a convent might be established in Ardee.  As early as January 13, 1855 we read that a meeting was held in the Ardee Church “for the purpose of promoting the establishment of a convent in Ardee, for which a most desirable site had been secured”.  Those gathered together on that memorable occasion were convinced that a community of Sisters would “advance religion, promote education and the general moral tone of the humbler classes”.  Indeed so convinced were they of the advantages “which must result to religion and morality….. from the establishment of a convent amongst the crowded pauper population in Ardee” that a subscription list was opened and no less than £1,700 was donated or pledged on that day.  During the next few years funds poured in.  The Rev. John Canon Levins Sen. P.P. contributed £600 while the contributions of generous parishioners ranged from £470 which was donated by the Taaffe family of Smarmore Castle, to the, no doubt hard earned, sums of 6p or 4p which were donated by many parishioners.

With regard to the site for the new convent, tradition tells us that the Rev. Canon J. Levins (senior) was confined to bed on the day appointed for the sale of Clement Mullen’s land on High Mill Park.  Accordingly, Canon Levins sent Father Edward Dooley, his curate, to represent him at the auction.  The land was ideally situated in close proximity to the town and there were many wealthy protestants anxious to secure it, but Fr Dooley  continued to bid and was encouraged to do so by local parishioners such as Philip Callan who assured the priest that he “would back him up” as long as there was a stone in Dowdstown”.  Fr Dooley secured the land and this is his first recorded act on behalf of the Ardee Community - acts which were so numerous as to cause Sr. M. Cecilia McArdle to remark many years later to the honourable Mrs. O’Farrell that “the stones of the Convent should pray for Fr Dooley”.  We read, for instance in the Convent accounts for the year 1860 “April 10th - Received from Rev. E. Dooley towards finishing the schools the sum of £87.  On May 5th there was a further donation of £5, and so his goodness and charity to the infant community continued.

It is interesting to note that the land which was secured from Clement Mullen was originally the property of friars whose ronastery was suppressed by Henry VIII.  In the years which  intervened between the reformation and 1858 the land passed from one family to another, but it was only in 1858 that it returned to the ownership of a religious community. 

The Convent which Canon J. Levins had built, was second to none in the splendour of its architecture.  It was built of granite and cut limestone and both inside and outside displayed great elegance.  In point of surroundings the convent is also highly favoured as it stands on its own grounds and occupies the most commanding position in Ardee.

No mention is made of the Gate Lodge until 1861 when the great benefactor - Mr O’Hanlon of Baltrasna left £100 for “convent use”, £250 for finishing the building, £250 for a gate house and £400 towards an orphanage.  The £400 was lent for a time to Fr Levins while the remaining sums were expended on convent walls, painting the entire outside of the convent, gate house and gate piers.

No sooner had the Sisters arrived in Ardee than they began to visit the poor and sick in their homes.  Soon they sought permission to visit the inhabitants of the workhouse.  We read in the Dundalk Democrat in April 24, 1858 that: “the Board of Guardians of Ardee Union, at their meeting on Tuesday last, J. Caraher Esq. in the chair unanimously adopted the resolution permitting the Sisters of Mercy to visit the workhouse.  The resolution was moved by Mr. P. M. O’Hanlon in an able and interesting speech and seconded by Mr. Owen Callan.  The chairman, in putting the resolution addressed the Board on the question, and described the services the good sisters would perform for the poor catholic inmates of the establishment.

A certain Mr Adams objected to the visits of the Sisters; he considered such visits “unnecessary and a reflection on the officers”.  It is interesting to note, however, that while Mr. Adams protested against the motion… “he did not vote against it”.

On February 1st, 1876 the sisters took up residence in the workhouse where they cared for the sick and dying.  They also undertook the care of poor deprived and often unwanted children then resident in the workhouse.

Convent of the Immaculate Conception


In point of surroundings, the Convent of Mercy is highly favoured, as it occupies the most commanding position in Ardee. It is an offshoot from the Dundalk Convent, and was built in 1858 by the contributions of the people in and around Ardee. Its gates open upon the Dunleer Road, opposite the comparatively new and handsome Parochial House, and a long avenue leads between rising green fields to the front door. The building is granite and cut limestone and, both inside and out, displays great elegance. In point of finish the reception and community rooms are unexceptionable, being done in richly carved oak, with furniture to match. Fine engravings, in tasteful frames, are a feature of these rooms and the statuettes, bookcases, and other fittings are n perfect keeping. The characteristic spotlessness of a convent is more than usually striking from an appearance of newness in everything. The beautiful chapel is heightened in the effectiveness of its adornment by an altar in carved blue and white marbles, and Munich windows. A long and handsome corridor connects the chapel with the sacristy, reception rooms and school, which is under the National Board, and in August, 1885, had an attendance of 260 girls. There is also a ladies' school. Seventeen sisters were in community at the time mentioned. Their duties included teaching, visitation of the sick and attendance at the Union Workhouse. 

The Jumping Church, Enchanted Cave, St. Patrick's Well, Danish Mount, &c.

Leaving Ardee by the Dunleer Road through a broad street of artisans' dwellings, there is fond the narrow lane-like way leading to the "Jumping Church" of Millockstown. A series of gentle hills carry the road to a height from which the view on every side may be described as exceedingly charming. Far away to the left are the Carlingford and Mourne Mountains. Looking back at Ardee, there are its romantic castles, the old tower of the Augustinian Friary, the demesne of Ardee House and the river, winding through the town like a silver streak. In all the other directions are splendidly cultivated fields, and well wooded estates, reminding of a hundred word-paintings by great lovers of rural nature. Near the handsome rectory, residence of the Rev. George Studdert, the road is deeply sheltered by trees until the ancient churchyard of Millockstown is revealed on the left, about a mile from the town. The condition of the graves and monuments is such that it is difficult to decide at first sight which wall it was the jumped. It soon becomes manifest, however, that a piece of masonry eighteen to twenty feet high, and of about equal breadth, has been removed bodily from its foundation and set upright, but with one corner higher than the other, some five feet further toward the middle of what was once the church interior. The legend connected with this wonderful displacement is that a person of unsavoury reputation was buried near the base of the gable inside the ruin, and that this method was taken by supernatural power to put his unregenerate bones out of the pale.


There is a cave at Hacklim, or Garrett's Fort, on the lands of Mr. Thomas K. Coleman, Baltrasna House, which is supposed to contain a troop of enchanted horsemen. The belief of the peasantry on the subject is that the foremost rider has a sword which if drawn from its scabbard the spell will be lifted, and he and his companions liberated. It is said that a brave young fellow once went to test the truth of the legend, and when he had drawn the sword half way out, the horsemen began to tremble, whereat he became so much alarmed that he allowed it to fall back again. It is a fact that a great many years ago an attempt was made by a gang of workmen to explore the cave. But the fear of terrible consequences so filled them with alarm that most of them became dangerously ill, and remained so for weeks. Since then no further effort has been made in a like direction. Garret’s Fort almost adjoins the "Jumping Church".


St. Patrick's Well, a place once largely resorted to by the people from all parts of the country, is on the farm of Mr. Patrick Boylan, Kilpatrick. It is about two miles from Ardee. A flag covers the well, and upon it are foot and knee-prints, and the impression of a staff, chiselled in commemoration of the saint's visit to the well. On Mr. Boylan's place there is also a quarry containing a great abundance of black and white crystals, some of them so hard as to excellently serve the purpose of glasscutters. They are exceedingly beautiful, and may some day be worked into ornaments and extensively exported to America. 


In a pasture on the verge of the town, off the Dunleer road, is a Danish mount or station of considerable magnitude. It has a double ditch, and is ascended b a circular path. The summit is about thirty feet in diameter, and has lately been planted with trees. The sides are closely covered with hawthorns. There is no indication that may attempt has ever been made to ascertain the contents of the interior.

21 July 1776.  Took my leave of this prince of improvers [Foster in Collon] who gave me a letter to Mr Forster of Rossy Park [identified in a note as Rushwee Park, near Slane]; bent my course thither; but, being from home, went on to Atherdee; and one of the finest sheets of corn I ever beheld is from the hill which looks down on that town.  It is a glorious prospect, all waving hills of wheat as far as the eye can see, with the town of Atherdee in a wood in the vale.

(Arthur Young, A Tour in Ireland 1776-1 779 (reptd Shannon, 1970), i, II 5).

A turf house on the bog at Ardee

I took this photograph a number of years ago but I cannot trace the date.  It was very early in the century.

Father MacIvor tells me that within living memory there were many of such houses there, some better than others.  The better ones would be plastered within and without with yellow clay, properly thatched and provided with a chimney; the poorer ones, like this photograph, unplastered and roughly thatched, or covered, with furze.

The better ones, so long as the walls were protected from damp, probably made quite a good house, though a storm might shake them a bit.  They were certainly cheap to build and possibly just as good as more recent constructions in cement blocks.

Certainly the old mud-walled thatched cottages could not be beaten for evenness of temperature, summer and winter.


H.G.Tempest

A CENSUS OF ARDEE, COUNTY LOUTH, IN 1760

BY THE Rev. Dermot MacIvor

The Vestry Minute Books of Ardee union of parishes commence with the year 1732, the first volume going as far as 1761 inclusive.  As well as the usual minutes of vestry meetings, the first volume also contains other interesting memoranda such as records of baptisms, marriages and burials, and a list of those householders in the town of Ardee who were liable for church cess.

Church cess served both ecclesiastical and secular purposes.  It provided the necessities of worship, but it also went to the repair of roads and to lighting the streets of the town.  Like all cesses it would have been unpopular, most of all with the Catholic population, who saw their money used to maintain a religion in which they did not believe.  This, no doubt, explains the scarcity of the indicative comma in the list below.  This cess payable seems to have been determined by the size of one’s house; but only houses of a certain size were liable.  Thus the present list is far from being a complete census of the inhabitants of Ardee.  It has, however, the double merit of distinguishing the residents by streets, and of being ix years older than the earliest comparable list hitherto in print.

The other list just referred to will be found in the County Louth Archaeological Journal X I, p. 72.  It is much more extensive than ours, since it purports to cover, not only the parish of Ardee, but all the parishes of the union.  It ignores streets and townlands; but it makes a distinction of its own between Protestant and Papist; and with the aid of this, and information from elsewhere, it is possible to indicate below, with an asterisk those householders of the town who were certainly or very probably Protestant.  As to this, it may be useful to readers to mention that Ardee Catholic registers of baptisms, marriages and deaths commence in 1763.  Baptisms, marriages and burials of the Established Church from 1732 to 1758 are in the first Vestry Minute Book, as already explained, but are then totally missing until they recommence in their own proper registers towards the end of the century.

On the basis of the present list it is possible to make a rough estimate of the population of Ardee at the time.  The houses in the list number 222.  To allow for the cabins of the poorer people add half as many again, making a total of 333.  At an average of six persons per household this would bring the population to about 2,000.

Matter in square brackets below has been added by the writer.  It is his pleasing duty to thank the Rev. J.M. Jennings, in allowing access to the Vestry Minute Books.

A list of the inhabitants of the town of Atherdee with the charge upon each house for paying the church cess as plotted in 1760.

STREET
  PERSON’S NAME
CHARGE
Those who pay are marked (,)

Irish Street
  *William Pepper, Sen.
6,

[commencing

*Peter Ford

4,

on the west 
 
  James McConnin
2   not inhabited.


side from 
   Laurence Malone
2   waste.

north to 
   Tho: Swinburne, Senr.
2

south]
   Widdow William
4   would not pay.


   Tho: Brown
2,


   Edward Maguire
2,


   Patt. Maginnis
2


   Richard Boyle
2,


   Patt. Reilly

2,


 *John Crinion
2,


   John Fox

2


   James Boyle
2,


   Roger Maguire
2


   Patt. Murphy
2,


  *Arch. Thompson
4   would not pay, as being a pensioner.

[east side
   Pierce Travers
2,

from south
   Patt. Donagan
2,

to north]
   Patt. Mathews
2,


  *Clement Eakins
2


  *Robert Ward
4,


   Th: Hoy

2


  *Debbie Hatch
2


  *Wm. Pepper, Junr.
4,


   Patt. Mooney
2,


   James McConnin
2,


   Owen Courtney
2,


   John Duffy

2


   Michael Taaffe
2,


  *John Smart

2


  *Michael Brooks
2


   John Farley

2

The present chapter we must account as essential to this volume.  It recounts the story of the building of the present parish church of St Mary’s.  This was the first act of the Catholic people of Ardee in their newly one citizenship, an expression of the reviving strength and confidence of the Catholic community, rising up from the condition of *** slavery in this own land.  And although it only replaced a chapel of the later penal days on the same site the new church was ambitious enough in style and appearance to express altered frame of the Catholic mind.  It represented an emergence from the garb of inferiority and poverty in which Catholic worship had to seekk tolerance from an alien ascendancy, an assertion of the regained power of the Irish Catholic people to maintain and practise their religion in fitting dignity.

With the building of the new Church one name stands out prominently, that of Rev. John Levins.  So much so that the history of the works is almost identical with the history of his pastorate. 

Father John Levins, came to Ardee as Parish Priest at the beginning of 1821.  He occupied the house in Hale Street now belonging to Mr M Markey and still called the “Old Priests House”.  It had originally  been built for a steward of Mr Dawson of Dawsons Demesne.  A rough carving Rev J Levins Parish Priest Ardee 1821 “on the wall of the stable, probably done by his servant man, goes to show that Fr Levins was actually residing there in 1821.

The minute book which he commenced on 12th March 1821 contains many items of interest.  A gift of communion cloths by Mrs Flanagan (owner of the house now Mr P Healy’s) is recorded and also the names of twelve persons who gave candles for Christmas 1922.  The most valuable entry in a list of properties of pews who paid the chapel rent of 2/6d for the year 1822-3.  The list is here given with an attempt to identify the bearer of each name.

Philip Boylan (Harristown, now Mr Lester Doran’s grand-uncle of late Philip Callan, Dowdstown) 

John Norris (Stickillen, now Mr J McKeever’s).

Mrs Addy (Moore Hall, now Mr John Speer’s Mill)

Mrs Fitzpatrick (Grocer, Castle Street)

Thomas Callan (Bridge Mills)

Mrs Keenan (Baltrasna)

Thomas Wyre (Ballygowan, now Mr T McEnteggart’s)

Patrick Ward (Draper, Castle Street)

John Callan (Streamstown, great grand-father of Messrs J & N Durnin)

James Devlin (Clock-maker, Market Street)

Stephen Carney (Chandler, Castle Street)

Brian Reilly (Chandler, Castle Street)

Pat Murphy (Hotel, Market Street)

Mrs Reynolds (Roestown)

As appears from the minute book some repairs of the old Church or chapel as it was then the fashion to call it, were carried out in 1821-2.  The floor and doors were patched up and the defects in the roof made good by John Carr, a name represented today in the fourth generation at the same trade.  The cost of these and other small projects was defrayed by the old fashioned plan of a special collection.

This constant patching of an old fabric made the question of a new Church one of practical politics.  Besides the old structure was quite too small for the large congregation.  The form the question took was “Shall we enlarge the old chapel or build a new one?”  From the minute book already referred to, we trace the discussions  the steps taken and the ultimate response.  At a “Meeting of the Roman Catholic Parishioners of Ardee held in the chapel on Sunday 5th January 1823, commenced at the request of the Rev. Fr. Levins P.P.  Mr Philip Boylan of Harristown in the chair” it was resolved  “that it appears to this meeting that the chapel requires improvement” and a committee of 31 was appointed to raise funds for the work.  The committee was empowered to assess the parishioners in case the voluntary subscriptions should be less than was required and also to apply for donations to people in the neighbouring parishes who attended the chapel.  It was also resolved that a collection should be made at the chapel gates each family by 3 of the committee in rotation.  The money collected was to be deposited  in the Ardee Savings Bank.  Father Levins and Nicholas Flanagan of Castle Street were appointed treasurers, Philip Boylan of Harristown, Chairman and Henry Addy of the Moore Hall Mill, secretary of the committee.

At a meeting on 11th May subcriptions payable in 3 instalments by 8th December following to the amount of £293  were guaranteed by 20 persons.  It is worth while recording the list.  John Norris of Stickillen, £30.  Matthew Richards, Castle Street and Henry Addy, £20 each.  Thomas Callan, Philip Boylan, George Boylan of Broadlough Nicholas Norris (of the Distillery, Bridge Street), Nicholas Flanagan, Nicholas Callan of Dowdstown, Thomas Wire Ballygowan and Patrick Ward of Castle Street £15 each.  Bryan Reilly, Castle Street.

The next stage was reached at a meeting on 25th May 1823.  A decision was arrived at to add an aisle to the present building and Messrs Philip Boylan, Nicholas Callan and Patrick Ward were appointed to interview the owners of the intended sites.  Then more than now – and even now it is still true – the site of the old Church was very contracted and shut in *** on three sides by neighbouring buildings and gardens.

We are left without news of the project till the next recorded meeting on 25th January 1824.  The old committee was re-elected with the substitution of Thomas Callan as treasurer in the room of Nicholas Flanagan deceased.  Dates were fixed for the payment of contributions but no further definite plans were made.  The idea of a new church had begun to agitate the minds of the people and the proposed enlargement of the old one fell into the background.  It is hard to suppress an expression of poignant regret that the scheme of a new Church was not pushed energetically to completion.  What a beautiful Church these fine earnest forefathers of a century ago would have given us.  It was the age of fine building.  A of grand artistic conceptions unlike the common place work of the later decades of the last century.  What the Catholic men of Dundalk reared for the glory of God a few years later would almost certainly have been anticipated by their equally enlightened neighbours in Ardee.

Let us return to the story of how we just missed having a Church to rival the beauty of St Patrick’s Dundalk.  There are no minutes of meetings for two years but we have a list of alternative subscriptions – one set belonging to that period  for “building an addition to the old chapel” and the other for “building a new church in Market Street”.  The building of a new Church was evidently the more popular as guaranteed subscriptions of £100 and £50 eloquently show.  The site contemplated for the new Church was that now occupied by Dolan’s Seed Stores in Castle Street (then called Market Street)  Meanwhile during the years 1823-4&5 the Church gate Collections went on and the quarrying of stones began in January 1825.

At the next recorded meeting on 1st January 1926 the erection of a new Church seems to have been taken as definitely decided on and the chief business of the meeting was to guarantee that new holders in the old Church would be credited with the respective value of their holdings in the peers to be erected in the new.  Today we almost smile at their provision.  What wars and rumours or wars have raged around pews and their holders.

Again silence for more than a year till at a meeting on Sunday 1st April 1827 “ a deputation was authorised to give a rent for the ground intended for the new chapel, not exceeding £20”.  The Castle Street site was in favours but it had its opponents.  Fr Levins and eight of the committee voted for it as against two discontents.  At this meeting Fr Levins handed men to the committee the balance in his hand - £185.11s, a large sum in those days.  Again there is a lull till 19th October 1828 at a meeting of the parishioners held in the chapel Mr George Boylan was commissioned to have the opinion of Mr Holmes B.L. on the agreement with Mr Balfour to purchase from him the Castle Street plot as a site for the new Church.

This opinion must have satisfactory for me find in later minutes eveidence that a lease was executed on the property held and rent paid for it for a year and a half.  How and why did it come to be abandoned?  We do not know.  We have no record of any decision on the subject and we are just beyond the reach of tradition.  We can only opine that the old and hallowed associations clinging around the old Church on the site of the ancient monastery triumphed over all considerations and arguments, and that once more the old Irish Catholic instinctive love for holy spots and sacred scenes won the day.

Evidently a landslide in favour of the old site had taken place toward end of summer of 1829.  For on Sunday 2nd August 1829 a “managing committee for building a Catholic chapel in Ardee” consisting of Rev. John Levins P.P. Chairman, George Boylan, Treasurer, Rev James. Tierney, R.C.C. Messrs Patrick Ward, Draper and maltster,  Anthony Smith, Chemist, Patrick Carroll, farmer and merchant and Dr Edward McArdle for secretary.  The new committee clearly got a fairly broad hint to get on with the work – or a new driving force held in check by the site controversy was now enclosed.  A few days later they held their first meeting and completed the off mentioned assessment of the parish.  In a very carefully prepared assessment Book still preserved they assessed for miles at 4/6d per acre and professional men, traders and artizans to their reputed means.  They also compiled a list of landlord and county Gentlemen to be circularised.  Meetings in each of the following days, resulted in the meshes of their net being made smaller still.  Carmen, bound and unbound labourers and servants were all listed and made amenable for their quota.  And large sums of money began to materialise Fr Levins handed in £50, the subscription of Mr W P Ruxton of Red House.  Mrs Flanagan, mother of the late treasurer, handed in £184.

We are told nothing about the choice of Architect for the new Church, of plans or tenders for building.  Had the new site in Castle Street, situated right in the heart of the towns been adhered to doubtless we should have a Church of much outward splendour and a fine architect design such as we have lamented.  But the adherence to the old site, with the poor chapel of penal days therein must have influenced the committee considerably in an opposite direction.  Anyway the result which was more a compromise between building a new and repairing an old chapel is the fine old rectangular building which we have today.  Base and gaunt and bleak it looks exteriorly but it has been builded as the men who built our Round Towers knew it build.  It has defied wind and rain for 100 years and is as sound and weather–worthy today as a century ago and promises fair to be so far continues to come.

The formal and precise business methods of the time make us conclude that the work was planned and tendered for in no mere haphazard way.  But the only evidence we have in that of a tender from Patrick Harlin and John Mathews of Drogheda dated 4th July 1829 for £1517 and offering £150 for the material of the old church and the actual record in the committee’s minute book that the contract was given to Michael Quinn of Dublin at £1498 with an allowance of £200 for the old building.  This was keen enough tendering but of cause the sums represent much more than they would today.  Mr Quinn is referred to as architect as well as builder.  Who drew the plans and overlooked the builder’s work we have no means of knowing.  The work was begun by the removal of the old Church about the 1st August 1829 for we find that a meeting of the general committee was held on 16th August in the temporary chapel.  This was the store in William Street corn mill premises along the mill stream.  At this meeting it was resolved to enlarge the plan of the new Church by 20ft with sacristy and place for confessionals behind the altar at an additional cost of £180.  An extension of the site was needed for the sacristy and Mr William Hatch of Ardee Castle very generously gave an angular plot of ground to the N.W. rent free.  He did indeed impose a rent of £2 p.a. which he never collected and remitted in 1841.  The main building was completed by May 1830 and a bell which cost £30 was purcured and erected in February 1830.  (The builders final account was queried but was finally settled and paid in January 1832) 

The structure was now complete but its internal furnishing remained to be done.  In the Autumn of 1833 the galleries were erected at a cost of £450 and pews constructed them.  These pews were then sold to individual parishioners and done of the brass plates indicating the ownership with date 1833 still remain.  Most elaborate regulations for the sale and the terms of ownership of the pews were made at a committee meeting in 1832 and at an auction held on 13th January 1833 sixty out of the 64 were sold realising a goodly sum for the building fund. Second and back pews fetched £4 each rising to £20 for front pews.  For his pews Mr Nicholas Callan of Dowdstown gave £29 and Mrs Flanagan and Mr Anthony Smith £30 each for theirs.  One pew was assigned to Mr W.P. Ruxton Red House and another to Mr Lee Norman of Corbollis for the use of their servants in recognition in view of their generous subscriptions.  Both, in their letters of thanks expressed their warm appreciation of the compliment paid them.  The singularly beautiful letter of Mr Ruxton who gave the munificent  subscription of £70 to the new Church, the largest individual contribution is surely worthy of preservation here as it appears in the minutes of the committee.

The flagging of the Church floor was carried out in the spring of 1833 by Stephen Malone of Ardee (uncle of Mr Anthony Malone) who went over himself to Yorkshire to get the “best English grey flags” specified for.  The plastering of the walls was the work of Thomas Durnin whose name and skill were well known to an older generation.

The ineveitable trouble with the builder over extras came about this time.  He claimed in particular that the fluting of the columns was not included in his contract.  The committee employed the Mr Boulger a Dublin architect to inspect the entire work and meet an architect nominated by the builder Mr Quinn.  We have no record of how the matter was finally adjusted.

A careful inspection of the records of expenditure brings the grand total of the moneys expended on the Church up to1833 to £2538.  It is exceedingly interesting to see how and whence this large sum was so quickly raised.  Of the total the Catholic parishioners  contributed either directly or by the purchase of pews £2161, a bequest of £94 accrued from Mrs Fitzpatrick of Castle Street, and the balance of over £400 was contributed by outsiders, including many of the protestant landholders.  A letter from Mr Thomas Lee Norman of Corballis (who gave part of the Church site at a nominal rent of one shilling a year, a rent still payable but never collected by the present members of the family)  

“As I consider the parishioners of Ardee have no claim now upon me with regard to part of land. I feel it just that I should contribute to the re-building of their chapel in such proportion as my property in that parish demands £20”.  Mr Montesquieu Bellew of Beath in enclosing his subscription of £25 expressed the “hope that in the new edifice architectural beauty and effect will be obtained and that there will be no galleries, or if there are only in the aisles.  Concurrecntly with the progress of the building the collection of the necessary money went on up to June 1830.  The minutes record the sending out of appeals to the general public and questing missions of Father Levins and some others to Drogheda, Dundalk and the surrounding countryside.  They were generously treated by Protestants and Catholics alike though one landlord in the county bluntely refused expressing “his surprise that they should have cut stone in their chapel”.  This generous behaviour of the protestants of Ardee and the surrounding district is proof positive enough that the asperity of the penal laws had been greatly relaxed along the banks of the Dee.  At the same time the parishioners of Kildemock, Smarmore and Shanlis who generally attend Mass in Ballapousta were asked to submit to an assessment of half the rate imposed on Ardee parishioners.  They demurred to this proposal but agreed to subscribe.  Subscription lists are generally attractive reading and often elicit poignant comment.  This now subjoined of the outsiders - protestant and catholic - who helped to build our church can only evoke admiration.  We give the protestants first:


William Parkinson Ruxton - £70


Thomas Lee Norman - £20


Clarges Ruxton, Rahanna - £10


Alex Dawson, M.P. - £10


Thomas Filgate, Lissrenny, - £10


Oliver Milling, Ardee - £10


Samuel Simpson, Bridge Mills, Ardee, - £10


Rev Mr Lee - £6


Rev A Ellis, Ardee - £3


Rev J Wright (former protestant curate in Ardee) - £5


Haviland Burke, London - £5


Others - £32

The catholic people of Drogheda contributed £44 and Dundalk £30.  


Thomas Fitzgerald, Fane Valley, - £50


Montesquieu Bellew - £25


James Caragher, Cardistown - £15


James Norris, Glen Kieran - £10


Rev J Pentony P.P. Collon  - £10


Richard Lalor Sheil - £5

The church was now practically complete and the details prior in the minute books and the account books refer for the must part to small improvements.  But in the years 1846-7 work of an ambitious nature including the provision of a very fine prined ceiling, still the admiration of everyone was undertaken.  A sum of over £800 raised by the old fashioned method of assessment was expanded.  The architect was Mr Duff of Newry - what a pity he was not at hand for the original designing of the church - and Mr Hogan was the contractor, the painting being done by an old Ardee craftsman, William Haygreave.

The death of Father Levins took place in 1863 after forty years of rare devotion to the spiritual welfare of the people of Ardee.  To say his passing made enormous gap in the parish life marks an epoch in parish history is far from any exageration.  The new church which was also his resting place and monument already proved to be too small for the large congregation, although there were then as now three masses on Sundays.  Naturally therefore it occurred to the parishioners when debating amongst themselves what form a monument to this incomparable pastor should take that an enlargement of the church would be the most useful and appropriate method of perpetuating his memory.  The site was still very cramped especially on the east and west resulting in the peculiar alignment of the present side walls where they join the new chancel.  But it was found possible to extend the church in length by 23 at the northern end.  This project was taken up enthusiastically and the work completed in 1866.  It consisted of a new chancel affording one of the must spacious sanctuaries in the century.  The style - perpendicular gothic - makes it an object of admiring wonder to all lovers of the builders art.  Again a vain hope!  That we had the whole church built in the same style!  How proud we should be of it today, though not more fond than of the plain solid structure whose story we tell.  The painting of the panels in the sanctuary ceiling, the work of Mr Brown of Newry, possessed special merit and retained its original freshness until a few years ago.  The impressive caen stone high altar was installed at the same time and the large stained glass window now alas faded but still beautiful completed the memorial of Father Levins.  The subject of the window consists of scenes from the life of St John the Baptist.  The choice of this subject had a double import.  It commemorated the christian name of Father Levins and it harked back to the patron saint of the old monastery in the site of which the new church now stood.  A very fine and well groined crypt was constructed beneath the sanctuary and here, surely with peculiar fitness the body of Father Levins was laid to rest.  In 1873 Father Dooley the pastor of Dunleer and formerly a beloved curate in Ardee died and his remains were laid beside those of Fr Levins and ten years later Father Levins successor and namesake came to the same resting place.  Since then only one other interment has been permitted there - that of the remains of Father Thomas Keelan a member of a well known and generous Ardee family who died in 1896.

With this we might well be expected to conclude the history of our venerable pile but this publication is intended to be a record for the future apart from its purpose as a history.  Even as a history, though many of the items included in this chapter may be considered to trivial.  It is hoped that the people of Ardee who love the venerable old pile in which they worship God, will be glad to read and know the most minute circumstances chronicled here.  It is for these reasons their that the account of the various improvements and repairs to St Mary’s is brought down to the date of writing.

Early in the pastorate in the second Canon Levins in 1868 the present seating of the spacious nave was provided and at the same time was commenced the Sunday Penny Collection for the expenses and maintenance of the church.  It may have been about this time the present baptismal font was procured.  It is indeed worthy of its sacred purpose but amongst the documents in the parish archives is a particularly beautiful design for a baptismal font in St Mary’s Ardee - and this is an other of our artistic might have beens.

Canon Rogers like his two predecessors loved the beauty of God’s house and contributed his share to the equipment and adornment of our church.  In 1888 he had the fine organ installed at a cost of nearly £900 and in 1902 a modern heating installation.  Just a year before his death he had the whole building overhauled and redecorated at a cost of almost £1000.  The old Yorkshire flags of 1833 gave place to a modern wooden floor and the whole edifice was painted and decorated.  And almost his last act was to introduce an efficient system of electric lighting.  The cost of those various works was met by voluntary subscriptions and the usual modern devices for raising money for religious and charitable purposes.  Any deficiency was wiped out by the magnificent bequest amounting to £627 of a generous parishioner, Mr Philip Cluskey of Mullenstown.

Within a year of Canon Rogers death a new white brer stone pulpit of decorated gothic design was erected by the people of Ardee as part of their memorial to their distinguished and beloved pastor.  The other part is the noble limestone celtic cross that towers over his resting place in Ballapousta cemetery.

To complete the story of the embellishment of the now venerable church we may mention that in 1918 the east yard adjoining it was laid out as a garden with an ornamental in front in line with the south gable and a shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes erected against the east wall.  This latter was an act of public thanksgiving on the part of the people for the escape of military conscription threatened in that year.  During the past few years the old church has further renewed her garments.  A beautiful altar rail of Italian marble and stone has been donated by the Coleman family of Baltrasna in memory of their deceased parents.  Once again the whole church, roof and walls has been subjected to a thorough overhaulling and repairing and the interior again decorated.  The chancel walls and ceiling were entrusted to the well known firm of Earley of Dublin under the supervision of Messrs W H Byrne and sons architects Dublin and the remainder of the church to Messrs Duffy Brothers Monaghan.  The result is the added sense of dignity and spaciousness conveyed by the present scheme may be seen by itself.  The work of the renovation was accomplished without any appeal for funds owing to the generosity of a number of deceased parishioners whose names are given in a special wall tablet.  They are: Mrs Mary Duffy, John Hamill, Owen McDonald, Owen Haan and Joseph Dolan.

It merely remains to record for the days and the people to come some of the more notable gifts to St Mary’s.  The new stations of the Cross and sanctuary lamp came from the Keelan family.  The old stained glass windows in position before the construction of the chancel in 1866 must not be forgotten.  That of St Mary Magdalen is to the memory of Mrs Margaret Fitzpatrick who died in 1829, that of St Elizabeth of Hungary to Mrs Elizabeth Flanagan who died in 1849 and the third to Mrs O’Hanlon of Baltrasna (aunt of the late Mrs T K Coleman).  The original window was blown in by a storm in 1866 and replaced by the present *** of Our Lady.  Of the four comparative modern windows in the chancel one is to the memory of Mrs Caroline Moore and then to John and Thomas Halpenny and a third was erected by the people as a memorial to an esteemed townsman Dr John McIver.

Work of Joseph Dolan.

A rural procession 1883

On Sunday last, the Sunday within the octave of the festival of Corpus Christi, the usual procession in honour of the Blessed Sacrament, took place at the chapel of  Ballypoucha in the Parish of Ardee.

At the conclusion of the High Mass the procession was formed.  In front walked a young man bearing a procession cross.  After him walked, two by two, a large number of girls bearing baskets of flowers which they distributed along the route of the procession.  Other girls carried bannerettes on which were representatives of saints and suitable inscriptions.

Next came a number of boys dressed in surplices and suitanes carrying lighted tapers or bannerettes.  At the end of the procession the Rev Fr Rogers, walked carrying in his hands the Most Blessed Sacrament.  He walked under a gorgeous canopy borne by the following gentlemen: - Messrs. John Taaffe, J.P.  Glen Kieran, Patrick McGee, Kilpatrick House, Ardee, Patrick Boylan, Kilpatrick, Philip Callan, Shanlis and Nicholas Halpenny, Oberstown.

The procession emerged from the church by the front door, and having made a circuit of the new cemetery, the Sacred Host was placed on an altar in the temporary chapel erected at the north-east of the cemetery, from which Benediction was subsequently given.

The sacred music was admirably under the direction of Professor Rothe, organist of St. Mary’s Ardee.  The graves in the cemetery were, as a rule, decorated with evergreens and flowers.

As far as the numbers present the numbers of the processionists the number and beauty of the banners and banneretts were concerned, the procession at Ballypoucha this year was certainly as imposing and as gorgeous as any that has taken place there during the last fifty years.  One who was invariably present and who always took a prominent part in this solemn and public profession of faith in the most sacred mystery of our religion, was absent.  The voice that so often explained from the altar of the beautiful little church the meaning of such a display, was silent. 

The late Very Rev. Canon Levins, who for 36 years was always present at and took a prominent part in this devotion, was not there.  He has been called away to that bourne from which no traveller returns.  But if he was not there in person as on former occasions, we are confident his spirit was there.

Reminiscence

I wonder if readers of the “Deeside” would be interested in historical stories about the town.  I think I had a better opportunity of hearing these stories than many others.

My Grandfather (Laurence Potter) was born in 1822 and lived to the age of 95 years. He told us such a lot about his youth and early manhood, that one could sense the atmosphere of the time and the lives of the people. The large majority of the people were poor and down trodden, yet in spite of the privations the people endured the eyes of the spirit were ever turned to the eldorado on the far distant horizon - A Free Ireland -- emerging from under the heel of the oppressor.  Everyone who could manage it had a picture of Robert Emmet in their home with his speech from the dock printed under it.

To give an idea as to how far his (my grandfather’s) stories could go back, it is on record on the Protestant Church Vestery Book that his great grandfather David Potter bought a pew for himself on one side of the Isle in the Protestant Church and his brother Oliver bou6ht another one on the other side in the year 1747.

Now for some of the stories.  King James II of England slept in the house in the tan yard the night before the battle of the Boyne, This is the house in the “short cut” owned now by Messrs.  McGee.  In the 1700 there was a tanning industry in the yard, that was after the Kings visit. The house must have been a new one at that time. The priest and the Minister both lived in Mr. Thorne's house in Tierney Street in the 1700s.  As soon as the sun rose on Easter Sunday

morning crowds flockod to Dawson's Bridge to see the sun dancing (I am sorry I didn’t ask why to Dawson's Bridge).  "On Easter Sunday morning great miracles you will see, The sun and moon will dance in honour of Me? Father Theobald Mathew the apostle of temperance did not come to Ardee.  The nearest place was to Carrickmacross to where a large contingent of people from Ardee marched two by two headed by the Ardee Band to take the pledge.  It was the talk of the parish for long after as to when it came to Pat Lambs turn to say the words of the pledge after the priest he jumped up off his knees and ran out the door.   They marched home and up to the chapel where they were met by Canon Levins.  He was a very down to earth man. He said to them,

you are now coming with your bands playing and your flags flying and before three months, aye, before one month the half of you will break it.  I think he took the whole “gilt” of the ginger bread.” He (my grandfather) remembered the famine years well.  Considering the awful tales one reads about these years in other parts of the country, I don't think Louth suffered too much, at least in this town.  We were told that a huge pot of stirabout (porridge) was every morning in the Market Square and even farmers came in for their can of stirabout.  There was another large

pot outside Markeys of Cappogsgreen every morning (at Markeys own expense)

for the poor of the vicinity.  These were Senator Bernard Markey's ancestors.

There were missions in the surrounding parishes before they came to Ardee.   The first missions lasted for one month attended by four missioners.  It was such a momentous occasion for the first mission that a song was made about it.  It was a long song and sung by all the ballet singers for many a long day.  I can only remember the four first lines of the first verse:-

“O good Christians don't you know,

That the Lord had appointed,

That before the end of time,

He would send his Blessed Anointed.

Chorus.
"The Rev.  Father McBride and the Rev.  Father Gleeson,

Father Potter and Father Boyle who attended at the mission.

They are gone, they are gone, will they never more return,

They are gone, they are gone for Ardee for to mourn.

When the missioners were giving their farewell sermon the people were in tears and old people cried for a week after.  The first mission was about one hundred years ago.

I wonder if it is worth while writing anything about the poor old chapel now that it is on the way out.  I don't think the date over the door 1829 was the year it was built.  Father McIvor told me there was a date over one of the windows 1812 and I am inclined to think that as the right date. My grandfather - born in 1822 - went to Mass with his mother at a very
early age, say at the very least about 3 years old, that would be in 1825 and he never went to another Church, if do he would say so.  Perhaps the date 1829, being the year of the Emancipation, was when it could only be officially recognised as a Catholic Church or perhaps built in 1812 it was not completely finished until 1829 money being very scarce at the time.  My grandfather told us that when he was a little fellow Beggar Lowe would stand up at 10 minute intervals and sing during Mass - "Think on the Resurrection and the Saints happy lot, which shall be our portion if not our own fault."  The priest would turn around and say "stop that now”, other priests more sharp would say "I'll go down and put you out”, but the threat was never put into execution and the singing went on. Readers may be surprised that the Sanctuary was only built I would think in about the 1850s.  Before that the High Altar was one line with the two side altars.  At the time the Santuary was being built the people went to Mass in the Steam Mill in William Street.  There is a corridor running at the back of the three houses in William Street and there is where the people heard Mass. At the time the Sanctuary was built the grion vaulting was built under the altar.  In the vaults are the remains of the two Canon Levins, Father Keelan and Father Dooley (the latter was the grand uncle of Mrs. McArdle, Cappogsgreen, Mr. Patrick Durnin, Irish St., Mr. Matt Durnin, Hoatstown and Mrs. Lynch Blackrock).  Up to about 1880 there was only one gallery stairs - the mens stairs.  The women went up that stairs, walked through what is now the choir gallery up to their own gallery.  The choir gallery was up until then the same as the other galleries with seats for the people.  It was when the organ was installed the the seats taken away and a choir started that the womens gallery stairs was erected.  Before that there was no church music at all.  Two men sang for the High Mass - Arthur Brannigan and John Walls - the latter was a celebrated singer.  We were told that people came from far and near to hear John Walls sing. His favourite song was "The Blackbird that sings in the Vale".

The floor was not always boarded.  The floor was of large flags, ? steam heating and no seats in the isle, only two at the top of each isle.  How did the poor people walk long journeys to Mass when even a bicycle was unknown, no raincoats, no umbrellas, not even an overcoat, and knelt on the wet flags during Mass and do it they did?



Mary Ann Steen

THE WORKHOUSE
Ardee was declared the 65th Poor Law Union on 21st August, 1839 and the contract for the building was signed on 4th August, 1840. It was to occupy a six acre site purchased for £50, and was to be built for £5,175 with additional £1,375 for fittings and contingencies. It opened its doors to the (needy) public in 1845.  Originally built to accommodate 600 paupers, it contained over the six hundred by 1853 and in later years it was said to be able to accommodate nearly eight hundred, though the numbers who availed of the workhouse declined as the century progressed.  By 1913, the total number of inmates had fallen to about l30, the biggest fall being in the number of aged and infirm. This was probably because of the introduction of old age pensions;
many families would now look after their old for the sake of the ready money.

The number of inmates was always at its lowest in July, August and September, and rose as the weather got colder or agricultural work became less plentiful.

The Workhouse provided for several categories of people, able bodied males and  females, the aged and infirm of both sexes, children up to the age of fifteen, sick people, lunatics - of a nonviolent kind and people who had fever.

In 1852, the average cost per inmate was 1/1 per week which rose to 3/3 by 1872 and 4/- by 1913.  In 1905, the matron was a Miss Kate Lennon and the Nurse was called Molloy and received 2 guineas per week, half the sum paid to the doctor.  School children were taken out for exercise on two or three days each week, for a period of half an hour to an hour, depending on the weather.

In 1909 a person named B. McCormack accompanied the children for exercise.  A shoemaker, T. Burke and a tailor called T. O'Neill arrived on most mornings at nine and departed after six.

How did the inmates pass their time?

There is little information available on this.  Mass was said there on most days and the Church of Ireland chaplain held Divine Service weekly for which he received £5 p.a.

THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD
I am writing about a very important event which occurred in Ardee, which in comparison to the Fight at the Ford might be termed as in the near distant past.  The event I refer to is the coming of the Railroad to this town.  How many know that the first passenger train steamed out of the station in September 1896. To indicate how important, this event was, it will be necessary to try and give an idea of the conditions which prevailed in the town at that time.  Imagine the town with no textile workers, no chair factory workers, no psychiatric nurses or attendants, no electricians, no mechanics, or clerks.  No health insurance benefit, no maternity benefit, no widow or orphan’s pension, no children's allowance, no social welfare benefit and no old age pensions.  The town had an army of workless.  A certain number of men were employed in the quarries as every stone for building and road maintenance had to be excavated from the quarries.  The roads were not then surfaced.  There were men employed in sand pits and lime kilns.  But wages were very small, 35p per week for married men and 25p for single men.  Then there were carters as every single item of every description had to be drawn by horse and cart.

In 1891 a rumour spread in Ardee that the railroad was coming to town.  Rumour became a reality when men came looking for a suitable site for the railway station and terminus.  O'Brien's holding was selected and O'Briens sold for what was then considered a King's ransom.  There was an army of workless in the town and everyone got a job, for the project ahead was a gigantic one.  There were no bulldozers, or excavators, only picks and shovels.  And miracle of miracles the wages for labourers was 70p per week.  It took four years to complete the job and for those years Ardee was a regular Klondyke.  The engineer was Mr. Strapp, and the man responsible for all plans, buildings and construction work was Laurence Potter (my grandfather) from whom I learned what I have written in this article.



Mary Anne Steen.

DOWN MEMORY LANE  by  MARY ANNE STEEN

I suppose the young of today think the streets and homes of Ardee were lighted as they are now.  I am not referring to the time of St. Patrick or Brian Boru, but to the first years of the last century.  At that time there were no lights on the streets at all.  In the homes there was no electricity, gas, oil lamps or even candles - what then? - rush lights.  The man who made the rush lights was Johnny Byrne.  It was he who dipped the rushes in resin (Johnny the Dip).  He lived in a most peculiar house in Bridge Street.  If one would take the trouble to look at Mr. A. Byrne’s house, it can be seen that the two windows (top and bottom) next to Mr Dunne’s shop are not on a straight line with Mr Byrne’s house, but on a slight angle facing north.  That was once a distinct house the bottom window was the door, and that is where Johnny the Dip lived.  He had four children, the two girls opened a drapery shop now owned by Mr Jimmy Malone - the two boys went to America where one of them John got to be the Lord Major of a big city.

After the rush lights in the home came the tallow candles.  They were not too satisfactory as they had to be snuffed at intervals with snuffers as a big blob would come on top of the wick.  Then came the candles as we know them, then the paraffin lamps which were thought were terrible dangerous.  The gas came in about 1840.  The gas works were in the yard of Mrs McArdle’s house at the foot of the bridge.  Many people alive today remember the huge black cylinder which made the gas.  The first electricity was generated by the late John W McKeever in the steam mill in William Street, I’d say about 1912.  The streets were lighted by electricity on 1st September 1914.  I remember the gas lamp lighter with the ladder on his shoulder lighting the gas.  They put out the light at 12 o’clock and when coming home between half twelve and one (the dead hour of the night) every ghost story began with the lamp lighter (where are all ghosts gone to).

DOWN MEMORY LANE
It was with a sense of nostalgia that I read in the last issue of "Deeside Doings" mention of the old picture house in Tierney street.  It must have evoked many memories in the hearts of the middle aged and older people of the town.  I cannot help myself from making some reference to it here.  It was run by the De La Salle Brothers for many years and then taken over by Mr. Thorne.  The first pictures mainly featured Mary Pickford then called the world's sweetheart'.  There was a matinee every Sunday at 3 o'clock.  Then there was started a serial "Peg of the Ring", about a beautiful circus girl who was kidnapped.  It was continued every Sunday.  Looking out of the window I saw the whole previous Sunday's episode re-enacted outside.  There were 7 or 8 schoolboys in all.  I, am sorry I cannot remember them now, only I know my own brother was a member of the cast.  But I remember the two principal actors, Joe Reilly late of Ardee was always Peg of the Ring and Joe Smyth of Hill Top Terrace then living in Tierney St. was always the head of the kidnappers.  It was most amusing.

Thinking of the passing of the pictures brings to mind another phase of Ardee life now in oblivion, the Ardee Fair.  It must have been held for centuries on the last Wednesday of every month.  They ceased about 35 years ago but the ones we remember were only watered down versions compared with those of the last century, which I heard so vividly described by old people when I was a little girl.  

In those days there was no T.V., radio or even a gramaphone.  The highlight for the town was the yearly Races of Mullacurry, the procession of Ballapousta and an odd circus, so the people had to fall back on the fairs for a little relaxation.  The fair started at Alphie Duggans with the milkmarket. This was not only on a fairday but every day.  There spread out would be churns of buttermilk and containers of sweet milk.  On-the other side of the street from O'Rourke's up to Paddy Moonans was the turf market.  Then from Martins and O'Dowds down Castle street was the clothes stalls full of second hand clothes.  The stalls were all covered in and drew great crowds from country as well as town.  The poor people depended mostly on these clothes.  The men selling were registered auctioneers and great showmen noted for their wit and humour which was well equalled by their audience.  Outside Christy Byrnes was the delph-market.  Next to it a most superior confectionery stall all gleaming white which sold a certain kind of slab cake never since equalled, puff pastry hens with currants for eyes and red combs, little white puff cakes and ginger bread, sugar stick pipes and all kinds of sweets.  Next was the fruit and vegetable stall, and then the fish stall, and then the bacon stalls with loads of American bacon.  If a farmer or cattle dealer took two sides of bacon he might get it at 4d (old money) or less per pound. After that was the tin ware stall.  From that down to the end of the town was the cattle market, overflowing into Lambs Tce., then known as the Market House lane.  The square was the poultry market, and the Fairgreen the pig market.  

To the lowing of the cattle, the quacking of ducks, the crowing of roosters, the bargaining and shouting was added the noise of the ballad singers.  The more wildly patriotic the song was the better it was received.  Then there were melodian players fiddlers, three-card trick men, thimble riggers and above all the organ grinder playing sweet music with the barren organ . No fair would be complete without the fortune teller.  There was a compartment for ladies and one for gents. A little bird came out on a perch held in the man's hand and pulled up a small envelope which was handed to the client.  They cost ld each and of course the Punch and Judy show.  Many private houses were turned into what was then called 'eating houses' for the day.  And the pubs did a roaring trade.  It was the meeting place for friends and nothing short of an earthquake would keep a body from the fair.

In the last decade of the century a man from Drogheda called Malone came every fair day.  From what I heard he was the most beautiful singer imaginable.  He accompanied himself on the mandolin, and he had all the latest songs. When the great American actress Lillian Russell first sang “after the Ball” on Broadway Malone had it for the next fair, When he began to sing everyone downed tools and rushed out of the pubs and stood enthralled.  Everybody wondered why a person with his voice descended to street singing. But I believe he made a great deal of money.  Farmers and cattle dealers having done well at the fair would come out of the pubs in jovial mood and be lavish in their contributions to him.




Mary Anne Steen

The earliest church structures, like their secular counterparts would have been constructed of  materials such as wood, clay and wattle, and other perishable materials which have not survived. As early as the tenth century we know that Ardee had a shrine of Saint Patrick, which was abducted by a Meath prince in 985. A shrine perhaps presupposes the existence of a church. 

The townland of Kilpatrick had a church until the early 1800’s and a holy well dedicated to Saint Patrick with  cap-stone carrying the markings of  foot, knee and staff which are still visible. This suggests a long-standing devotion to Saint Patrick, and perhaps a link with an early foundation and with the apostle himself.

 Though little material evidence of these early church structures survive, their existence and administrative structures formed the foundation for later more materially permanent structures.  

With the arrival of the Anglo-Normans (such as the Taffee family) in the twelfth century came the building of towns and castles, and the founding of monasteries. The early Irish church was largely monastic in organisation and the Normans founded and were patrons of many additions to the monastic infrastructure of the country.

A monastery dedicated to Saint John the Baptist was built in the area of  Moore Hall. The parish church of Saint Mary’s was probably built at this time too, along with its chantry, part of which still stands. It may have been built on or alongside an existing celtic Christian site, With the Carmelite foundation in 1274 near or at Boat Trench, these formed a trinity of religious foundations within the town of Ardee in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.

The Carmelite monastery was founded by Ralph Pippard in 1274. These monasteries and parish churches were given privileges and lands on which to live, and altars and burses were set up to allow priest-chaplains to chant the Mass for various intentions in their chantries or monasteries.

The ravages of war took their toll on these buildings and institutions. In 1315, for example, the church of the Blessed Virgin of Ardee was burnt by the Scots and Irish, under the command of  King Bruce. It was full of men, women and children who had taken sanctuary there. 

The supression of religious houses was begun by King Henry VIII in 1539 and Ardee Carmelite monastery was duly dissolved. In 1637 a newer, reformed group of Carmelites, the discalced, returned. The original calced friars returned in 1639 to claim their property and rights. In 1643 Ardee was razed to the ground by the Confederate army, destroying all of the town. One or two of the friars may have remained in the vicinity for some years afterwards but this was the effective end of the community. Occasionally, during the penal period, friars from the Carmelite or Dominican orders acted as assistants to the parish clergy of the time in Ardee.

Outside the town the medieval church has left much evidence of its existence in the many small graveyards and church ruins which dot the countryside. Often built on the most scenic and commanding sites, these churches and parishes, now incorporated into Ardee, such as Smarmore, Kildemock, Mapastown, and  Stickillen can give us an idea of the scale of life before travel and technology made contemporary structures possible. These churches were small yet each supported its pastor and the dead were laid to rest in communion with the church and with the living around these simple structures. The names of early saints such as Diomoc  and Cillian are preserved  in the names of the ‘cill’ or church which bears their names like Stickillen and Kildemoc.

The churches and the monasteries provided a range of services to the local communities, such as education and healthcare. They owned land and property from which they made a living and with which they paid their taxes. There is evidence, for example, of a school or of teaching activity in the inscribed slates found at Smarmore church dating from the fifteenth century. The landowners, in their ‘Big Houses’ would have had the privilege of private chapels and chaplains and as late as the 1830’s the Taaffe family were provided with a priest chaplain by the diocese.

The reformation and the accompanying changes took place fitfully and slowly but inexorably. Catholics found themselves excluded from Saint Mary’s except perhaps in death. The monasteries were dissolved and their property confiscated. The Catholic population needed to build a new centre of worship and they did this on a site within sight of Saint Mary’s at what is now known as Old Chapel Lane. It was a very small structure on the East side of the lane, ‘within a stable or byre of Mc Creanor’s’.

This structure was replaced by a small penal chapel in John Street on the site of the present old church. The initial structure on this site was built by Fr Philip Levins  pastor of Ardee from 1758-1787. This family, from Dysart were to provide clergy of the parish for many decades afterwards. In 1829, the present old church in John Street was completed. Records of the meetings and the monies collected still survive. It was one of the earliest churches to be completed in the post- Emancipation period and it was extended and beautified several times afterwards.

The present church of the Nativity of our Lady, built in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s was officially opened in 1974. It signalled a dramatic break with the architecture of past structures and incorporated in glass, wood and stone the thinking and the ideals of the Second Vatican Council. The church represents new ideas in liturgy and in design. Its scale, its materials and the energy-conscious architecture belie the concerns and preoccupations of a generation.

Kilpatrick church, long since vanished without trace, and its successor, Saint Catherine’s, Ballapousta (1831) cater for the parishioners of Smarmore area. 

The sisters of the present convent of Mercy, founded 1858, and the De La Salle Brothers, present from 1899-1975, formed and built up the parish along with its people and clergy. They developed especially the educational infrastructure of the parish. The sisters, still working within the community have built and kept not only a beautiful convent building and schools but they also took up the apostolic and pastoral work of caring for the sick and the poor in the workhouse of old, in the present Saint Joseph’s, and in the general and spiritual development of the community’s greatest resource; its people. 

Old Saint Mary’s now serves the Church of Ireland community and the Methodist church has reverted to secular use. It served the Methodist community from 1852-1976. This community, formed by the followers of John Wesley who had preached in Ardee from c.1799 had met and worshipped in private houses until their building was completed in 1852.

These are but an outline of the structures which have served the Christian community in Ardee. The Irish church, built on the faith of Saint Patrick is, like the local church, primarily an assembly of people, ‘Pobal Dé’ and while physical structures have deteriorated or disappeared, the community of faith has survived. The continuity and the communion of people and priest, of the living and the dead, are hints and promises, a foretaste perhaps of a togetherness and of a timelessness which is yet to come.

DEATH OF THE VERY REV.  CANON LEVINS

P.P. ARDEE

January 1883

With deep and sincere regret, we have to record the death of the Very Rev.  Canon Levins, the parish priest of Ardee.  Never before have we published in these columns the announcement of a local event which has caused more widespread and genuine sorrow.  It was well known amongst his friends for many years that Father Levins life could not be a long one, but even is friends could not realise the idea that that valuable life would terminate so soon.  A few weeks ago, it was observed that a serious change came over him.  Day by day his health sank and at length on Tuesday last, the 2nd January he passed away peacefully and quietly, surrounded by priests and nuns who were bound to him by ties of deepest affection, and who will cherish the memory of his friendship as the most precious heirloom of their lives.  The life of a missionary priest is not one that furnishes the material to make his biography attractive, yet we know it would be a disappointment to all those who were acquainted with Father Levins if we did not sketch the main features of his life and the qualities which endeared him to his parishioners.  It is worth mentioning that with him has died a name longer known amongst the priesthood of the archdiocese than any other we can remember.  More than a hundred years ago Dr Philip Levins was the pastor of Ardee, from which he was appointed to Dundalk as vicar general, and he died there towards the end of the last century.  In the meantime, Dr Andrew Levins the granduncle of the deceased was parish priest of Kilkerley.  In 1803, he was removed to Dromiskin, where he remained until his death in 1832.  Contemporaneously with him the uncle of the deceased, the Very Rev Canon Levins was parish priest of Ardee, having been appointed thereto in 1821, and he was succeeded by the estimable clergyman whose death we are chronicling today.

Father Levins was bom on the 25th March 1823, and when he was eleven years old was placed at Navan Seminary.  From Navan he went to the college at Armagh immediately on his completion, in 1839; indeed it may be mentioned as an interesting fact that he was the first student who entered the new institution.  His college career was characterised by those estimable qualities which endeared him to his parishioners in after life.  Ha was ordained at Pentecost, 1847, and after a few months stay at Drogheda he was appointed to the curacy of Ardee, of which, as we have above stated, his uncle, the late Very Rev Canon Levins was at the time parish priest.  His uncle died in 1863, and Father Levins was appointed his successor.  He was then just forty years having been born as above stated in 1823.  Never was a new PP more warmly welcomed by a people than he was by the people of Ardee.  They knew his worth and they rejoiced to feel that he should now spend all his life amongst them.  They remembered the work he did in the bad times some years before, when the workhouse could not contain all the sick poor, and sheds were erected in neighbouring fields, and the young priest was to be found day after day at his post beside the beds of the fever and cholera patients.  The zeal which marked the opening years of the young curate was characteristic of the young man during his whole life.  In the confessional, in the pulpit, on the altar - everywhere that a priest ought to be, there he was at the proper time, thinking only of the comfort and spiritual welfare of others - regardless of himself.  So that literally he was the good pastor who gave his life for his flock.  Nor was it merely in the silent work of the mission that Father Levins gained distinction.  Akin to his zeal for the beauty of God's house.  With full truth might he say " I have loved O Lord, the beauty of Thy House, and the place where Thy glory dwelleth".  What his heart loved it was his happiness to be able to accomplish.  Few priests ------- had the same taste and correct knowledge of ecclesiastical architecture.  Few parishes, we think, are remarkable for the generosity that has characterised the people of Ardee and of the taste of the priest and the generosity of the people, the Convent, the Church and the Parochial House are evident and lasting memorials.  If we were to single out other traits of his character we should mention his generosity and his prudence.  No man appealed to him in vain: - "He had a hand open as day for melting charity".  Distress of every form and in every class of people found at his hands instant and generous relief.  Nor was it merely that relief that money gives that was at his disposal.  He was blessed with a gift of prudence rarely to be found in any man, and hence it was that when family sorrows and difficulties arose the people turned naturally to "Father John" as he was familiarly called, for the consolation and advice the needed.  Thus he was in very truth the Father of his people; and the people moumed him as a father when he died.  The wall of sorrow that burst from their pent-up hearts when his remains were about being removed on Thursday last literally brought tears to the eyes of strangers.  Nor is the circle within which he is mourned confined to the limits of his own parish, or even of the archdiocese.  There are many, we venture to say, in the far-off parts of America, who will drop a silent tear when word reaches them that Father Levins is no more.  Indeed we may go farther and say that wherever in the world wide any of his people may be found, the intelligence will be received with sincere sorrow.  No person ever emigrated from the parish without first obtaining his last blessing and advice; no letter ever came to the people at home that did not contain expressions to show that change of clime did not change their sentiments to their beloved pastor.

DEATH OF THE VERY REV.  JOHN

CANON LEVINS, PP ARDEE.

Issue 21 February 1863

The death of this venerable priest took place on the 11th inst. at his residence in Ardee in the 78th year of his age.  Though the melancholy event was expected every day for the previous week, no idea can be formed of the sorrow into which it has plunged every member of his flock.  Among all classes, the feeling is that they have been bereft of a pastor whose place can never be adequately supplied, and that a friend has been taken from them whose loss can never be sufficiently deplored.  The death of a beloved parent in every family in the parish could not diffuse a deeper or more universal gloom than now hangs over the people of Ardee.  The Rev. John Levins was a member of a family which has given many holy priests to the Church of God.  He was born in the parish of Clonmore in the year 1785.  Hearing within him at an early age the voice of God calling him to the sanctuary, he obeyed a call in which he was advised by his superiors to recognise the expression of the Divine will in his regard.  In the year 1804, he entered the college of Maynooth, where the seeds cast into his heart by his virtuous parents soon began to unfold themselves.  The late Dr Crolly, who was then a professor in the college, has been often heard to say that, even in the time allotted to recreation John Levins was to be found at the foot of the altar, drawing from the Tabernacle the divine fire which afterwards glowed in his heart and burned on his tongue.  The only ambition he felt as a student was a desire to acquire the sound knowledge and solid virtues which would render him a useful priest and his efforts were crowned with the most complete success.  Called to the priesthood in 1810, he left the college in the same year, with a large stock of useful information and what is still better, a deep fund of sincere, unaffected piety.  The missionary life of this holy priest, extending over more than half a century, fully realised all the hopes which his virtuous youth had inspired.  Few labourers in the vineyard have gathered in a richer harvest.  In the pulpit, in the confessional, in the cabin of the poor, wherever a soul could be gained to Christ, he was literally indefatigable.  A zeal tempered by prudence and guided by knowledge, an uncompromising hostility to sin, combined with the tenderness of a mother for the sinner, a stem integrity, united to a suavity of disposition which softened and conciliated the hearts of all who approached him.  There were the virtues which adorned his character; these were the arms by which he achieved victories over the passions and vices of men.  It might be truly said of him, as of his Divine Master, that " he went about doing good" and that he first practised himself what he afterwards inculcated on others.  It may also be added that the monuments which will record the virtues and perpetuate the memory of this zealous priest have been already erected.  It is to his exertions that his late flock are indebted for the capacious church in which they worship their Creator.  The adjoining schools are among he fruits of his untiring zeal.  His piety suggested, and his munificent generosity largely contributed towards the erection of a convent which is universally admired for its architectural beauty, and which is already felt to be a source of indescribable blessings to the parish of Ardee.  It is no wonder that the death of such a man is so deeply lamented by all, and especially by the poor, who formed the portion of his flock dearest to his heart.  But his friends, and all of the people were his friends, are not like those who have no hope.  They know that "he fought the good fight, that he kept the faith, that he finished his course" and that a crown of glory has been given to him by the Master whom he served in sincerity and justice all the days of his life. 

DEATH OF REV THOMAS KEELAN

Issue 22nd  August 1896

We regret to record the death of the Rev Thomas Keelan, which took place at the residence of his brother, Ardee on Saturday night.  Father Keelan, who was ordained in 1866, was for several years on the mission in this diocese and officiated as curate in Cookstown, Carlingford, Lower Killearly, for a short time in Tallanstown and in Clogher Head.  He subsequently served on a mission in London, and in several of the American states.  In all these missions, he earned for himself a high reputation as a preacher and zealous priest.  In Maynooth, his course was a most distinguished one, and his ability and application were rewarded by the much-coveted prize of place on the Dunboyne establishment.  In the states, he was for eight years professor of Moral Theology at the Emmetsburgh College Maryland.  Some years ago, he became a member of the Cistercian Order.  A few months ago he returned home in bad health from the effects of ague contracted in Arkansas, in the hope of his native air would restore his strength and vigour.  However, God willed it otherwise; and fortified and consoled by the rites of the Church his spirit passed away on Sunday night.

DEATH OF THE REV EDWARD DOOLEY, PP.  DUNLEER.

Issue May 10th 1873

It is with sincere regret we record the death of this venerable and pious clergyman, which took place on the 30th of April, at the parochial residence, Dunleer, and which has been the cause of the most earnest sorrow to the people of that parish, by whom he was deservedly beloved and respected.  Father Dooley was born in Great Wood in the parish of Tallanstown in 1811, where his remarkable talents and great mental ability soon attracted the attention and won the admiration of the professors and secured for him the distinguished honour of a place on the Dunboyne establishment.  He received Holy Orders in 1837, after which he was appointed as professor in the Seminary of Armagh and after some time entered on his missionary labours as curate of Walshestown, from whence he was transferred to Ardee in 1843.  Here he continued to discharge the duties of his sacred office with untiring devotion for nineteen years and his anxiety for the spiritual and temporal welfare of the people his kind and simple disposition and his tender and affectionate solicitude for the poor whose afflictions and privations he constantly endeavoured to all --- by his wise counsel and unbounded generosity - earned for -------- and reverential affection of his own people, whilst his --- us and gentlemanly demeanour secured for him the respect and esteem of those who differed from him in religious belief During the --------- years he not only denied himself the luxuries but very often, the necessities of lie in order that he might be able to relive the wants of the poor, and when a system of proselytism was introduced in Ardee under the garb of charity.  "The wolves in sheep's clothing were not detected by his vigilance and their wicked designs exposed and frustratedly his -----exertions." He always took a lively interest in and gave active support to every movement calculated to prompt the interests of country, religion and education in the Parish and contributed no insignificant part to the erection of that magnificent convent, whose architectural beauty would be fit for a metropolis and from which the people of the parish ------------ In 1863 he was appointed --------------- and in 1864 succeeded the late Rev Father Pentony as PP of Dunleer, where he laboured with his accustom zeal 'in ministering to the spiritual wants of his flock.  The people of Ardee always enjoyed the first place in his affections, his love for them being so intense that he requested that his remains be interned to their chapel, so that even in death he nu'ght not be separated from them.  His health had been declining for some years and about three weeks ago he was attacked with disease of the liver, from which it soon became painfully evident he could not long survi At one o' clock on We sday morning, fortified and consoled by the Rites of the Church and bowing down with cheerful

Cullein',Nloore, a village and a parish church in ruins dedicated to the Virgin Mary, there is here a heap of sculls and bones as much as would load io horses. (At Cullein .Aloo re in the great heap of bones there is an ash tree growing on which the thigh bone of a man is lodged and the tree growing about it, which iii a few years will be buried in the body of the tree, if not disturbed.)

This has been a large town, but at present not above a score of houses in it, mostly built of stone.  Counceller Forster is building a house here for his residence, a small brook south of the town ioo yards divides the county of Louth and 'vfeath, in which latter near half a mile from this town, there is a place called MuHinador where there is a vast great Patron kept on the first three Sundays in Harvest, there is generally between 3o and 40 tents pitched, and they have here all manner of Country pastimes, and sometimes worse. (2)
The hills in the county of Louth are said to be excellent for all manner of course grain, they burn the sod then plow and sow it which stands good for three years.

MILLEXTOWN, KILDEMOCK.

Melick's Town, Bally Vellog, a farm house and a few cottages with the ruins of a small church not known to whom ded-.cated, a wonderful accident happened here which the inhabitants attribute to a miracle, in the great wind the beginning of February I7,5 the West end of the church which is about 6 yards broad and 9 high was by the wind lifted off the foundation and settled upright near 4 foot within the church, the bellfry also was laid across the top of the wall whereon it was erected, it is at present iii the same condition and near 3 feet of the wall whereon it had stood is at present up.

ARDEE

Ardee lies ia a bottom, ' tis a long town ranging North and South, on the right entering there is a monstrous large square castle, with divers other old buildings but no account to be had what they were.  The church has been larger and very considerable, it had 3 isles supported by 2 ranges of pillars, at present there is some of it t-,Lkeninforservice.  Nomonumentsorinscriptionshere.

The SpaU(3) is no more than a common iron colour'd scum that lies oll it not near @i-s stron- as temple Oage, it lies in a marshy meadow near a bog full of dirt and weeds, I)Cill(y not re-arded.  Galls to a fairit purple, lathers sooti.  There are wells of good

The first meeting of the committee was held on Thursday the 6th of August 1829 at 10.00am.

The attention of the committee was entirely devoted this day to the completion of the assessment of the parish made previously by the general committee, viz the landholders being assessed generally at the rate of 4/6d per acre.  The professional men, merchant traders,  and artizans according to their means, which appears by a book kept for that purpose.

The committee also prepared a list of Landlords of the parish and other gentlemen from whom they expect aid and to whom they intend applying by a circular letter agreed upon for that purpose. 

Signed: John Levins  Chairman


 Edward McArdle  Secretary

Holy Wells of Mid-Louth 

by Larry Conlon

ST. Patrick's Holy Well is situated in the townland of Kilpatrick, approximately four miles south-west of Ardee, and may be found marked on ordance survey sheet No. XVII -10.

According to the local tradition it is said that St. Patrick, when on his journey to Tara, rested at the well and hence derived the townland name ‘Kilpatrick’.

The exact location of the Holy Well is in a field called ‘Tubberawuscanny’ on a farm owned by the Boylan family of Kilpatrick House, in whose family possession this property has been for several generations.

It is easily reached through Boylan’s farmyard, where it may be found at a low-lying section of ground near the northern boundary of this field.

Various references to the Holy Well and Medieval Parish of Kilpatrick are published in the journals of the Louth Archaelogical Society, and in the ‘History of Kilsaran 1908’ and ‘Armagh Clergy and Parishes 1911’ published by the late Canon Leslie M.A., a former rector of Kilsaran.

St Patrick’s Holy Well is also listed on Page 40 of the 1908 edition in Louth Archaelogical Journal by Major General Stubbs in his list of Holy Wells in County Louth and is again extensively covered in the same society’s journal Vol. XV No. 3-4 by the late Canon MacIvor in his ‘Townlands Survey of County Louth’.

It is also referred to in the original Ordanance Survey Letters of 1835 as well as the Townland Namebook of that period.

The earliest reference to the Medieval Parish of Kilpatrick and its church is in the Memoranda Rolls Edward VI, XXI, which state that the church and its tithes originally belonged to the Knights Hospitallers and later the Kilsaran Preceptory of the Knights Templars.

The Louth Survey letters state that after the suppression and destruction of Kilpatrick Church it was never rebuilt.  The following is a quotation from Leslie’s ‘History of Kilsaran’-

“In 1541 the Rectory and whole parish of Kilpatrick was totally lost, as they were burned by O’Neill and his Irish accomplices about two years ago”.

This destruction took place during the invasion of the pale by Con O’Neill in 1539, when he also burned the Abbey Church of St Mary’s, Ardee, which at the same time was filled with women and children.

The ruins of Kilpatrick Church is almost directly opposite the Well field to the East side of Kilpatrick House in a clump of trees which at one time was the parish cemetery.

The ordnance survey letters of 1835 relate that a Mrs. Boylan who resided there at that period recollected the last adult funeral to this ancient cemetery around 1785.

Local tradition states that the Holy Well had at one time been defiled and that it had been positioned in another part of the field and in consequence the Well closed up, but burst out in the spot which it now occupies.

It is also said that men from the neighbourhood carried the large stones from the original place of the Holy Well and placed it at the new opening.

This large flat stone which is presently on the south side of the Holy Well bears perfect impressions of a left foot, right knee and staff, which are traditionally said to be those of St Patrick from the time of his visitation.   

On a recent visit to the Holy Well accompanied by Mr Patrick Boylan, I found that it was in excellent condition, built in a circle of stone.

No person in living memory recollects what religious observations were adhered to on the occasion of a visit to the Holy Well, neither does anyone remember a station being held there.

Nevertheless, the tradition of the usage of water from the well for domestic purposes has always been observed annually by the Boylan family on the 17th March, the national feast day of the saint.

At the south end of the Medieval Parish of Kilpatrick and from the domineering height of Corracon, which is 633 ft. above sea level there are three townlands clearly visible which is alleged to have constituted Kilpatrick’s ancient parish.

In these townlands of Kilpatrick, Rathlust and Drakestown, traces of what was once ancient highway, as described in Taylor and Skinners Map of 1778 are still visible, passing St Patrick’s Holy Well and winding its way across the lofty heights of Corracon in the direction of Tara, possibly the route used by St Patrick on his journey there.

Apart from the visit of St Patrick to this district, it is worth noting Kilpatrick’s association with the “Exile of Erin”.  The subject of the celebrated poet Thomas Campbell, in perhaps his best known poem, Anthony McCann of Corderry, the exiled United Irishman had a sister married to a Boylan from Kilpatrick.

The Boylans, like the McCann’s, were prominent in the United Irish Society, one of them being the County Louth leader who was executed in Drogheda in 1798.

In the picturesque setting of its partly wooded areas rising against the skyline, Kilpatrick is undoubtedly one of the country’s most natural landmarks of beauty.

Inismocht  (1904 CLAJ P.30)

The monastery of Inismocht was thought by many writers to have been founded by St Mochta of Louth, and to have been subject to that monastery.  But I think this is not the case.  It was founded by St Mochta MacCearnaghan, a holy and learned priest of Armagh, whom the Four Masters call “Mochta of the Island.” Lanigan blames Archdall for placing this monastery in County Louth, thinking that the latter’s only reason was that it was the called the “Island of Mochta.”  But in this, at least, Archdall was right, for there is really such a place in Inismocht in Louth.  It is in the townland of Ballygowan, alongside the River Dee about two miles from Ardee.  There is the ruin of a very old church still there.  It stands on an eminence and even still it is surrounded with low, wet, marshy ground.  I visited the place last January and at that time the field around the eminence was covered with water.  Of the old church there are portions of three walls still standing; it is about twenty feet broad, and was formerly probably about thirty yards in length.  The bare outlines of what is said to have been the abbot’s stall can still be seen.  It is about five feet high and seems to have been covered with a pointed arch.

The Post-Norman Monasteries of Louth (1907  CLAJ  P.91)

At Mapastown, beside the remains, there is an interesting graveyard, where, according to tradition, John Mapas who killed Bruce at Faughard, lies buried.  Probably our monks read the burial service for him.  In the parish of Kildemock, at Paughenstown, there is a well called Trinity Well, beside which there is a Commons named Trinity Green.  Seeing that the Trinitarians owned this land, we may conclude that there is some connection between the names.  Until over thirty years ago, there was a famous pattern at Paughenstown Well.  In the same parish, at Kilpatrick, there is another holy well dedicated to our patron saint.  At Stickillen, in the field next to that formerly occupied by the old chapel, is another holy well, which has been closed for some years.  In Shanlis parish, with which the monks seem to have been very specially connected, there is, at Toberdoney, a place of pilgrimage.  Very few go there now, but, within living memory, large crowds came from Louth, Meath and Monaghan.  The place is very isolated, and the water of the Holy Well is said to have effected many cures.  In this parish also, at Hurdlestown, on land which formerly belonged to the monastery, there is a very interesting cromlech or standing stone, with a perfectly round hole cut through it.

Caraher of Cardistown family papers (1967  CLAJ  p.186)  Mapastown
xi.  3044 (2594) In English most being Latin.

Grant to Lawrence Clinton of Dowdistown now Dowdstown Co Louth Gent.  To be free of cesses and subsidies charged on the inhabitants of the county for his lands of Dowdistown with the consent of the gentlemen and freeholders of the county.  Provided that within 3 years he rebuild with lime & stone the Bridge of Mapestown the common passage from most parts of the Pale to Dundalk and other northern parts which for the safety of the County had been broken down during the wars of Shane O Neyll and shall for ever repair the bridge that it may be passable for carts and travellers at his own cost.  In consideration also of his having built a good castle on his lands of Dowdistown near the Bridge a place of great danger.


Fiants of Queen Elizabeth 26 May 1577.

MILLEXTOWN, KILDEMOCK.

Melick's Town, Bally Vellog, a farm house and a few cottages with the ruins of a small church not known to whom dedicated, a wonderful accident happened here which the inhabitants attribute to a miracle, in the great wind the beginning of February 1715 the West end of the church which is about 6 yards broad and 9 high was by the wind lifted off the foundation and settled upright near 4 foot within the church, the bellfry also was laid across the top of the wall whereon it was erected, it is at present in the same condition and near 3 feet of the wall whereon it had stood is at present up.

ARDEE

Ardee lies in a bottom, ' tis a long town ranging North and South, on the right entering there is a monstrous large square castle, with divers other old buildings but no account to be had what they were.  The church has been larger and very considerable, it had 3 isles supported by 2 ranges of pillars, at present there is some of it taken in for service.  No monuments  or  inscriptions here.

The Spau 3 is no more than a common iron colour'd scum that lies on it not near as strong as temple Oage, it lies in a marshy meadow near a bog full of dirt and weeds, being not regarded.  Galls to a faint purple, lathers soon.  There are wells of good spring water to which they go on pilgrimage and penance, as Sunday’s Well and Trinity Well near this town which lathers without cruds. 4

There is a marshy spot of ground about a mile West from Ardee a church builded the piece of ground whereon it stands is encompassed with many thousand acres of bogg, in Winter there is no going near it the people say that the bogg must have grown about it, or else it was a church for penance, the name or time of its erection is not known. 5
1 On North East of Ballynacarraige Hill, where the Pattern is still observed on St. Colmcille's Day.

2 Apparently Starinagh where the Pattern Tree at the Cross roads preserves the site of a great

yearly patron at which the tents were also a feature in the tradition of living persons.  They, however, place the date on St. Colmcille's day, not in harvest.

The name Mullinador is not remembered.

3 (Ardee).  The only Spa well now known is at Shanlis,1 mile W. of Ardee.

4 Sunday's Well, or Toberdoney, in townland of Shanlis, 1.5 miles W. of the town: Trinity


Well is not now known. 


5  Inis Mochta, on the river Dee, in Co. Meath at " Burley Bridge," the junction of the two counties on the road to Drumconrath and Kells. a Monastery of which the church ruins remain, founded by St. Mochta MacCearnahan in A.D. 900, not to be confounded with St. Mochta of Louth, the companion of St. Patrick, founder of Louth Monastery, and Apostle of this district.  


See 1904  journal, p. 30

The earliest church structures, like their secular counterparts would have been constructed of  materials such as wood, clay and wattle, and other perishable materials which have not survived. As early as the tenth century we know that Ardee had a shrine of Saint Patrick, which was abducted by a Meath prince in 985. A shrine perhaps presupposes the existence of a church. 

The townland of Kilpatrick had a church until the early 1800’s and a holy well dedicated to Saint Patrick with  cap-stone carrying the markings of  foot, knee and staff which are still visible. This suggests a long-standing devotion to Saint Patrick, and perhaps a link with an early foundation and with the apostle himself.

 Though little material evidence of these early church structures survive, their existence and administrative structures formed the foundation for later more materially permanent structures.  

With the arrival of the Anglo-Normans (such as the Taffee family) in the twelfth century came the building of towns and castles, and the founding of monasteries. The early Irish church was largely monastic in organisation and the Normans founded and were patrons of many additions to the monastic infrastructure of the country.

A monastery dedicated to Saint John the Baptist was built in the area of  Moore Hall. The parish church of Saint Mary’s was probably built at this time too, along with its chantry, part of which still stands. It may have been built on or alongside an existing celtic Christian site, With the Carmelite foundation in 1274 near or at Boat Trench, these formed a trinity of religious foundations within the town of Ardee in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.

The Carmelite monastery was founded by Ralph Pippard in 1274. These monasteries and parish churches were given privileges and lands on which to live, and altars and burses were set up to allow priest-chaplains to chant the Mass for various intentions in their chantries or monasteries.

The ravages of war took their toll on these buildings and institutions. In 1315, for example, the church of the Blessed Virgin of Ardee was burnt by the Scots and Irish, under the command of  King Bruce. It was full of men, women and children who had taken sanctuary there. 

The supression of religious houses was begun by King Henry VIII in 1539 and Ardee Carmelite monastery was duly dissolved. In 1637 a newer, reformed group of Carmelites, the discalced, returned. The original calced friars returned in 1639 to claim their property and rights. In 1643 Ardee was razed to the ground by the Confederate army, destroying all of the town. One or two of the friars may have remained in the vicinity for some years afterwards but this was the effective end of the community. Occasionally, during the penal period, friars from the Carmelite or Dominican orders acted as assistants to the parish clergy of the time in Ardee.

Outside the town the medieval church has left much evidence of its existence in the many small graveyards and church ruins which dot the countryside. Often built on the most scenic and commanding sites, these churches and parishes, now incorporated into Ardee, such as Smarmore, Kildemock, Mapastown, and  Stickillen can give us an idea of the scale of life before travel and technology made contemporary structures possible. These churches were small yet each supported its pastor and the dead were laid to rest in communion with the church and with the living around these simple structures. The names of early saints such as Diomoc  and Cillian are preserved  in the names of the ‘cill’ or church which bears their names like Stickillen and Kildemoc.

The churches and the monasteries provided a range of services to the local communities, such as education and healthcare. They owned land and property from which they made a living and with which they paid their taxes. There is evidence, for example, of a school or of teaching activity in the inscribed slates found at Smarmore church dating from the fifteenth century. The landowners, in their ‘Big Houses’ would have had the privilege of private chapels and chaplains and as late as the 1830’s the Taaffe family were provided with a priest chaplain by the diocese.

The reformation and the accompanying changes took place fitfully and slowly but inexorably. Catholics found themselves excluded from Saint Mary’s except perhaps in death. The monasteries were dissolved and their property confiscated. The Catholic population needed to build a new centre of worship and they did this on a site within sight of Saint Mary’s at what is now known as Old Chapel Lane. It was a very small structure on the East side of the lane, ‘within a stable or byre of Mc Creanor’s’.

This structure was replaced by a small penal chapel in John Street on the site of the present old church. The initial structure on this site was built by Fr Philip Levins  pastor of Ardee from 1758-1787. This family, from Dysart were to provide clergy of the parish for many decades afterwards. In 1829, the present old church in John Street was completed. Records of the meetings and the monies collected still survive. It was one of the earliest churches to be completed in the post- Emancipation period and it was extended and beautified several times afterwards.

The present church of the Nativity of our Lady, built in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s was officially opened in 1974. It signalled a dramatic break with the architecture of past structures and incorporated in glass, wood and stone the thinking and the ideals of the Second Vatican Council. The church represents new ideas in liturgy and in design. Its scale, its materials and the energy-conscious architecture belie the concerns and preoccupations of a generation.

Belpatrick church, long since vanished without trace, and its successor, Saint Catherine’s, Ballapousta (1831) cater for the parishioners of Smarmore area. 

M Murtagh Notes

I.H.S

Per Santam Crucem Tuam Redemisti Mundum

This monument was erected by Peter Boylan of Blakestown for himself and his posterity.  Underneath lie interred the mortal remains of his son Michael Boylan who departed this life on the 22nd June 1798 aged 26 years.  Also the remains of Stephen Boylan brother to the above Michael who departed this life on the 20th of August 1801 aged 18 years.  R.I.P.

The following verses of a forgotten popular ballad will recall the chief incidents connected with his death:

I am in close confinement and no hopes of liberty

Condemned to death for treason before his majesty.

In Collon I was taken being on the third of June

The Drogheda guards conveyed me to where I met my doom

I lived in expectation that the speaker ‘d set me free.

But I received my sentence by Dan Kelly’s perjury.

Tom Hand he acted as a foe, tho’ he favoured me that day

When in walks false Dan Kelly and he swore my life away

He swore I had 10000 men all at my command

Just ready to assist the French as soon as they would land.

He swore I was united to support the union cause

And the jury cried out Boylan you must die by martial laws

When I heard that sad and dismal verse

Twas in the jail I lay

I scarcely got one moment more than one hour for to pray

And with my trembling fingers I took my book in hand

The tears came rolling down my cheeks to the ground where I did stand

I met my honoured father as from the jail I came

Heavens must I  part with you my dear and loving child

I bowed my tender body and they soon hauled me away

Until I reached the tholsel the place I was to die

I wasn’t the least bit daunted till the fatal tree I spied

my sight began to fail me, my book I could not read

For to think I’d be cut down, all in my prime

A tender hearted blade

Farewell my loving father its parted we must be

Likewise my loving mother your face I’ll never see

Farewell my loving brother and loving sisters too

In the 26 year of my age I take my leave of you

I own was united the same I neer denied

Its in the speakers Cavalry I oftentimes did ride

If I would turn tractor I would get my liberty

But I won’t be called deceiver I will die on the gallous tree

I always well behaved myself the country round can tell

It’s true Dan Kelly’s perjury has proved my sad death knell

Farewell all friends and neighbours its parted we must be

My name is young Mick Boylan.  Good Christian pray for me.

Writers and Bards of the Ardee Area No. 1.
By James Rafferty
Reply to “Jemmy Ardee” by John McEneaney 1906.

From “The Bard of Callanberg” Ballads, published August, 1974.

Now Jemmy pray disclose your name

If so you’ll e’er remember

That day you criticised the piece

I wrote in last December.

You say I’d wish myself away

From here which I love highly

If he was living in the flesh

Your friend great Bard O’Reilly.

Well, step into his shoes yourself 

and fight with me his battle 

shielding behind a non-de-plume 

Is only worthless prattle.

I'll show you what my colours are 

as clear as yonder fountain; 

As green as Patrick's shamrock that 

Is bloorming on the Mountain.

The muse’s trumpet when I wish

At leisure I am sounding 

Ov’r Callanberg's historic hills 

She comes with joy high bounding.  

Here seated in my armchair 

by her I am protected

I write without O'Reilly's aid 

And yet I am suspected.

But you just come to Dundalk town 

And I will be delighted

If all the microbes of the muse

Were with you there united.  

And all the Meathian Poets 

and Louth were of your party 

I'll have a rhyming bout with you 

What do you say my hearty?

The Worthy Candidate by Alexander Dawson, Esq.

Let every grateful heart rejoice,

Dawson has the public voice,

Electors give your interests free,

To raise him to high dignity,

How glorious is the generous cause

How worthy freedom’s loud applause

Then independent votes prepare,

To raise brave Dawson to the chair:

How bright him numerous virtues shine,

His glowing actions how divine

All flowing from a generous mind

The estimation of mankind;-

We know - admire - and love him too

We give him hands and hearts most true-

Then independent votes prepare,

To raise brave Dawson to the chair:

We dried the tear from sorrow’s eye,

And hushed the orphan’s cheerless cry,

And smoothed the rugged path of woe,

And made the sorrowing bosom glow.

His soul thus formed the charity,

Endears him both to you and me;-

Then independent votes prepare,

To raise brave Dawson to the chair:

What are our hopes if he shall fail

United efforts must prevail

With talents rich, with generous soul

True as the needle to the pole,

Just to his word - he will perform -

And guard us against politic storm -

Then independent votes prepare,

To raise brave Dawson to the chair:

Yes, he’ll befriend the Irish nation,

And crown our wishes with consummation,

In him we’ll trust, who can’t betray,

We’ll all our burthens on him lay-

So good so just a friend as he

Will guard Hibernia’s liberty;

Then we’ll full bumpers now prepare,

When brave Dawson wins the chair.

Rose of Ardee

When first to this country a stranger I came,

I placed my affections on a comely young dame,

She is neat, tall and handsome, in every degree,

She is the flower of this country, and the pride of Ardee.

I courted my darling at the age of sixteen,

Her waist it was slender, her carriage genteel 

Till at length a young weaver came for her to see,

He stole the flower of this country, and the pride of Ardee.

My curse I would give unto any young man,

That would place his affections too much upon one,

They will sit and drink till your money is all gone,

And then they’re away with some other young man.

I will go the army, a month, two, or three,

And some bonny lass I will chance for to see,

Still hoping hereafter to me she would prove kind,

And I will banish you Nancy, quite out of my mind.

When I get my weeks pay to the tavern I will go,

I’ll call for strong liquors and drink my hearts’ woe,

I’ll call for strong liquors and this I will say,

My curse on you Nancy, you have led me astray.

The Shady groves of Ardee

One morning fair as I walked forth,

In the month of May I chanced to rove,

When flora spread her mantle round

Conveynant to a shady grove,

And charming nymph I did espy,

When cupid shot his arrows free,

In to my heart I feel the smart,

For the lovely maid of Ardee.

I being confounded in a maze,

With eager steps I moved along,

Until I drew nigh to a cool shade,

With this fair maid commenced her song

Saying wo is me my darling’s gone,

I fear his face I ne’er will see,

He left me here in lonely mind,

In the shady groves of Ardee.

It was cruel wars that sent him away,

And left me here behind to mourn,

May kind heavens still protect,

My darling boy till he returns,

And if kind fortune would befriend,

To send my darling safe to me,

I would garnish him flowers fine,

In those shady groves of Ardee.

Her love no longer could conceal,

Her presence from this lonely maid,

He straight way flew unto her arms,

He kissed her over and thus be said,

Great riches I have brought to you,

My heart and hand you shall have free,

I will crown your joys with happiness,

In those shady groves of Ardee.

Hand in hand they together walked,

Unto the church without delay,

The feathered sonsters all around,

Their cheerful notes awoke each spray,

The joy bells rung with great delight,

The lambkins sported plesently,

To see those lovers so unite,

In these shady groves of sweet Ardee.

A song on the Sacrilege in the chapel of Ardee

All christians shall shudder when they hear of song,

It will shock all the hearts of every true believing throng

He’ll be cursed by all nations that follow true christianity

And his name will be blessed to all eternity

Being instructed by satan his master in every degree

A bloody calf’s head he prepared in the town of Ardee

The blest Lords altar consecrated to worship his name

??? cursed miscreant with a calf’s head poluted the same 

His foul he resigned and consigned to satan’s damned joke

??? the angels in heaven when a league with God the broke

After their presumtion by orders from heaven they fell

So he for his actions has earned the pit of hell

The blessed sepulchre contained our Lord’s body and blood

The sacrament holy to nourish our souls as their food

He mounted the steps where the Lord’s anointed stood

And the tod of the altar he besmared with his hand full of blood

His heart was so hardened against holy Christ and his flock

That thunder and lighting from heaven his soul did not heck

For satan so ordered that in the course of his life

Amongst all good christians caused nothing but discord and trife  

But tde lovers of Christ we hope will all agree

And keep clear of satan and evil in every degree

Let this monster pursue the cursed wicked path that he trod

Till he falls a victim to an enraged and angry God. 

Sheil and noble - Dawson

You Louth electors now attend,

Unto those lines that I have penned,

Concersing of two worthy friends 

That’s Sheil and noble Dawson,

True patriots they are you know,

And bold y fights old Erins foe,

My countrymen now strike the blow,

And vote for Sheil and Dawson

For manly Sheil you know right well,

That next to Dan he bore the bell,

And in the house none could excel,

The noble hero Dawson,

He still stood true to Erin’s cause

And for the same deserves applause,

The curs’d internal penal laws,

Was curl’d by Sheil and Dawson.

You men of Louth your voices mix,

Remember glorious twenty-six,

You crushed the knaves with all their tricks,

And sent in noble Dawson.

Brave Sheil you know did not inspire,

Which made the bigots to reitre,

Your helping hand he does require

Now vote for Sheil and Dawson.

When Brunswick hounds in twenty-nine,

Together all they did combine,

To keep you slaves was their design,

You found a friend in Dawson,

And little Sheil with his great tongue,

He made the poisoned scorpions run,

For Erin he the laurels won,

Then vote for Sheil and Dawson.

Electors now I pray be stout,

And tyrant toads still keep them out,

The bible saint give his the rout,

And send in Sheil and Dawson,

That man that would your church abuse,

And party malice would defuse

To vote for him you could refuse,

But send in Sheil and Dawson.

So now my boys I you request,

That every man will do his best,

Let all unite and I protest,

You’ll send in Sheil and Dawson,

Yo men of Louth without delay,

Like hearts of gold now pull one way,

And keep at heart I humbly pray

O’Connell Sheil and Dawson.  

A new song in praise of noble Taaffe and Fitgerald

It was in the year of 29 I easelessly did stray

I roved for recreation along the king’s highway,

I met a worthy Gentleman of great fame and renown,

Called noble Taaffe of Smarmor, nigh to Ardee town.

Lis Court and fine Castle are standing upright,

The thrush and nighhtingale in him take delight,

The blackbird he does sweetly sing, and birds on every tree,

To welcome Taaffe of Smarmor into sweet Ardee

Noble Taaffe of Smarmor those words did say,

All you Roman Catholics surround me this day,

We have gold and silver plenty and we will spend it free,

To build our holy chapel in sweet Ardee.

Fitzgerald of Fanevalley he laid down 50 pound

All you Roman Catholics do not be controul’d

Our pillars they must be upright, complete in each degree

For we have money plenty to build in Ardee.

Then noble dukes and earls will come from foreign land

To view our noble Chapel in Ardee it will stand

We kindly will embrace them on that holy day

Because they’l turn Catholics before they go away

Come all you Roman Catholics all round this country

Be their safe protection likewise their family

Its in the poor they take delight they feed them night and day,

And to the king of heaven for them we’re bound to pray

The praises of those worthy men I’d wish to make them known

They are two loyal members to the holy church of Rome,

Their names must be recorded to foreign nations bring

Had I got education I’d never stop my pen.

Holed Stone at Hurlestone, Ardee  (CLAJ 1914 Vol III Pg 248)

This stone is 5ft. 3ins. High, 6ft. broad near the bottom and 3ft. 8ins. At top, and varies from 8 to 12ins. thick.  It stands facing roughly north and south; the northely face is naturally smooth while that to the south (shown in photo) is rough.

The hole is perfectly round, is 8ins. diameter in the centre but splays out on both sides to about 10ins. across.  It is roughly in the middle of the side, being only 9ins. nearer to the eastern edge than to the other.

The stone should be compared with that near Sligo which is pictured in this number of the journal.  The Sligo stone is larger and the hole is larger also as well as being irregular in shape.

The ordance note books say “Taurus, et pretera nihil (a bull and nothing else).  This holed stone was locally thought to have been used in Hurling matches as a goal, whence the name.”  

C.L.A.J., II, 288

(CLAJ 1910 Vol II Pg288)

Hurlestone T.L., Smarmore parish.  “There is a stone in the T.L. having a hole (foraman) in it, into which a soldier in the time of the wars is said to have thrust his head, which he was not able to retract, until it was cut off.”  Messrs O’Keeffe and O’Connor in ordinance letters.  “Taurus, et preterea nihill.”  This hoiled stone was locally thought to have been used in hurling matches as a goal, whence the name, Ordance note books.

Ancient History, Charters, &c.

Ardee was originally called Atherdee, and derived its name form the river Dee, which divides the town at Bridge At. Previous to the advent of the English it was a place of consequence and a stronghold of the native chieftains. Roger de Pippard, one of the associates of de Courcy and de Lacy, at the time of the formation of Louth into a county became Lord of Ardee, and in the thirteenth century built a castle to defend the town. In the fourteenth century Edward Bruce, who was crowned King of Ireland, advanced on Ardee from Dundalk. Many of the inhabitants of the surrounding country fled before him to the town, and took refuge in the Carmelite Friary. To this he laid siege and it was destroyed by fire. Bruce was defeated soon afterward by de Bermingham, who was created Earl of Louth, and received a large grant of lands. He did not live long to enjoy his success, having been killed during a revolt of his followers. The Ulster chiefs in 1538 set fire to the townland destroyed a great part of it. Sir Phelim O'Nial in 1641 made Ardee headquarters of the Parliamentary forces, but was not able to hold it against Sir Henry Tichburne, who advanced from Drogheda and took possession. Cromwell entered in 1649 and left a garrison in charge. To prevent this the Marquis of Ormonde had given orders to lay the town in ashes, but for some reason no attempt was made to accomplish his wishes. On his way from Dundalk to Drogheda James II occupied Ardee for a brief space. William's army having appeared in the neighbourhood, he withdrew, and continued his march to the Boyne. Corporate powers were conferred upon the town as early as 1377, in the reign of Edward III. Richard II granted a charter of confirmation to the "provosts and commonalty of the town of Athirde", permitting the collection of toll on goods sold for a period of ten years, to aid in the erection of a town wall, and to pay for maintaining the streets. A fragment of the original wall is preserved at Lamb's-lane, and there is a portion of the rampart, which, in its thick, covering of grass, serves to heighten the attractions of the ornamental grounds in Mr. Ruxton's demesne.


In 1414 Henry V granted a charter which gave cognizance of pleas, jurisdiction of assize, etc. Henry VI granted a charter, one of the provisions of which was that the portreeves should be justices of the peace. Queen Anne, in 1713, granted a charter to form a Corporation, entitled "The Portreeve, Burgesses, and Commons of Atherdee." By the terms of it there was to be one portreeve elected annually, on the 23rd of April, from among 23 burgesses, and he was to take the oath of office on the 29 of September following. There was to be an unlimited number of freemen, a town-clerk, constable, two sergeants-at-mace, and several officers of lesser pretensions. The charter also provided for a sort of upper chamber, composed of the portreeve, six burgesses, and six Common Council freemen. The burgesses and members of the Common Council were elected for life out of the freemen, and the freemen were made by nomination of the common Council and election by the burgesses at large. The constituency was represented by two members in the Irish Parliament until the time of the Union. Compensation to the extent of £15,000 was given for the disfranchisement. Those who received it were William, Charles and William Parkinson Ruxton. The first-named was awarded £7,500and the remainder was divided equally between the other two.


Under the Towns Improvement Act Commissioners succeeded to the powers of the Corporation in a limited degree. This body consists of nine members; one of whom is annually appointed Chairman. The officers are a Town-Clerk and Inspector. An audit is made by the Local Government Board. The income of the Town Commissioners is derived from an Improvement rate, which in 1885 at tenpence in the pound, produced £115 3s. 41/2d. Permanent head rents gave £61 17s. 9d., and yearly lettings, £13. Out of this there was paid £65 for lighting the streets with gas, £5 for gas fixtures - cost of lighting per lamp, £3.5s. - £18 5s., a yearly stipend to the Erasmus Smith School; £9 for rent of shambles, and £9 4s. for rent of Market. The Shambles, which are in Tisdall St. were originally erected at a cost of £600, and it is worthy of note, and most creditable from the sanitary point of view, that the town maintains them although there is a difference of $4.11s. 5d. on the wrong side between the amount of the ground rent and the aggregate received from lettings to the victuallers.

Quarter Sessions are held at Ardee in January, April and November, for civil business only. 

Ardee a century ago

(Dundalk Democrat, 25th December, 1926)

Pigot's directory for the year 1824 gives some information about the people and the trades of Ardee about 100 years ago which it is of interest to compare with the present state of things.


The population of the town - an area somewhat smaller than that of the modern township - was then 3,540; more than double that of our present census numbers. It reached, of course, 4000 in 1841, when the shovelling of the oats and the hand-reaping of corn in autumn made so much employment in the summer half-year and the malt stores in the winter. Industries that are now centralised in a few large firms of national importance were once carried on on a small scale for local needs in many places. 


Ardee, in 1824 had a distillery carried on by a William Brunkel, probably the ancestor of the late postmistress, Miss Brunker,. According to tradition, this distillery was situate in part of the Bridge Mill premises. 


There is no brewery in the 1824 Directory list, but tradition remains of the existence of one in that half-century where now the A.B.C.Corn Mill stands. The names of only two malsters are given, though the old people used to reckon up eighteen malt stores as being at work at one time or another during the first half of the nineteenth century. There were two tallow chandlers and soap factories in Ardee for the making and supply of the two simple daily articles which are now largely made for the Ardee people in England. Of these small factories, one was carried on in where Mr. Healy's private house now stands. The foundry and farm implement factory of the Ritchie family was in existence in 1824, and continued into the recollection of many still living. The name of "James Devlin, Watch and Clockmaker", is still with us in some clock dials in use and the old family surname in Mr. Peter Devlin, now of Collon. Ardee maintained seven bakeries, eleven groceries, one inn-keeper and seven publicans, bur some of the grocers also sold drinks, There are now 18 licensed houses. 


No mention is made of butchers though they must have been much more numerous than now, as there were up to a dozen butcher's stalls in the meat -market  built by the Ardee corporation beside the "Shambles" a few years earlier. 


One inn is listed, the "Ruxton Arms" then, and much later, owned by Nicholas Devin. The other trades enumerated are apothocaries (3), boot and shoe-makers (2), leather sellers (2), earthenware dealers (2), and painters (2). The drapery trade was then so unimportant that the two woolen and linen drapers are included in the "miscellaneous" along with one saddler and harness maker (Henry Lewers), one brazier, one stationer and the one and only farmer -perhaps the only one resident in the town - Andrew Pepper, now represented by his relation, Mr. James Pepper, of Hoathstown. 


The only business firm of 1824 that remains today in the hands of the same family is that of James Lamb, grocer, now his great grandson's, Mr. Thomas L. McGee. Two members of the old family of Hale occur in the traders’ list.


There were two surgeons, Dr. Rennie, of the Dispensary, and Dr. Lee, and one physician, Dr Blackwell. 


The names in the list of "Gentry and Clergy" are all familiar ones - Rev John Levins, "Old Fr. Levins", parish priest from 1821 to 1863, and his curate, for almost that whole period. Rev. John Pentony, who was volunteer "clerk of works" at the building of the Convent - 1855-57, and who died parish priest of Dunleer, were constantly in the reminiscences of the generation lately dead.

Talk of the Town ––––––––Ardee

“Irish Independent” Special Representative


The Town Commissioners of Ardee accorded me the honour of receiving the very first copy of their new official town guide – which has not yet been issued publicly.


Actually the commissioners were not aware that this honour had been bestowed upon me, as the presentation was, in fact, made by their Town Clerk, Mr Tom MacCaffrey. As Tom has been in that post for 30 years the Commissioners are unlikely to find fault with his kind thought.


Nor is the reference to be taken as being in any way flippant. Any town of some 2,500 inhabitants, which has the initiative and enterprise to produce a guide to the district, deserves a very special pat on the back. It is a worthwhile lead to many other towns of smaller or larger dimensions which might well follow their example, particularly in this tourist conscious age. It is not, incidentally the first such production of the town, for I have also in my possession the previous booklet in which there is no clue to the date of publication, but I see that the population was then only some 1,700.

New Industry Will Open Soon


The guide is only a minor, if concrete, example of the go-ahead enthusiasm which pervades the townsfolk of Ardee. For years a small knot of prominent businessmen struggled to get a fairly large scale industry established in the town and for the same period encountered only disappointment and frustration. Through no fault of their own they were often on the verge of success when plans fell through and their work come no nothing.


Now their goal has been attained. The new “Castleguard Textile Co”. , now in course of erection, should be in full production within the twelve-month. When the doors are flung open and the machinery starts revolving the employees will swing right into a 24-hour, three-shift production programme. Cotton and rayon will be spun and later it is hoped to broaden out and include bleaching, dyeing and weaving.


At first there will be employment for some 300 men and women, mostly young people, and when the planned expansion comes there will be room for an additional two hundred or so.


Local initiative has been responsible for this development and credit goes mainly to two prominent town figures – Senator J.T.McGee and Mr. J.F.Markey. Senator McGee is one of the best known men in the country for, apart from the farming business which he carries on, he also has his own auctioneering concern and a shop in the town’s main street. To complete the picture we add that he is Chairman of the Louth Co. Council, Chairman of the Ardee Town Commissioners and Chairman of the new factory.


Mr. Markey, the second of the active partnership who has kept public interest alive for this development, is also a Town Commissioner and a former Co Councillor. When I met him in his shop, in which he carries on a general merchandise business, he referred to the work which had gone into the obtaining on the new industry. “Over the last 30 years, under the new industrialisation of the country, we never went any distance in getting a factory here” he told me. “It was through no fault of local initiative.”


Apart from this development, Ardee is not without other employment-giving factories, namely its two chair-making firms, which are known throughout the country.


If the town and surrounding areas ever had an unemployment problem, and I am assured that it was never very serious, it is something which should now be abolished for all time. For, in addition to the many who will receive work at Castleguard, another employment-giving source is active in the town. This is the Board of Works drainage scheme for the Rivers Glyde and Dee, which has its headquarters on the border of the town. Coupled with the Department of Agriculture’s land reclamation scheme, this means that flooding which occurred annually outside the town will be eliminated.

No E.S.B. Current in Rural Areas.


Main grievance of all concerned in the district is that the E.S.B. has refused to bring rural electrification to parts outside of the town. Ardee itself is equipped with current, but outlying places are still without light and power. Here are to be found the big farming element of the district carrying on mixed farming on a large scale. As the farms in this part of the country are all of a fairly large acreage the Board, I was told, holds that it would be uneconomic for it to install electricity, as the population is too scattered.


The Parish Council – of which, by the way, Tom MacCaffrey is secretary – was recently instrumental in getting under way a large scale plantation of strawberries as a commercial undertaking. They hope that the existing acreage of 25 will be doubled before long. 

Television In Ardee––––(Paper cutting Oct. 1951)


Hundreds of people have visited Mr. Wright’s radio shop at Castle St. Ardee, during the past week to see one of the marvels of the present age – television. Mr. Wright has been interested in radio all his life and was, in fact, also the first to bring a wireless to the town. This was back in 1922 when he assembled the set himself.


He is using a Pye F.V.L. table model, with picture size 10ins X 8ins. It works off A.C. or D.C. mains with a voltage of 200 to 250, and a power consumption of 125 watts. A link with the old and the new is provided by the fact that the 70 ft mast is attached to the historic Ardee Castle which adjoins his premises.


One of the first programmes which Mr. Wright received was the England v France soccer international from Highbury, and to use his own words, he was “agreeably surprised” with the results. Several other interesting programmes were also received including the London Horse Show at Harringay arena on Saturday, and the big audience was able to capture most of the thrills and pageantry of this great outdoor event.


It would, however, be unfair to suggest that all programmes are received with the same degree of success. At times there are interruptions and picture quality is often affected, but this is very understandable when it is remembered that the normal television range is from fifty to seventy miles.


Installation of a TV receiver by Mr. Wright during the past week is timely as a new chapter in the history of television begins to-morrow (Friday) with the official opening of a new transmitter at Holme Moss, high up on the Pennings, some sixteen miles from Manchester. This will be the first television broadcast from the north of England and as a result television will come within the reach of twelve more millions of the population of the country. The programmes which he has been receiving to date are from this station.

Ballapousta

(Letter from Michael O’Flynn, N.T. to Fr. McGrane)


There is no such townland. Correct pronunciation is Bealach a Phuist, meaning “way of the post. Situated on one of Tara’s ancient highways the Slighe Dubh Luachra (road of the black rushes, which runs from Tara via Slane, through Grangegeath to Smarmore Bealach a’Phuist across The Ford (Ardee) across hospital grounds on through Lagan to Armagh and on to Derry and Colraine. There was a branch to Dundalk and north to Newry etc. I think the name Bealach a Phuist may be seen on entrance to present school although the land is on the Manning Estate. Manning was the landlord who occupied Drakestown House long in ruins. The present vacated old school was built on a site where Miles Taaffe, Smarmore Castle, built a school in 1819. The Taaffes were trustees of Drakestown School until the present school was built in 1963.


The Chapel grounds, one acre including a yard and the Old Cemetery belonged to one Kellet from Annaglog. It was never intended to have a parish cemetery in Ballapousta. The graveyard and chapel of ease were to be at Beltrasna for which £9000 was provided by Captain Taaffe and the P.P. Nothing came of this proposal. About this period previous to 1797 one Miss Taaffe arranged to build a curate’s house which when built was not accepted by the then authorities. The house was given to the Principal teacher as a residence and was occupied by Michael Kavanagh from 1890 - 1923. It was transferred to the parish (Ardee) about the time of Kavanagh’s occupation. It was occupied later by Joseph White N.T. and by M.O’Flynn in 1929-1940, later locals including Gaffney, Crudden rented it from the P.P. Later it was sold to present occupier (Cotter) and deeds were finally legalised between Trustees (Taaffe) and Canon McDonnell, P.P.


Myles Taaffe had some sort of school built in Bealach a’Phuist in 1810 and carried on as teacher until National system was introduced. He with two (?) self-appointed teachers carried on till one Joseph Myles was rightly appointed and recognised. He was succeeded by aforementioned Kavanagh. Some of the Myles great-great grand-children are settled in Philipstown, Dunleer parish.


I should have mentioned that a Geraghty from Smarmore built the curate’s house. Later he was killed accidentally somewhere up the Smarmore road.


Up to 1789 the chapel grounds and part of the cemetery extending from entrance to Sth corner of old graveyard was Manning property. Previous to completion of building present chapel people, although few, worshipped at Kilpatrick chapel, which was attached to Kildemock parish. This site (now Finegan’s land) and its graveyard are completely obliterated. Later there was a little thatched chapel in Kilpatrick land quite near Blakestown Road. This shanty site was burned just as Mass ended and following this the site of today’s chapel was marked out by a “crow” which carried a “cross shaped” twig from the burning site and dropped in where Ballapousta Chapel stands today (local tradition). In passing may I add that the rough handmade holy water font was discovered by senior boys while digging and cleaning up the school yard about 1929. It lay at back of school for many years. About eighteen years ago it was removed to Kieran home, Ashville. The Kierans seemed to have some family connection with it. I knew nothing about this and felt disturbed as Fr. McIvor and myself had other arrangements for the historic font.

Church and Cemetery site was given by Manning, Drakestown House. This as I said included Church grounds and portion of cemetery.


The cemetery Cross as it stands today was erected by Miles Taaffe in 1825. It is supposed to be a beautiful specimen of Irish Sculptor


In 1930 the cemetery was extended into McGees land. The Calvary was erected in 1931 by Carrahers, Ballapousta. Dr. Lyons P.P. organised whist-drives, bridge-drives, raffles and church collections to defray the cost. The cross is of best Irish oak and the figures were imported from Italy. The Calvary was blessed by Msgr. Stokes, P.P , V.G., Drogheda. After T.L.McGees death his wife (through kindness) allowed the cemetery further extension across the stream as can be seen today. This was in 1974. Mrs.McGee herself and with her own money built and fitted the Grotto. The stones and builder came from Chanonrock.


The Annual Procession was introduced by the Taaffe family to the Castle grounds. After repeal of some of the penal laws the procession walked from the chapel out and up to small entrance gate at school end, then in and down to church door again (main entrance). The other entrance on left trancept was only used by the “Castle family”. Canon McDonnell had it built up. 

One noticeable feature today, and has been since the procession comes from Church through the cemetery and stops at Calvary where Benediction was given until recently is the representation of some of the early saints, e.g. Peter, John, Domnick etc. This custom was introduced by one of the lady members of the castle who with other members spent many years in Spain from whence she brought the idea to Ballapousta.

M. O’Flynn. 16th July, 1980.

Ballapousta Church


Ballapousta Chapel of Ease stands in the northern tip of the townland of Drakestown. This church serves as a chapel of ease to the Catholic parish of Ardee. Today it is commonly thought of as such, but at a time when a church was first built on this spot over one hundred and eighty years ago, people had livelier memories of ancient parochial units, and they conceived the new church as a successor to the medieval parish churches of Kildemock, Smarmore and Shanlis and intended to keep it for the needs in particular of those parishioners. That is how it came to be dedicated to St. Catherine, Virgin and Martyr, the Patron of Kildemock. The present building dates from 1831. It is T-shaped with the transept slightly askew. This was done apparently for the sake of securing perfect alignment to the northern gable with the adjacent mearing.


It had a window, in good warm colouring which depicted a number of incidents in the life of David. The style was uncommon in modern Irish churches as it was a reproduction of medieval English iconography. The window was erected by the officers of the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Regiment to the memory of Captain George Taaffe, Smarmore Castle who died at sea on the 24th March, 1861, aged 35 years. The altars in oak would be now almost one hundred years old. They were designed by Ballapousta schoolmaster, Joseph Miles, and they were beautifully carved by Brian and Patrick Moonan, brothers from Drakestown. They practised their craft in the neighbourhood, Collon, Tenure, Drogheda and Maynooth College Chapel. The high altar especially was a meritorious piece of work. Relatives of Moonans are still in and around Ardee and other parts of Co. Louth.


The earlier church was in the style of the post-Penal period: that is to say it was an oblong barnlike structure with thatched roof and no slats. It was built around 1787,m which is the date of the lease of the ground for 999 years from the landlord, Nathaniel Manning. Public church building was unlikely previous to the  Relief Act of 1778, which first authorised Catholics to take out leases for 999 years. How the site was chosen was the subject of a story told among the old people The story, as put together from various sources is as follows –:

A few alternative sites had been offered, such as Smarmore by Taaffe and Coracon by Boylan. Eventually the church was built in Kilpatrick, also Boylan’s land. Before Mass was finished the building collapsed, as foretold by a local prophet named Drew, and an unusual strange bird carrying a segment of the debris in its beak, led the people to the present site. Now, a difficult problem of securing this site from the land-lord presented itself. Manning of Drakestown, the landlord, was not only a non-Catholic but was completely opposed to such an idea. Fr. Philip Levins, the P.P of Ardee knew how he could move Manning to consent. Fr. Levins threatened to bring back a troublesome ghost which had been laid shortly before. This threat was sufficient to settle the matter. The identity of the ghost in question, a lady, is not made quite clear. She was said to have been Manning’s mother or grandmother, or the mother of the minor, Francis George Manning, Nathaniel’s great grandson and the last of the name to live in Drakestown. As her maiden name was Tisdall, it is likely she was the minor’s grandmother, Margaret Maria Tisdall of Charleville who married Francis Manning, son of Nathaniel and may have died in the lifetime of her father-in-law. The ghost had been causing great disturbance in the household, sweeping clothes off the line, snatching cutlery from the table and son on, and Manning, in the end, had sought the aid of the P.P. Fr. Levins arrived with a concourse of people who had gathered on hearing what was to take place. The grand-father of “Sam” Corbally, a man remembered by the older people, left his ploughing to carry the Holy Water.


Fr. Levins proceeded with the exorcism, addressing the ghost as “Madam”, while she curtly called him by his surname. Eventually the spirit was confined within the bark of a great ash tree by the avenue leading to Drakestown House, a tree which stood for many years after. Later the ghost was banished to the Red Sea!


Drakestown House and lands became the property of J.C. Kieran Esq., Ashville and were bought by the Land Commission in 1933. The lands were divided and the house was demolished.


The graveyard was originally a rather narrow strip running along the east transept wall. It was later extended to the Northeast as for as the townland boundary and later spread over the mearing to the northwest. In 1931 it was further extended into McGee’s land and, more recently, the late Mrs. T. L. McGee, Kilpatrick, gave a sizeable addition. The Calvary was erected by the late Dr. Lyons, Bishop of Kilmore, in 1931. He was P.P. of Ardee for 17 years until he succeeded Msgr Segrave, P.P., V.G. Drogheda in 1933. The oldest date, 19th April, 1810 is on the stone of Dr. Charles Waters, Curate, and later P.P of Ardee and one of the signatories of the lease in 1787.


The neighbourhood in which the church stands is known as Ballypousta. This name appears in the Ardee Parish Registers from their commencement in 1763, Its earliest form there is Ballpuste, Ballapuste, and Bailapuste. About one hundred and twenty five years age it was written Ballypouch and the pronunciation Ballapooch was used just within living memory. Now, however, this has reverted to Ballapoos-cha. All attempts to render the meaning of this name have failed. The correct pronunciation in the writer’s opinion is Bealach a’Phuist.


One of Ireland’s ancient Roads, the Slighe Mhi Luccara, or a branch of it from Slane, ran through Grangegeeth, Smarmore, Ballapousta and crossing the Dee at the ford. This was the old Mail-Coach route and therefore the name, Bealach-a’Phuist has a special significance. 


Finally, it may be recorded here that Drew, the local prophet, mentioned above, has prophesied that a great treasure will be found one morning before sunrise on Coracon. Coracon is the ridge which crosses the southern extremity of the townland of Drakestown. Who knows?.......

Another Tara Mine..........maybe!

Michael O’Flynn.

A Brief Sketch of 145 Years of Change.     By  Liam D. Hennessy, N.T., B.A., H. Dip. In Ed.

The Parish Church of St. Mary, now being replaced, was undoubtedly a triumphant expression of religious emancipation by the Catholics of Ardee. The old and new standing to-day in close proximity are in themselves eloquent testimony of change and prompt us to attempt to span the century and a half, noting as we go the milestones of the period which saw Ardee develop into its modern self. 

The urban population of 3,975 persons in 1831 has not been equalled since. In fact a steady downward trend can be noted on the accompanying graph until it reaches its lowest total of 1729 in the year 1926. However, apart from the period of the war years in the forties the population is rising since. The last figure available, that of the Census of 1971 records a total of 3100 and the indications are that this upward trend will continue.


In a reference to Ardee in 1837 (R.1) we read that the town “is situated in a very fertile corn district and consists of one principal street with lanes branching from it; many of the houses are of respectable appearance. Turf if brought for the supply of the inhabitants from a large bog about 1 mile to the west by means of a branch of the river Dee which has been made navigable for boats” Tuesday was market day then as it still is. “A meat market or Shambles was erected by the corporation in 1795 which cost about £600 and a corn market about the year 1710 at an expense of nearly £2,000. We also know that Fairs were held on Mar. 1st, April 10th, June 6th, July 8th, Aug. 20th, Oct. 23 rd, a large fair for sheep) and Dec. 17th. The town at that time also had a chief station of the “Constabulary Police”. Ardee House, now St. Joseph’s Home was the seat of Mrs Ruxton and Red House was occupied by W. Parkinson Ruxton. There were two schools erected on the Erasmus Smith foundation – the boys’ in 1806 and the girls’ in 1817. The present Parochial Hall was built in 1844 and the inscription reads ”Ardee National School House”
That the full rigours of the Famine were not felt by the people is  said to be due to the benefactions of the local landlords. The Foster memorial was erected in the Market Square in 1861 as a tribute to Sir Frederick George John Foster by his tenantry. Of the memorial which originally embodied a fountain, Vere Foster’s biographer McNeill says(R2) “Throughout the length and breadth of Ireland not many monuments were erected at this time to landlords by grateful tenants; that this one should have been set  up at a cost of £290 in the lean years following the famine, and at the opening of the bitter land war, is a considerable tribute.” Incidentally, McNeill also offers the opinion that “the rather crude representation of a Victorian gentleman conveys nothing of Frederick’s charm”. Vere, Frederick’s brother, was a noted philanthropist and among his good works was assisting young women to emigrate to the new world. In 1857, seventy female emigrants were taken by him to Canada. “About twenty of them had been inmates of the Ardee Union Workhouse, the remainder were from the town and surrounding country” Vere used to receive applications at “Mr. Peppers” (where Meehan’s garage now stands) on Tuesdays. In 1858 he returned from one of his trips with a collection of daguerreotype likeness’ of previous emigrant protégés. He hired a ground floor room with a large window in which at dead of  night he arranged his portrait gallery. Next morning “for a time occasional passers-by looked idly at the likeness’, children gathered, till at length a cry was raised, ‘Maggie, Biddie, Arrah! See, here’s Peggy Cassidy that lived in our lane’ and so on till mothers and all the town came in to enquire news of the Ardee girls and to receive the numerous messages that I had brought home.”


At this time also, 1858, the establishment of the Convent of Mercy was a notable event. The first four sisters arrived at that time from the Dundalk convent. I was amused to note in Basset’s Directory (R3) that the Reverend Mother in 1886 was a Mrs White”. It is believed that the best known song of the town viz “The turfman from Ardee” was probably of this period also. We are indebted to Basset for his description of Ardee as of 1886.. The town at that time boasted the two Banks (the Ulster Bank from 1861 ), 15 family grocers, 18 public houses (25 in 1683), 12 bootmakers, 5 Boot Warehouses, 4 Bakeries, 2 Confectioners, 5 Drapers and two Hotels. There were also three corn mills. The following are some of the traders of 1886.–:

Thos Dolan, General Merchant.

Peter Halpenny, Linen & Woollen Draper, Castle St.

Patrick Boylan, Family Grocer, Bridge St.

Joseph Halpenny, Auctioneer & Valuer, Market St.

Patrick McGee, General Merchant, Market St.

(This firm, widely known to-day as McGees of Ardee was established in 1816)

John Byrne, Draper, Main St.,

Wm. Taaffe, Draper, Castle St.

Nicholas Roe, (M.J. Martin) Tea, Wine & Spirit Merchant, Irish St.

Owen Hann, Grocer, Market St.

James McAlester & Sons, Coach Builders, Market St.

M. Halpenny & Co., Millers & Corn Merchants, The Steam Mills, Ardee/

Bernard Keelan, Corn Merchant, Bridge St.

Commercial Hotel, (P. Hickey prop.), now Brophy’s Hotel.

Richard Rogers, Draper, Bootmaker & Newsagent, Bridge St.


At that time the component streets on the main street, “a major, long, and splendid thoroughfare” were the same as to-day viz Irish St., Market St., Castle St., and Bridge St.. Basset saw the buildings as “substantial and sightly” and “many of the business houses would do credit to Belfast or Dublin”


It is interesting to note that Mullacurry Races was a major event on 7th May, 1885. “This splendid steeplechase course is regarded by the best authorities as second only to that of Punchestown, the premier.” (In 1956 the great annual Louth Hunt meeting at Mullacurry took place for the last time after more than 100 years.) The principal industries are mentioned as “oatmeal milling and large limestone quarries worked for lime burning and building purposes. Basset remarks that Ardee was in need of “one or more factories to gave employment to the young people who are now maintained by their parents.” A woollen factory is mentioned as desirable. The water supply was derived form springs and the river.


The year 1889 brought the first De La Salle Brothers to Ardee and in 1896 the rail link with Dromin was opened to passenger and freight traffic. Before we pass on to the twentieth century it is interesting to note the prices of some commodities as taken from the records in Dolan’s courtesy of Peter & Walter Roe and they are of the years 1845 – 1847. A gallon of whiskey, depending on the quality cost from 16 shillings to £1-1s. Tobacco was 2 shillings per (pound and four dozen clay pipes cost ( A half cwt. Of Indian meal was eight shillings and a mousetrap cost 3 pence. It was interesting to note the huge quantities of whiskey bought for wakes. The cheapest coffins were 5 shillings and 10 shillings but you could buy an oak one with all trimmings for £4.  From the records it would seem that the biggest funeral expense, by far, was the whiskey.


The twentieth century in Ardee was saluted early on by the first Brass Band. I was not able to discover the exact year but am reliably informed that it was in the first decade. In 1911 the first Golf we know of hereabouts was played at Baltrasna and in 1914 the Ardee Electric Light Company started operations. At first Steam was used in generating on the premises now enclosing Dolans Grain Store but in 1926 John McKeever and his company moved across to Moore Hall (where McGees grain store now is) and began using a 60 Horse power National Diesel Engine. (About 1932 a 100 H.P. two-cylinder engine was installed). The Ardee Bread Company began baking in 1908. In 1916 the Lawn Tennis Club was set up and courts were laid down on the Town Parks by Eddie Carrager of Cardistown, though there was a Tennis club in the 19th century in Charlestown. In 1922 the Golf Club also moved into Town Parks and the year also saw the end of the old Hospital/Workhouse. Ardee House became St. Joseph’s Hospital in the care of the Sisters of Mercy. The old hospital was made suitable to house a new Technical School. The decade of the twenties, of course, opened with the War of Independence raging and the price Ardee paid was the deaths of Patrick Tierney and Sean O Carroll. 1923 saw the advent of the Thorne family who set up the Ardee Chair Factory on ground where the Cinema was later to stand. The site having been acquired from the late Joseph Dolan. This industry ushered in a new era for the town for the twenties were to see Malone Tce., Sean O Carroll St., (as it is known to-day) Lamb’s Tce., and O’Dolan Tce built. In 1928 Rev. Bro. Robert and Stephen Lynch were among the founders of St. Mary’s G.F.C. This club, destined to be one of the most famous in the country, grew out of the amalgamation of the “Gaels” and “Independents”. Mr. Matty Campbell, then chairman of Louth Co. Council, presided over the formal inauguration of Ardee’s Water Supply in 1929. The scheme incorporating a reservoir at Funshog with filter beds and a storage tank at Blakestown supplies 40,000 gallons a day. Plans are well advanced to-day for a comprehensive reconstruction of the system to cope with the increasing demand. 


As we noted earlier the decade of the thirties witnessed the beginning of a climb in the urban population total. The Mental Hospital for the County, now known as St. Brigid’s Hospital, was opened in 1933 and there was a big increase in the number of housed built – 1932 St. Patrick’s Tce, (10), 1933 Campbell’s Park (33), Cuchulainn Tce (15), Moore Park (10)and also McCreanor’s Tce and Oliver Tce. In 1936 on the night of 11 th. July (Saturday) a fire caused mortal damage to John McKeever’s electricity generator and blacked out the marquee at the carnival in the Convent grounds. However, John Devitt related to me, with justifiable pride, how, by 3 p.m. on the following day power was restored to the town through hard work and the co-operation of the Chair Factory whose steam generator was pressed into service. Later that year, in September, the local supply was taken over by the E.S.B. In 1939 the present Boys’ Primary School was opened celebrating 50 years of dedication to the town by the De La Salle Brothers.


In 1940 the Bohemian Cinema opened its doors for the first time and for the next 33 years it lived up to its boast of being the “Entertainment Hub of Mid-Louth”. This was the year, also, which saw the Order of Malta come to Ardee. Its first adjutant, the late Harry Thorne was succeeded by the late Vincent Kerley and the members continue to provide a magnificent voluntary service to the area. The forties also saw the opening of the two secondary schools by the De La Salle Brothers and Sisters of Mercy. This was also a time when the now defunct Ardee Dramatic Society staged many enjoyable productions and in 1948 the Dee and Glyde Drainage Scheme was inaugurated with consequent benefit for the community.


1950 is a particularly noteworthy milestone for it saw the opening of the Castleguard Textile Company at Cappock’s Green and which is still the town’s main source of employment with a payroll or 400. The credit for the setting up of this enterprise is generally attributed to the efforts of Mr James Markey and the late Sen. James T. McGee. This year also saw the first houses of the original 112 built in Sl. Breagh. The Choral Society illuminated many winters with glittering shows in the fifties. The centenary of their coming to Ardee was celebrated by the Sisters of Mercy with a new Primary School and a new Maternity Wing to St. Joseph’s Hospital. In 1952 the era of the Ardee Fair on the Fair Green had come to an end with the opening of a modern Livestock Sales Yard by Kieran & McGee auctioneers at Ash Walk.


In 1961 the Sisters of Mercy sent four of their members to open a school in Eau Gallie, Florida, U.S.A. The same year saw the building of new facilities for the De La Salle secondary school. The De La Salle P.P.U. filled the vacuum left by the Choral Society with their team talent competitions from 1961 right through to this year, 1974. St. Joseph’s Hospital became Old People’s Home in 1964, the same year which witnessed the building of the first 12 houses in New Dawson’s Demesne. Two years later 15 more were added to this scheme. Finally in 1973 the short life of the Bohemian Cinema came to an end, a victim no doubt. of Television. This year, 1974, as well as a new church we also witnessed the opening of a large comprehensive school, the Ardee Community School, which took over the work previously done so well by the Boys’ and Girls’ secondary schools and the Technical School. As we write 32 new houses are nearing completion at Hale St., and the Chair Factory after a change of ownership two years ago finally closed this year. Preparations are well in hand however for its re-opening in 1975 as a Toy Factory. An advance factory is in course of erection at Bohernamoe and planning permission has been granted to Wavin Pipes Ltd. who have purchased a site at Hale St.


And so 1974 sees Ardee looking ahead. The town, the general appearance of which was favourably commented on in 1886 was adjudged the best presented in its category in the 1973 Bord Failte sponsored “Tidy Towns” competition. With a new modern church, the latest in educational facilities and new industry in the offing,  Ardee can look back with pride and stride confidently into the future. 
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Ardee


The great Ulster saga "The Táin Bó Cuailgne" tells of Cuchulainn's last combat with Queen Maeve's warrior Ferdia, an event which took place at a river ford. Ardee of Ath Fhirdia is the reputed ford of Ferdia and in later and less heroic times the place continued to be of strategic importance in Ulster's struggles with the South. The Normans were the first to establish a garrison here when the barony of Ardee was granted by King John to Roger de Peppard who had accompanied the king to Ireland in 1185. De Peppard erected a castle probably on the earthwork known as Castleguard and in 1207 founded an Augustinian monastery. A century later Ralph de Peppard established a Carmelite monastery dedicated to the Virgin. This was no sooner built when it was destroyed when during the Bruce Invasion of 1315 the inhabitants of Ardee fled for refuge to the friary church which was then set fire to by Bruce's soldiers. Ardee's historic role during the 15th and 16th centuries was as a mustering place for attacks on Ulster. In the modern period Ardee swapped its military role for a commercial one. A market charter was granted to the town corporation in the 17th century and since then the place has been a thriving business centre. During the 18th century the town was physically dominated by the markethouse, then sited right in the centre of the main street. This building remained in situ until 1810 when the present market square was built.

Ardee Castle: Although reputedly the castle was founded in 1207, most of this building dates to the 15th century. Ardee was of particular strategic importance for mounting attacks from the Pale against the Ulster Irish and the castle accommodated several Lords Deputy during these campaigns. Two such men, Sir John Stanley and the White Earl of Ormonde died here on such expeditions during the 15th century.

Hatch Castle: A good example of the classic Irish towerhouse, probably of 15th century date, perhaps built with aid from the 1426 castle-building grant.

Saint Mary(CofI) : Now largely a 19th century Gothic Revival structure. Inside a plain building whose principal interest lies in the piers and piscina which survive from the  monastery founded by Ralph de Peppard in the 14th century.

Saint Mary, John St.:1829. A very handsome and accomplished design by Newry architect Thomas Duff. Begun immediately after Emancipation and remarkably sophisticated for a small provincial parish. The chancel was added in 1864 to designs by JJ McCarthy.

Ardee House : c1780, now a hospital, formerly seat of the Ruxton family. A good instance of a country gentleman's house of the late Georgian period.

Convent of Mercy: 1857. A fine example of mid-19th century institutional Gothic by Louth County surveyor John Neville. In the tradition of A. Pugin, one of the leading figures of of the Gothic revival in England. Rich interior detail, the church stalls were carved by Brian and Patrick Moonan from Drakestown, who also did the wood carving in the chapel of St. Patrick's College, Maynooth.

(Probably written by Dermot McCreanor, N.T.)

Writers and Bards of the Ardee Area - by James Rafferty (November 1977)

No. 3.-Francis J. Bolton.

Up at Mooretown in the morning, at the old and famous tryst

Still we meet as were our wont in days of yore.

There are many gallant horseman whose faces will be missed

Yet the sport goes on as gaily as before.

You can hear the merry chatter as up the road they clatter

On the joyous hunting day that's well begun

Oh, the sportsman all elate now they wait beside the gate 

In the light of the morning sun.

In the midday up at Footstown when the coverts have been blank

You can hear the language floating on the breeze.

When the horn began to twang e'en the gayest spirit sank

And the hounds went slowly off behind the trees;

Oh, the sad and solemn joy down the road to far Skedog

Thro' the mud "the ploughmen wend their weary way"

Oh, the glittering gay red line that set out so smart and fine

At the bright and brilliant opening of the day.

Up at Skedog in the noontide when the fox darts from the vale

Hounds and horsemen flying after down the slope,

When the chase if in its youth our spirits do not fail,

And fortune seems to favour all our hopes.

Oh, the broad and deep dyked banks that are thinning out the ranks

As the red coats swing away across the plain.

Oh, the earth whose soft embrace takes the boys whose pride of place

Makes them hope to lead the hunt, but all in vain.

Coning homeward in the twilight when the dark grey shadows fall,

And our tired steeds amble slowly all the way

We can hear the clear horn blowing the weary hounds to call

for sport too, like our lives, must end some day.

To the winds cast care and sorrow, go to-day and come to-morrow.

Let us live and die as good men straight and true

And when we're beneath the mould, you who think of days of old

Oh, remember we kept sport alive for you. 

Caption – Picture of car ––Z-5751

This photo was taken by Nick Slevin at an Army sports at Kentstown in July 1944. The driver is Peter Kerr. The car was an Austin 18, 8-seater, owned by James Campbell, Market Square. It was a Hackney Car run partly on Gas to stretch the petrol ration during the war.

The gas was made from charcoal supplied by a refugee Russian (Couriss?)who had settled in Collon and made from laurel wood at New Mellifont. He also taught Russian to English Army people.

We usually started up on petrol and then switched over to gas. It could also run on anthracite for which we got a monthly permit but mostly had to use to top up our monthly ration for the Aga cooker in the hotel kitchen. 

The only Couriss child (a boy) died young. When Mrs Couriss (who had been a lady-in-waiting to the Czarina) died, her husband became a Russian Orthodox Priest.

Sawdust Burner.


This was a very simple stove made of a 5-gallon drum with a small hole in the bottom and a bigger one in the top. The hole in the bottom was just big enough to stick a brush-handle into, around which the sawdust was tightly packed, so that when the handle was pulled out it left a neat funnel up through the sawdust.


The stove was then raised up on a few bricks and a lighted paper placed underneath the small hole so that the sawdust began to smoulder slowly and give off enough heat to boil a kettle of water or a saucepan of potatoes of meat which had been placed over the larger hole on the top. It may sound laughable to you now, but in those “coal-less days” and many a housewife was glad of her “wee tin stove.”


In fact, I knew a man who had a fairy large house at Castletown on the outskirts of the town and he had four of these burners, one in the hallway, one in the kitchen and two in other rooms, which he said kept him in civilised comfort in the depths of a dark winter. 

Paddy Campbell

Ardee Cycling Club.


The photograph of the Ardee Cycling Club was taken at the entrance to St. Joseph’s Hospital, which was then a private house on the Ruxton Estate, on Easter Monday, 1916. They were going to Fairyhouse Races and intended going into Dublin after the races. For some reason they changed their minds and came home direct.


They may have been lucky as Tom Halpenny, John St. (Mrs Tommy Lynch’s Father) and another man who went by train to Dublin that day got caught up in the Rebellion and were missing for two or three days.


There was a hospital attached to the workhouse at that time. When the Free State was established it was decided to close down all the workhouses. Word of the closure came on the grapevine. Dr. Steen, Dr. Moore, Canon Lyons,(or Canon Rogers? Joe Dolan and Mattie Campbell organised an ovcernight move and with horses and carts and ponies and traps all the patients and equipment were moved to St. Joseph’s which was vacant at the time. When official word of the closure came there was no hospital to close.

The man in the middle with the light on his bicycle is James Campbell (Paddy’s father).

Ardee Cycling Club–  Extract from Press.

Ther general meeting of the Ardee C.C. adjourned in consequence of Mr. Cochrane’s (captain’s) mother’s death – was held on 9th inst. There was a large attendance of members and the following officers were elected for the ensuing year.

President:


P.Gannon, Esq.J.P.
Vice President
T. McCann, Esq.

Chairman of Committee
B. Duffy, Esq.

Captain

D.Cochrane.

Vice-Captain


P. Campbell.

Treasurer:

J.Dolan.

Secretaries:
J.Campbell, J. Treacy. F.W.Baldwin., J.R.Gibson and B. Duffy. 

 (Ad. in Democrat – 10th August, 1889)

At 22 shillings per gallon

Joseph M. Johnson

Established A.D. 1770

(Opposite the Post Office)

Can supply

Three Star***

“Old Bushmills”

(Guaranteed)

Pure Malt whiskey

At 22 s per gal; 5s 6d per qrt.

This whiskey obtained the

Gold Medal at the World’s

Fair, Chicago.

Please note address.-(Advt)

((((((((((((((((

In the city of Ardee


In the city of Ardee


There’s a Joint Stock Company


And they’re running there a prosperous Hotel


Entertainment of the best


They provide for every guest


And everyone admits they do it well.


Every night the Board of four


Spends a couple of hours – or more


In a little room convenient to the tap


And the profits they enhance


Any time they get the chance


By fleecing foolish travellers at Nap.


There they play and laugh and sing


And you’d hear the welkim ring


With Tom McCann’s triumphant boisterous laugh


Or the yells of Jemmy Campbell


When for “Nap” he’d make a scramble


Or the chuckle, low but deep, of Tommy Taaffe.


But alas the Law’s harsh measure


Stopped their little game of pleasure


Their enjoyment ends in tragedy and pain


For the Sergeant heard the noise


And he pounced upon the boys


“Oh J----s” says McCann, “we’re caught again”.


So every blessed man


Taaffe, two Campbells and McCann


And Sullivan and Moffat (with his talk)


Were deposited in Quad


Among the lightly fingered Squad


And now they’re picking oakum in Dundalk.

Moral:


Now travellers beware


If you’re ever stopping there


And you’re asked to have a game I’d say “keep off it”


For you’ll merely lose your tin


And besides you’ll get run in


Don’t forget the fate of Sullivan and Moffat.


10/2/1901

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

Ballapousta Church


Ballapousta Chapel of Ease stands in the northern tip of the townland of Drakestown. This church serves as a Chapel of Ease to the present Catholic parish of Ardee. Today it is commonly thought of as such but at a time when a church was first built on this spot, over one hundred and eighty years ago, people had livelier memories of ancient parochial units and they conceived the new church as a successor to the medieval parish churches of Kildemock, Smarmore and Shanlis, and intended to keep the needs in particular of those parishioners. So that is how it came to be dedicated to Saint catherine, virgin and martyr, the Patron of Kildemock.


The present building dates from 1831. It is T-shaped with the transept slightly askew. This was done apparently for the sake of securing perfect alignment of the northern gable with the adjacent mearing. It had a window in good, warm colouring which depicted a number of incidents in the life of David. The style was uncommon in modern Irish churches as it was a reproduction of medieval English iconography. The wihndow was erected by the officers of the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Regiment to the memory of Captain George Taaffe, Smarmore Castle, who died at sea on the 24th March 1861, aged 35 years. The altars in oak would be n ow almost one hundred years old. They were designed by Ballapousta schoolmaster, Joseph Miles and they were beautifully carved by Brian and Patrick Moonan, brothers from Drakestown. They practised their craft in the neighbourhood – Collon, Tenure, Drogheda and Maynooth College Chapel. The high altar especially in the latter was a meritorious piece of work. Relatives of Moonans are still in and around Ardee and other parts of Co. Louth.


The earlier church was in the style of the past-Penal period, that is to say, it was an oblong barnlike structure with thatched roof and no slats. It was built around 1787, which is the date of the lease of the ground for 999 years from the landlord, Nathaniel Manning. Public church building was unlikely previous to the Relief Act of 1778 which first authorised Catholics to take out leases for 999 years.


How the site was chosen and secured was the subject of a story told among the old people. The story, as put together from various sources is as follows.-. A few alternative sites had been offered such as Smarmore by Taaffe and Corcoran by Boylan. Eventually the church was built in Kilpatrick, which was also Boylan’s land. Before Mass was finished the building collapsed, as foretold by a local prophet named Drew, and an unusual strange bird carrying a segment of the debris in its beak, led the people to the present site. Now, a difficult problem of securing a lease of this site from the landlord presented itself. Manning of Drakestown, the landlord, was not only a non-Catholic, but was completely opposed to such an idea. Fr., Philip Levins, the Parish Priest of Ardee, knew now he could mnove Manning to consent. Fr. Levins threatened to bring bqck a troublesome ghost which had been laid to rest shortly before. This threat was sufficient to settle the matter.


The identity of the ghost in question, a lady, is not made quite clear. She was said to have been Manning’s mother or grandmother, or the  mother of the minor Francis George Manning, Nathaniel’s great grandson and the last of the name to live in Drakestown. As her maiden name was Tisdall, it is likely she was the Minor’s grandmother, Margaret Maria Tisdall of Charleville who married Frrancis Manning, son of Nathaniel and may have died in the lifetime of her father-in-law. The ghost had been causing great disturbance in the household, sweeping clothes off the line, snatching cutlery from the table and so on, and Manning in the end had sought the aid of the parish Priest. Fr. Levins arrived with a concourse of peole who had gathered on hearing what 3was to take place. The grandfather of “Sam” Corbally, a man remembered by the older people, ldft his ploughing to carry the Holy Water. Fr. Levins proceeded with the exorcism, addressing the ghost as “Madam” while she curtly called him by his surname. Eventually the spirit was confined within th4e bark of a great asg tree by the avenue leading to Drakestown House, a tree which stood for many years after. Later the ghost was banished to the Red Sea! Drakestown House and lands became the property of  J. C. Kieran, Esq, Ashville, bought by the Land Commission in 1933. The lands were di ided and the house was demolished.


The graveyard was originally a rather narrow strip running along the east transept wall. It was late rextended to the northeast as far as the townland boundary and later spread over the mearing to the northwest. In 1931 it was fruther extended into McGee’s land and mnore recently the late Mrs. T.L.McGee, Kilpatrick, gave a sizable additionl. The Calvary was erected by the late Dr. Lyons, Bishop of Kilmore in 1931. He was Parish Priest of Ardee for 17 years until he succeeded Msgr. Segrave. PP, Drogheda in 1933. The oldest date – 19th April, 1810 – is on the stone of Dr. Charles Waters, Curate and later Parish Priest of Ardee and one of the signatories of the lease in 1787.


The neighbourhood in which the church stands is known as Ballypousta. This name appears in the Ardee parish registers from their commencement in 1763, Its earliest form there is Ballpuste, Ballapuste and Bailapuste. About one hundred and twenty-five years ago it was written Ballypouch and the pronunciation Ballapooch was used just within living memory. Now, however, this has reverted to Ballapoos-cha. All attempts to render the meaning on this name has failed. The correct pronunciation in the writer’s opinion is Bealach a’Phuist.

“Mearing”, pronounced may-ring. This was a ditch/fence marking a certain boundary, e.g. end of one’s property/townland.

Bealach a’Phuist. It straddled the old Slighe Dubh Luachra which linked Tara of the High King with Eamhain Macha, seat of the King of Ulster.

Parish Registers of Baptisms and Marriages

 1763-present

   
(parish archive)

Death Register




             1775-1809

Ballapousta Burial records 
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Ardee Dispensary Minute Book, By Harold O’ Sullivan




Page 5

Townlands of County Louth in AD, 1301 by the Rev. D. Mac Ivor


Page 42

1968

The family of Hatch of Ardee, by the Rev. D. Mac Ivor
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1995 Urban Improvement and the erection of Municipal Buildings in County Louth during the eighteenth and nineteenth Centuries 

P. J. Geraghty









Page 297

1996 The Ruxtons of Ardee 

 William Ruxton









Page 387

Deeside Doings

June

1973
Reflections

October
1973
Cinema

November
1973
Matthew’s Adv

February
1974
Cannons Ardee x 2

April

1974
Cannons Ardee x 2

May 

1974
Cannons Ardee x 2 & Dolan’s Adv

June 

1974
Cannons Ardee

September
1974
Reminiscence - Steen & workhouse

November
1974
Reminiscence, Happy Memories & S King letter

June

1975
DLS

July

1975
DLS & Steen

October 
1976
Steen

November
1976
Steen & J Rafferty

March

1977
Sr Bgd & MA Steen

May

1977
Grotto

August

1977
Steen

September
1977
Steen & chapel field & band

September
1978
McIomhair

October
1978
B’pousta ch



1979
?

October
1980
Millockestown excavation

December
1980
Millockestown excavation

September
1981
Photos

October
1981
Photos

March

1982
Photos

July

1982
1929 photo

September
1982
DLS photo

March

1983
M Murray with J Shevlin at mart

November
1983
Photo car

October
1984
Photo streetscape Irish Street

June

1985
Photos

August

1985
Photos

November
1985
Photos

December
1985
Photos

June

1986
Photos

August

1986
Photos

September
1987
Photos

November
1987
Photos

Ardee

Alphabetical Directory

Abraham, Patrick, land, Ballygowan

Aikins, William, bootm, Hale Street

Baird, Ben, post cars, Castle Street

Bingham, John, land, Tullakeel

Bloomfield, Jeremiah, carowner

Boylan, Patrick, grocer & c., Bridge Street.  Res. – Kilpatrick

Boyle, James, leather dr, Castle Street

Bradley, John, Bridge Street

Breagy, Rev. Owen, C.C.  Res. – Parochial House

Breen, John, grocer & c., Irish Street

Brennan, Mrs., The Castle

Browne, Denis H., agent, Tullakeel

Brunker, Frances (Miss), draper & c., Bridge Street

Burke, P., bootmaker, Market Street

Byrnes, John, bakery, Irish Street

Byrne, John, draper & c., Market Street

Byrne, M.  (Miss), draper & c., Bridge Street

Byrne, Owen, land, Charlestown

Byrne, Patrick, land, Irishtown

Byrne, Peter, land, Shanlis

Byrne, Terence, land, Charlestown

Cahill, Patrick J., McIvers Medical Hall, Castle Street

Callan, Dr. Michael, Castle Street

Callan, Joseph, painter & c., Castle Street

Callan, Patrick, land, Paughanstown

Callan, Philip, land, Shanlis

Callan, Philip (J.P.), Dowdstown

Callan, Thomas, land, Purcellstown

Campbell, James G. S., land, Richarstown

Caraher, Michael, land, Cardistown

Caraher, Owen J., land, Cardistown

Carpenter, Chris. R. O., Castle Street

Carr, Peter, slater, Market Street

Carroll, Andrew, grocer, Castle Street

Carroll, Andrew, land, Lambtown

Carroll, Edward, land, Mullanstown

Carroll, Peter, bootm, Irish Street

Casey, John, land, Townparks

Caulfield, Rd., grocer, Castle Street

Chrystal, William, land, town

Clarke, John, land, Bohernamoe

Clarke, Peter, land, Riverstown

Clarke, Rd., land, Hurlstone

Coleman, Thos. K., land, Bally-trasna House

Conachey, Ptk., draper & c., Castle Street

Conachey, Thos., harness maker, Bridge Street

Connolly, Ptk., land, Bally-trasna

Connor, John, land, Glack

Connor, Michael, victualler, The Row

Convent of Mercy, Dunleer Road

Corrigan, James, emigration agent, Castle Street

Cox, Thos., nailmkr., Ash Walk

Cranston, Wm. R., manager Ulster Bank, Irish Street

Crawley, Jno., land, Artnalevery

Cummins, Ptk., land, Mullanstown

Curran, Geo., provisions, Market Street

Curran, James, land, Ballygowan

Curran, Nich., land, Cookstown

Devin, John, land, Mainstown

Devin, John, bootmaker, Market Street

Dolan, Henry, Castle Street

Dolan, Thomas, grocer & c., Castle Street

Dolan, Thomas, town clerk, Castle Street

Donnelly, Bernard, land, Hunterstown

Donnelly, Ptk., ast. gas manager., Hale Street

Doran, Alex. M., land, Tullakeel house

Doran, William, land, Harristown

Douglas, Geo., tinsmith, Market Street

Douglas, John, tinsmith, Lamb’s le

Douglas, R., tinsmith, Market Street

Dromgoole, B., grocer, Castle Street

Dromgoole, Thomas B., Clerk of Union.  Res. – Castle Street

Drum, Thos., bootmaker, Irish Street

Dubelloy, Louis Racine, watchmaker, Irish Street

Duffy, James, land, Glebe

Duffy, John, borough inspector, Bridge Street

Duffy, M. (Mrs.), hotel proproetor & c.

Duggan, Ptk., bakery, Irish Street

Durnin, Ptk, land, Roodstown

Durnin, Thos., land, Ballybailie

Durnin, Thos., bootmaker, Irish Street

Englishby, Ptk., land, Glack

Erasmus Smith’s School, Dundalk Road

Farley, Thos., plumber, Market Street

Farrell, Jos., schoolmaster, Bridge Street

Fay, John, land, Town

Fay, Owen, bootmaker, John Street

Fay, Philip, land, Stoney Lane

Fedigan, Peter, land, Millocktown

Ferguson, J., bootmaker, Market Street

Filgate, Charles, land, Arthurstown

Filgate, Fitzherbert, Dulargy

Filgate, William De Salis, J.P., Lisrenny

Finnegan, John, land, Arthurstown

Fitzsimons, Patrick, draper & c., Castle Street

Fortescue, Wm. & Jas., victuallers, Castle Street

Fortune, Mrs. Widwife, Irish Street

Foster Memorial, Market Square

French, Joseph, land, Rathgeenan

Gannon, P., grocer, Bridge Street

Gartlan, Hugh, junr., land, Riverstown

Gas Works, Bridge Street

Gillooly, Henry H., bank accountant.  Res. – The Cottage

Gorman, Owen, land, Bohernamoe

Gorman, Thos., land, Bohernamoe

Graham, Jn., bank clerk, Castle Street

Gray, John, land, Gudderstown

Gunnell, William, land, Town

Hagan, James, land, Hurlstone

Hagan, Owen, land, Hurlstone

Hall, Henry, corn mt. & c., Dawson’s Demesne

Halpenny, Bernard, land, Charlestown

Halpenny, James, lime works, John Street

Halpenny, Jospeh, auctioneer, Market Street.  Res. – William Street

Halpenny, M. & Co., millers & c., Steam Mills, William Street

Halpenny, Nicholas, land, Oberstown

Halpenny, Peter, draper & c., Castle Street

Hand, Matthew, land, Barnaveddoge

Halpin, P., bootmaker, New Road

Hann, Owen, grocer, Market Street

Hargrave, John, painter, Irish Street

Harmon, Lr. and Jas., bakery, Market Street

Hatch, Mrs. Mary W., Castle Street

Hawes, James, land, Tullakeek

Hibernian Bank, Castle Street

Hickey, Peter, hotel proprietor & c., Castle Street

Hoey, Edward, land, Roestown

Hughes, Matt, carpentar, Irish Street

Hynes, Wm., tinsmith, Lamb’s Lane

Jennett, Ml., land, Charlestown

Jordan, C., grocer & c., Irish Street

Jordan, James, land, paughanstown

Kearney, Eugene, land, Gudderstown

Keegan, P., blacksmith, Irish Street

Keelan, Bernard, corn merchant & c., Bridge Street

Keelan, Byran, land, Town

Kelley, Geo. D., bank cashier, Castle Street

Kelly, Richard, land Pepperstown

Kennedy, John, grocer, Irish Street

Keogh, John, H.C., R.I.C., Castle Street

Kerley, Laurence, grocer & c., Irish Street

Kieran, Francis Ex-I.R.O., Castle Street

Lawn Tennis Club, Castle Grounds

Lee, John, land, Gudderstown

Lynch, Rd., Carpenter, Castle Street

Lynch, Richard, land, Hunterstown

Lynn, Thos., nail mkr., Hale Street

McAlester, Jas. and sons, coach-builders & c., Market Street

McArdle, Fr., gunsmith, Market Street

McBride, Bernard, merchant’s mgr., Market Street

McCabe, Catherine (Mrs.), grocer, Market Street

McCann, Ml., bakery, Castle Street

McCann, Ptk., land, Charlestown

McCann, Thos., clothier & c., Irish Street

McCartney, Wm., land, Roodstown

McDaniel, Hugh, land, Artnalevery

McDonald, Owen, grocer & c., Bridge Street

McDonnell, M.A. (Miss), Castle Street

McDonnell, Stephen, land, Pepperstown

McEneany, Owen, land, Roestown

McGee, Patrick, grocer & c., Market Street.  Res. – Kilpatrick House

McGee, Thos., land, Roodstown

McGinnis, J., blacksmith, Castle Street

McGinnis, John, grocer, Castle Street

McGivern, Alex, mason, New Road

McGrath, James, grocer, William Street

McIver, T. (Mrs.), earthenware dealer, Castle Street

McKenna, Jas., blacksmith, Irish Street

McLacey, Nicholas, land, Riverstown

McLorman, Henry, bank clerk, Irish Street

McLoughlin, B., master tailor, Market Street

McLoughlin, Peter, land, Silverhill

McLoughlin, Thos., grocer & c., Market Street

McNello, P., grocer & c., Market Street

McQuillen, James, land, Artnalevery

McQuillen, Owen, land, Artnalevery

McQuillen, Patrick, land, Artnalevery

McShane, Anne (Miss), Confectioner & c., Castle Street

Maguinness, Ml., land, Paughanstown

Maguire, Bernard, land, Riverstown

Malone, Jas., mason, John Street

Malone, Thos., egg dealer, Irish Street

Manning, Wm., land, Riverstown

Markey, Ptk, manager Hibernian bank, Castle Street

Markey, Patrick, land, Rogan’s lane

Marry, Patrick, land, Stormanstown

Marry, Peter, land, Stormanstown

Martyn, M.J. (Nicholas Roe), grocer, Irish Street

Mathews, Joseph, land, Mullameelan

Mathews, Ml., blacksmith, John Street

Mathews, Patrick, land, Hacklim

Mathews, Thos., mason, Castle Street

Meade, Peter, land, Cappocksgreen

Methodist Church, Market Street

Milling, Henry (J.P), Shanlis House

Moonan, Patrick, land, Shanlis

Moonan, Patk., P.R.C., Market Street.  Res. - Drakestown

Mooney, Jas., grocer’s mgr., Castle Street

Mooney, John, land, Pepperstown

Mooney, Michael, land, Coole

Moore, Dr. Thos. J. (coroner), Tallanstown Road

Moore, John, Currabeg

Murphy, Thomas, land, Hunterstown

Murray, Ptk., leather mt., Castle Steet

National League Rooms, Market Street

Neary, Owen, land, Cookstown House

Nixon, Rev. Abraham A., Churchtown

Nugent, Michael, land, Mullameelan

Nulty, Jas., grocer, Castle Street

O’Brien, F., blacksmith, Dawson’s Demesne

O’Brien, John, bootmaker, Hale Street

O’Brien, Ml., bootmaker, Castle Street

O’Brien, P., blacksmith, Lamb’s Lane

O’Hara, Patrick, land, Chalestown

Olpherts, Capt. Richard, Red House

O’Loughlin, Bernard, grocer, Market Street

O’Neal, James, land, Gudderstown

Pepper, A., grocer & c., Irish Street

Perdue, Robert, school master, Dundalk Road

Phillips, Peter, land, Mt. Rush

Police Station, Market Street

Protestant Church (C.I.) Market Street

Reay, Henry, corn mt., Irish Street

Reilly, James, land, Hunterstown

Reilly, John, land, Stoney Lane

Reilly, Joseph, P.S.C., Court House

Reilly, Patrick, land, Millockstown

Ritchie, James, Townparks

Roach, Lawrence, land, Mullacloe

Roe, Denis, land, Glack

Roe, James D.I.R.I.C., Tisdale Street

Roe, John, land, Ballybailie

Rogers, Patrick, land, Annaglog

Rogers, Rev. Andrew P.P.  Res. – Parochial House

Rogers, Richard, draper & c., Bridge Street

Rooney, Hugh, land & c., Tullakeel

Rooney, James, land, Charlestown

Rutherford, John, land, Pepperstown

Ruxton, William (J.P.), Ardee House

Sands, Bernard, land, Mapastown

Sandy’s Ellen (Miss), confectioner, Market Street

Segrave, Rev. Ptk., C.C.  Res. – Parochail House

Speers, Ed., land, Shanlis

Spiers, John, post cars, William Street

Stephenson, Rev.  Hans C. Curate, Castle Street

Studdert, Rev. George, rectoe (I.C.), Millocktown

Sweeney, Hugh, land, Ballyabony

Taaffe, Peter, land, Paughanstown

Taaffe, Wm., draper & c., Castle Street

Tierney, John, victualler, Castle Street

Towers, Ed. L., bank teller, Castle Street

Ulster Bank, Irish Street

Union Workhouse, John Street

Ward, James, land, Mt. Rush

Yore, Richard, land, Purcellstown

Kildemock.   (from the notes of Michael Murtagh c.c.)

The medieval walls which you see here once enclosed and protected a parish church.

It was furnished with a stone altar at the East end and its interior was once flooded with the colours which streamed through its panels of  stained glass. It contained all of the necessities of a living church community. The  sacrarium, or funnell which led into the earth and into which the rinsing of the chalice and altar cloths was poured still can be seen carved into the stone wall. In documents from the period we occasionally find the name of some of its priests and details of its income and status.

It was initially dedicated to Saint Diomoc, who was believed to be an early disciple of Saint Patrick. With the coming of the Normans  in the twelfth century the parish was probably supported and built up by their leading men. In 1250  the advowson, or the right to nominate or present a priest for the parish and the right to parish revenue, was made over to the Knights Templars who had a monastery at Kilsaran.  In 1312 the Knights Templar were suppressed and the  rights were given over to The Order of Knights Hospitaller of St John of Jerusalem, now known as the Order of Malta. These may have built up the structure and re-dedicated it to St Catherine of Alexandria. 

This was one of several small medieval parishes which make up the present parish of Ardee and Collon. What we now know as the Ardee portion of the parish is an amalgamation of several parishes. In the registration of clergy in 1704, for example, the parish priest, Peter Dowdall, lived  in Cluide, near to Kilpatrick, or Cludekeick as it was then recorded. He described himself as parish priest of  Ardee, Kildemock, Smarmore, Mapastown, Shanlis, Kilpatrick and Charlestown. Stickilllen parish was registered as part of Dunleer. In 1801 the parish is described as ‘Ardee and Stickillen’ and as late as the 1860’s Ardee parish is still being described as the ‘united parish of Ardee’. 

The picture which emerges from medieval times is one of much religious activity. Alongside the several chuches was the main church in the town on Church Hill, now commonly known as Old St Mary’s. This was suppressed as a place of Catholic worship at the Reformation along with the monasteries in the town. The monastic houses were those of the Crossed or Crutched Friars in John Street and that of the Carmelites, probably at Boat Trench, and the Chantry, behind Old St Mary’s, which housed diocesan priests whose job was to chant Mass for the souls of the deceased at the request of their relatives and patrons. 

Though the town was obviously much smaller then, the countryside would have been populated more densely by the labourers and artisans who were needed by the larger landholders. Each church is relatively small and would have been attended by those who lived within walking distance. Medieval society was very local in that most people rarely moved outside their immediate area during their lifetimes. The technology to build large buildings with a wide span was also not readily available. The priest who ministered to the people would be ‘presented’ to the parish by the local landowner or patron. He would probably have been trained by apprenticeship to an older priest and would have learnt the Latin necessary to administer the sacraments. If he was very fortunate he may have had the opportunity to go to Oxford or to other centres of learning abroad so as to study Philosophy and Theology. He had a duty to preach only four times a year and might have relied on the newer religious orders like the Franciscians and Dominicans to preach to his people.

The parish of Kildemock was a small parish and there was scarcely enough revenue to support a priest so in 1450  it was united to the neighbouring and equally small parish of Kilpatrick. The combined area of the united parish once covered ten townlands: Paughanstown, Roestown, Hacklim, Millockstown, Hunterstown, Annaglog, Rathlust, Kilpatrick, Drakestown and  Blakestown. The reformation of the mid sixteenth century and its aftermath and political implications brought an end to the life of this church and to this union of small medieval parishes. By 1622  a royal visitation  found the church and chancel of Kildemock ‘ruinous’. The church dedication to Saint Catherine passed on  to the parish of Kilpatrick and then to its sucessor chapel at  Ballapousta in 1762 . Among the scattered stones and within the ruined walls of this medieval country church can be heard the echoes of our spiritual past and historical links with our present parish and ways of worship can be recreated.

Primate Dowdall, the last primate of the undivided, post-reformation church probably came from this area. The family were said to have been from Hacklim. A much worn stone in the chapel ruins here is the family burial place of the Dowdall family. Primate Dowdall had been prior of the John Street monastery of Crossed Friars before then.

Windy Candelmas 1715 ( Feb 2nd 1716) Violent storm? West Gable End severed.

CLAJ 1949 End of Kilpatrick 1450

Notes;

Democ a variant of Diarmait  ( Calendar of Aengus  July 8th )

Wright’s Louthiana 1758

1309/10  Adam vicar of Kildemoc and Kilpatrick.

1365 Sweetman to Wm Morice Archdeacon of Armagh Prior at Kilmainham has presented Sir Thos Conlagh to vicarage of Kd

13 06 1370 Sir Thos Condelagh (Connolly) was commissioned by the Abp  to collect from the clergy in the deanery tithes amounting to two tenths of the value of their benefices which had been voted by the prelates of Ireland towards an expedition of Wm of Windsor at the instance of Edw III

1410 Sir William Prout is vicaar and is described as blind and decrepit and Patk O Coyn is appointed his coadjutor and tutor on March 2nd.

1411  June 22  A letter from Sweetman to Masster Wm Porroun? Archdeacon of Armagh directs him to make enquiries about the vicarage of St Catherines Kildemock to which Thos Le Boteler? Prior of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem in Ireland has presented Patk O Coyn priest and the vicarage of Clonkeen to which John Serll Lord of Gilbertstown and Sturmynestown has presented Sir John Prout presbyter.

1411 Sir Patk O Coyn is admitted to the vicarage.  Sep 11.

Leslie Clergy of Armagh p343 1450 Kildemoc united to Kilpatrick by Abp Mey

Place names tell us a lot about the history of an area.  The names which people now choose for their houses and for groups of houses reflect the interests and aspirations of our generation.  Past generations called some of their streets after local landowners or people of importance and in this century many places were named with political or religious associations.

The 19th Century town landscape contained many ‘streets’, ‘lanes’, and ‘courts’ which were usually no more than back street tenements, a far cry from the titles of  ‘lodges’ and ‘downs’ often given to modern developments.  

The changing place names reflect the changing landscape and history of our area. They also reflect the changing mentality of different generations.  Place names like ‘cursed acre’ would never be used nowadays.  There must be a long lost story behind that name. Some of the older town-names include:

Ash Walk  also  Lane and Gate: A street linking the main street and the Kells Road.  Sixteen residences are recorded there in Griffith’s valuation in 1854.

Atrium Dei: An ancient Norman name for Ardee. c. 1280. Translated ‘The hall of God’.  Also rendered in French as Atre Dieu.

Area: A townland around the site of the Cuchulainn’s battle.

(Stubbs CLAJ 1908-11)

Babe’s Lane:   Described as being, ‘west of the modern bridge’.   A site adjacent to the friary (1715)

(CLAJ 1983 p.184)
Back Lane: This is probably the same as Old Chapel Lane.  Many towns had a back lane - i.e. behind the Main Street and the Chapel was often on Back Lane.
(Parish Burial book 1775-1809)

Barn Hill: Part of Tierney Street
(Parish Census 1829 & Steen)

Barrack Lane:  Present Sean O Carroll Street. Named after the site of a police barrack.

Barrett’s Lane: The first stretch of the Kells Road.

Bawn & Durnin’s Yard: Whereabouts unknown at present.
(Parish Census 1829)
Beggars Row:  From the Garda barracks to the Boat Trench.

(Mary-Ann Steen)

Blackridge:  A street off Lamb’s Lane in front of the Market square.

Blind Gate: At the corner opposite the Garda barracks and some distance beyond.

(Mary-Ann Steen)

Bridge Gate:   Town Map reconstruction.  

CLAJ 1984 p.270

Boat Trench: So called because boat drawing turf from the bog to the town were said to dock here.

Burgess End:  Described as being, ‘where Old Chapel Lane curves round to Rogan’s lane also known as Markethouse Lane’.  A Burgess was a town official.  

(Named in a deed 1760).

Castle Street:  Takes its name from the Castle.

Campbell’s Park:   Named after Mr.  Matty Campbell, a former Chairman of  Ardee Town Commissioners.

Church Hill:  The short hill immediate in front of the Church of Ireland.  A common name for the site of the established church in other towns.

Cappock’s Green:  Called after a Cromwellian landowner.  Also Cappock’s Gate. Town Map reconstruction.  CLAJ 1984 p.270

Castle Street:  Takes its name from the castle.
Castle Yard: People obviously lived in the Castle Yard, probably before the jail was built in the mid nineteenth century.
(Stubbs CLAJ 1908-11)

Cloghanvary: Probably around the area of the Cloghan bridge, at the junction of Stoney Land and John Street.

(Burial book 1775-1809)

Child Street:  Part of the Dundalk Road opposite the Church of Ireland school.

Collar Park:  Listed in a deed of 1854 as part of a property in Ardee.

CLAJ 1946 p140 

Bounded on the East by Stoney lane, on the South by Fearnagarth, to the West by Deer Park and to the North by the Shanlis Road.

Colt Street: Present Sean O’Carroll Street

(Irish Genealogist)

Corn Mill:   Named after the corn mills nearby.

Cottage Lane:  Off Boat Trench

(CLAJ 1983 pg 189)

Cuchulainn Terrace:  Built in the 1930’s and called after the legendary hero. 
Dawsons’ Demesne:  Named after a local landowning family.

Debedy Lane:  A road said to have been built with a grant given by Lord Deputy Grey.
De La Salle Crescent:   Named after the De La Salle teaching order and house.
Deer Park:  See Collar Park above.
(Parish Census 1829)

Elem: Variation of Hacklim .  See Ref    C.L.A.J  1958 p.68.
(Parish Burial book 1775-1809)

Hale Street:  Called after the Hale family who used to own the mill now the residence of the Aiken family.

Head Gate: Town Map reconstruction.  CLAJ 1984 p.270

High Lands:    1796  Described as that part of Dawson’s Demesne containing fourteen acres.

High Street:  The  Way: Probably High Street, now Market Street, i.e. the Main Street in the town.
(Register of Octavian De Palatio c.1480 also c. 1779 See CLAJ 1949)

High Mill Park & Low Mill Park:  the site on which the present Convent of Mercy is built.

Horse Mill:   Described as being, ‘west of the modern bridge’. (1715)

Horslane: 1483 Whereabouts unclear.

(CLAJ 1984 p. 272)

Irish Street:  Also Irish Gate.   The street which was immediately outside the town walls and where the native Irish lived.  At the end of Irish Street the town gate called Irish Gate was built.  CLAJ 1984 p.270

Jervis Street:     Said to be properly Gervase Street. Provenance unclear.
John Street:  Named after St John the Baptist, patron of the monastery situated in the area.

Keatings Lane: Whereabouts unknown at present.
(Parish Burial book 1775-1809)

Keith Bridge: Whereabouts unknown at present.  (1605)
(Stubbs CLAJ 1908-11)

Kitchen Garden:  1752 Belonging to the Moore Hall residence.
Kyntony Street: Whereabouts unknown at present. (1485)
(Register of Octavian De Palatio)

Lamb’s Terrace: Probably named after the Lamb family, relatives of Thomas Lamb Mc Gee merchant.

Malone Terrace:  Built in 1920’s.

Market House Lane:  An old name for Lamb’s terrace, called after the Market House building, presently the library.

Mc Creanor’s Terrace:  Recent houses built in 1933. Called after a local family.
Millons Lane: (1760)    Present Jervis Street

(Irish Genealogist)

Moore Hall:  Called after the residence of the Moore family, a landed family based locally at Moore Hall.

Moore Park:  Built in the 1930’s. Called after Dr. Moore.

New Road: It is the present Drogheda Road

(Mary-Ann Steen)

North Street:  Mentioned in a deed in 1779. CLAJ 1949 p.68

O’Dolan Terrace:   Built in the 1920’s.

Old Road: This was the official road to Drogheda by Stoney Lane.

(Mary-Ann Steen)

Oliver Terrace:  Built in 1930’s. Named after the then Blessed Oliver Plunkett.

Pedlar’s Lane: This was at the bottom of Tierney Street towards Dawson’s bridge.
(Mary-Ann Steen)

Pigeon Park:  Mentioned in a deed of 1747.  Described as bounded on the South by the Great Road leading to Ardee, on the West by Moore Hall garden and grove, on the North by the river and on the east by Dawson’s Grove.

Potter’s Fields and Well:  Below Cappock’s Green. Called after a Cromwellian landowner.

Pyllory Hill: Most towns had a pillory or gallows hill where criminals were punished or executed
(Register of Octavian De Palatio (1485)

Railway Street;  Called after the railway.

Rogan’s Lane: An old name for Lamb’s Terrace. The Rogan family, formerly residents there, gave their name to the street.

Sean O Carroll Street:  Named after a local republican martyr.

The High Way: Probably High Street, now Market Street, i.e. the Main Street in the town.
(Register of Octavian De Palatio 1485)

The Priestland: Present Boat Trench.  This may be the area of the former of the Carmelite Friary.  Fr Philip Levins and his curate, Friar John Clinton resided here c.1760.

(Irish Genealogist)

The Sale Park: 1540.  Part of the lands of the suppressed Carmelites

(CLAJ 1983 p 183)

 (The) Shepe Cawsey   (Causeway?)  Mentioned in 1484.     

(Octavian’s  Register 1434 & CLAJ 1984 p.272)

Stoney Lane: Ordnance survey books gives “acre of the curse”.  Cursed acre is given as an address in the parish burial book.

(Stubbs CLAJ 1908-11)

(The) Shambles:  A common name for the butchery area of a town.  Also Shambles Lane. Present site of Shambles night club. The shambles was erected by the corporation in 1795.  The word Shambles comes from an old Latin term for a stool from which goods were sold.

Stangmurrybeg:  Portion of a property subject to a deed in 1669. CLAJ 1949 p.62

Tisdale Street / Winetavernstreet : Present Tierney Street.  Winetavern Street was said to have an association with the wine-making of the Carmelite friars who once lived in Ardee.  Tisdalls were a local land-owning family.  As well as Tisdale Street there is a Tisdale Lane and Tisdale Avenue. Tierney Street was renamed after a local republican martyr.

(Irish Genealogist)

Townparks:  Mentioned in deeds along with Riverstown.

 Self Descriptive.

Saint Vincent’s.
William Street:  Called after William Moore, landowner.

Wood Park: May be part of Ruxton estate.
(Parish Burial book 1775-1809)

Crosslands:  S.W corner of Millockstown

(S Ard 1957 p 396)

Cruiseland:  Part of Stickillen

(S Ard 1957 p 400)

Glebe:  Usually refers to church owned lands. The townland of Glebe comes partially within the town boundary.

Townlands:

Abealeat:  Variant of  Ballybailie

1740 Corn Census.

Acrenemallagth:  Oberstown  CLAJ 1946 p.126 

Probably an Irish language form of Cursed Acre, spelled phonetically. Achadh or acra na mallaith?

(John) Allen’s  Park: Listed in a deed from 1747.

(Widow) Ball’s Park:  Listed in a deed from 1747.

Begg’s Land:  Part of the property of Smarmore parish at the reformation.  c. 1550.

Broadlough  Also known as Greatlough 1728 Deed

(Parish Burial book 1775-1809)

Black Meadows:  South West end of Currabeg.

(Stubbs CLAJ 1908-11)

Black Stick Park:  Noted in a deed from 1766

Ballygowan otherwise known as Gawsland:  Deed 1751
Also known as Shallygown.  Sometimes translated as Smithstown as in Richardson’s map of Ardee 1677.

Bryansfield:  Part of Drakestown

(CLAJ 1949)

Burley Bridge: Over the River Dee on the Ardee-Drumconrath road.

(Stubbs CLAJ 1908-11)   See Richardson’s map. The ford of Passingall.

Castle Guard:  Site of the first Norman castle in Ardee C. 1190

Christians Hill: In the townland of Riverstown.

(Stubbs CLAJ 1908-11)

Cluide: A townland between Kilpatrick and Hurlestone. There are many variations of the name including Cloodeaccagh and Clludechatt (1762)
In the registration of clergy in 1704, the parish priest, Peter Dowdall lived here in Cludekeick as it was then recorded. He described himself as parish priest of  Ardee, Kildemock, Smarmore, Mapastown, Shanlis, Kilpatrick and Charlestown.

Corgah:    Listed near Scogganstown in Corn Census.  Duplicate?

Caldra:  Listed in Corn Census between Mandistown and Mullenstown.

Collenbane: Part of Drakestown

(CLAJ 1949)

Colcar’s Park: Mentioned in a deed in1837.
CLAJ 1949 p.79 
(The ) Commons:  Land formerly held in common by the townspeople.
Coolfour:  Gudderstown area? Corn Census
(Parish Census 1829)

Crockaneoge:

(Parish Burial book 1775-1809)

Crooked Tree Field:  This field is on the Kells Road beside the Mc Cabe residence.

Cross Lands:  1752   Described as bounded on the east by Millockstown, and on the  south by Blakestown and Hunterstown.

Curragbeg:   Sometimes called Anabeg.
Farrenmacthomas:  Townland mentioned in deeds1753 from Smarmore area.  Part of  a townland.  (See Mc Ivor 1949 )

Faranghboy: Part of Drakestown

(CLAJ 1949)
Furry Hill: Whereabouts unknown at present.
(Parish Burial book 1775-1809) 
Knocke Knoicke/ Knockangin/ /Knockricard: A chapel belonging to the priory of St John’s Ardee, Part of Prior’s Park Ardee, 

(Stubbs CLAJ 1908-11)

c/f CLAJ 1946 p 132/3

Lisespin: A mount in Mullanstown

(Stubbs CLAJ 1908-11)

Mile Bush: Whereabouts unknown at present.

(Parish Burial book 1775-1809)

Millers’ Park:  Listed in the Corn Census.

Northfields:  Deed of 1792 CLAJ 1949 p.70

Oldtown (lower and upper): Part of Drakestown

(CLAJ 1949 p 25)

Rathgory, Parkevoy . Stoney Lane also known as  St Georgo’s park or Regaire St Georgo’s.?

ClAJ 1946 p.137

Mentioned together in a deed in 1743 

CLAJ 1946 p131

Spencer’s Hill:   Mentioned with Mullanstown. 

Deed of 1792 CLAJ 1949 p.70

Sandom’s land and House: Mentioned in a deed in1837 as ‘in or near Ardee’.  

CLAJ 1949 p.79

Tubberawuscanny:  The well field in Kilpatrick.
Ruxton’s Rent Roll

In a rent roll of the estate of William Ruxton dating from 1804 the following place names are given:

North Commins



Pound Field




Wyre Park




The Kennell

Castle & barley park

Millar’s Park




Race Park




The Borough

Shrunamacken

The Brickfield 

Hatch’s Field

Mount Park

Park Field

Ruxton’s Island 

Shelly’s Island 

Furry Island

Possessions of St John’s Hospital 1375

The priors park, with the franchises of Ardee, three acres of arable land mearing on the south with the highway and with ye commons on the north.

Two acres of arable land in Knockangin.

Two acres of arable land more or less mearing with ye highway on thesouth, the commons on the north.  A parcell of land called strangnemoght with its appurtenance mearing with Kents lands in the east,  the blackbater on the north and the crocks of the great water on the south.

The park by Bates bridge mearing with the highway on the east and the said bridge on the north.  The whole weare called Curragh wear in this part of the possessions of St John’s in Ardee Co Louth.

Walter de Esselagh, a name which is the preserved in the townland of Hasley in Ardee Parish, 

Knock Courtland Possibly Knock Curlan, a townland near Gudderstown.  There is also a townland called Rock

Bog Murders - female body found on Sunday last in bog of Ardee

(D.Dem Nov. 3rd 1849)

Letters about sale of old church

Letter against the sale of old church


(D.Dem Feb 1984)

Night attendant for Ardee hospital

(D.Ind Feb. 20th 1937)

Proposed new branch line of railway

(Oct. 16th 1882)

Welcome touches new parish priest

(D.Ind Sep. 22nd 1978)

Ardee Bread Supply

(D.Dem Aug. 1898)

Obit of Mary Ann Steen

(April 1986)

Ardee Find

(D.Dem 11th Aug. 1963)

The Diorama in Ardee

(D.Dem 12th Nov. 1983)

Nine skeletons pop up at Ardee

(Argus 11th Aug 1963)

Ardee welcomes president

(D.Dem July 28th 1973)

Cropping a land leagurer’s farm

D.Dem (21st May 1881)

Martinville

Laytown

Co.Meath

Tuesday.

Dear Mr Tenanty

So sorry I could not write to you yesterday so I’ll just jot down a few items. King James slept in the House in that house beside Brian Dunnes the night before the battle of the Boyne. In the early part of the last century the Boys School was in that house where Mr. Kevin Caraher lives a big thatched House then the boys sat on stones. Few boys could afford to attend this school although there was a population of 8000 in Ardee that time the fees were too high 1d per day and a sod of turf.

In about the year 1867 was the last of the May babies procession in Ardee which was a feature of the entry of summer on the 1st of May. The girls all dressed in blue and white march two by two up the town carrying the May  babbie singing “hug a no phena soura a linn” (I cant spell it in Irish). It is we who have brought the summer in up to the bridge and down to the green. (“Hug a mo phena soura linn)

Before Daniel O Connell got emancipation for the Catholics no Catholic Church dare ring a Church bell. The first bell that was rung in the surrounding parishes was in Ardee. The bell was hung on a crossbar between two poles in the channel opposite the church. All the surrounding people of the parishes came to Ardee that Sunday to hear the first bell ringing after all the penal years. There was hardly walking room in the streets with the crowds. The bell began to peal and all the people in the streets fell on their knees, some crying with joy to live to hear the first bell ringing alter the years of persecution. There were strange industries in Ardee up to the middle of the last century. Ritchies had a foundry in McGees lower yard. Mr. Ritchie lived in Hugh McMahons house. They employed a great number of men. They made machinery of the time – ploughs, harrows etc.; gates for fields, gates for mansions, beautiful iron fireplaces all worked out in flower work. The manager was one Will Black, a Scotch man. He had two daughters, one a Catholic and one a Protestant. The foreman was Peter O Brien, a great grandfather of Dermot O Briens. When Will Black died another took over and that ended Ritchies. The townspeople were enraged and had strong views about the new manager. They said he set out to break it up. It must be a century in operation. When it was broken up it was seen in the books that Peter O Brien never missed one half-day in 28 years. Then there was a weaver in Barn Hill where the dryer plant is now. He was a linen weaver and went every week to Drogheda with his wares. (I think walking). This was in the beginning of the last century. Then there was a man who worked in straw. I don’t know what one would call that trade. He made beautiful armchairs just like cane chairs. They were called sugan chairs. Beautiful straw mats that would last a lifetime but beehives were his most work. Then there were the nailers. One where the new credit union stands now. Thomas Lynne. He died April 3rd 1911. His brother Bill lived at the new road also a nailer and Thomas Cox on the Ash Walk. When machine-made nails came into the market that finished the nailers. The chapel in Ballypousta was not the first chapel to be built there. There was a former one and in the course of erection a man called Drew said there never would be a Mass said in that chapel. The priest got very vexed with him but he still continued to say so on the Sunday of the first Mass was said in the new chapel the priest turned around at the last gospel and said “Where is lying Drew now?” and Drew stood up and said “I am here and Mass is not finished yet”. At once there came a cracking in the roof. All the people ran out for their lives and the whole walls caved in roof and all. There was no other site for a chapel except land belonging to Mannings of Drakestown. The House if there still. They refused, would n to give a site for a Romish Church. In the meantime a relative who lived in the House died and the trouble started. Everything knocked about all night. There were two brothers. They gave a party to the local gentry one summer evening and the horses were tied in the stables and the carriages in the yard. The relative flew in the window in the shape of a turkeycock and broke all on the table. Everyone ran for their lives. The horses broke out of the stables and got entangled in the carriages. They had to ask the priest to settle her and he did so in a tree in the avenue. They then gave the site for the present church (Fr. McIvor knew this also). This is all I can write for the present. A lot of rubbish you will say. I am so sorry I could not write sooner but I am staying here with Mr. Eustace (Dr. Eustace’s mother) and there are so many visitors calling that I could not get down to write any sooner. Can you read it at all?

I have lots more to say if I had time. There were four pawn offices in Ardee at one time not all at once, but two at one time and two at another. I am sorry I have not time to tell you the location of each. There might be more things more suitable for telling if I had time to think..

Mary A. Steen.

Old Place Names in Ardee

To start at the top of the town at the crossroads – Drogheda Rd., John St., William St. and Bridge St

I heard the late Canon Rogers say that John St. got its name from the Monastery of St. John which was probably located on the site of the Old Church. Then William St. – so called because William Moore, who owned all the property around lived there. Then Hale St– this needs a little explanation:– The late Mrs Joseph Dolan recorded thatnamiver Cromwell divided some of the lands of Ardee among whom must have been his most gallant officers. On this side of the river he divided the lands between the Hales, the Cappogs and the Potters. On the other side of the river he divided the lands between the Banks and the Balls. Strange to say there is not a road or any townland called after the latter but some of the manes still remain. Hale St after the Hales who lived in Greenvale. Cappogsgreen after the Cappogs (it was spelled then with a K instead of a C) and below Cappogsgreen there are the Potters fields and Potters well which supplplied water to the locality until the rivers were lowered when the beautiful scenic Waterfall on the Dee at Bridge St was taken away (this should never have been allowed). The Bridge St brings its name with it.


Then the next crossroads at Mr. Muldoon’s – Bridge st, Boat Trench, Castle St and Tierney St. The boat Trench was so named because up until 100/200 years ago there was no road through the bog and the turf came in in boats and was disembarked at the bottom of Mr. Barney Harlin’s garden and Mrs. Farrell’s garden and people went up to collect their turf there. Then Castle St. brings its name with it. Then Tierney St. This street had many names. In the 13th or 14th centuries the big stone cross now standing outside the Protestant Church stood in the middle of Mr. Muldoon’s yard and there was a Monastery of Monks in Ardee who made tonic wine like the Buckfast Tonic Wine of the present day. The monks sold their wine around the cross and so the street was called Wine Tavern St. (I have this from Mr. James Rafferty, Sl. Breagh) When the Monastery was suppressed the yard became the shambles. All the butchers stalls were erected there. The most famous stall was owned by the Fortescues – supposed to sell the most prime meat and patronised by the elite. There was James Fortescue and his brother William. There were other stalls – next best being owned by Butcher Byrne, and ancestor of the McMullan’s of Campbell Park. Then the Street was called Shambles Lane. I just remember seeing a very old letter coming from Canada addressed to Mr. Philip Duffy, Shambles Lane, Ardee. All through the last century it was called Tisdale Street. At this time there never was a butchers shop in Ardee. The first butchers shop was built by Willie Fortescue, that is the shop now owned by Mr. Thomas Lynch.


Then we come to another cross roads – Castle St. brings its name with it. The Ash Walk was the same name from time immemorial. Sean O’Carroll St. was always Lamb’s Lane in olden times. For the whole time of the last century and before, it was called Barrack Lane because the police lived in the Barracks where now Mr. Ted Murray has his shop. Then when the Railway came it became Railway Street and now Sean O’Carroll Street, because Sean O’Carroll was shot there. Then there is Lamb’s Terrace opposite Market Square. In the olden times it was Rogan’s Lane. Then the Market House Lane and now its present name.


The Drogheda Road wasn’t so called until Sl. Breagh was built. It was the New Road because until about 100/150 years ago there was no road at all. There were a few little houses, six or seven built up from the edge of the town. The official road to Drogheda was the Old Road (now I believe Stoney Lane). It is the road in John Street opposite the Cloghan Bridge. All the area around the Cloghan Bridge, the old Workhouse and for a considerable distance beyond it was called Area. Then there is Jervis Street. At the corner opposite the Police Barracks and Mrs. Thornes and for considerable distance beyond it was always known as the Blind Gate. In the 13th or 14th century there was, I think, six gates on the Town to collect the tolls or turnpike gates. Everyone had to pay a toll at these gates from whatever direction they came. There is only a very little bit of these gates standing still. The Red Gate going down to the Textile Factory – I heard there is a plaque on it saying what it is. (I never saw it). I don’t know why the gate opposite the Barrack was called the Blind Gate. In the Parish Register all the marriages and births are registered as the Blind Gate fron those who resided for a good bit around there. From the Barracks to the Boat Trench, by Guard Dunlea’s house, was always known as “The Beggars Row”. At the bottom of Tierney Street turn right for Dawson’s Bridge and that is the Peadlers Lane. Peadlers must have lived there hundreds of years ago. 

Historical Snippets re Ardee

King James slept in the house beside Brian Dunnes the night before the battle of the Boyne. (When this article was originally penned the Dunne family lived in the Short Cut.)

In the early part of the last century the Boys’ School was in a big thatched house. The boys sat on stones. Although there was a population of 8,000 in Ardee at that time few boys could afford to attend this school because the fees were too high, 1d per day and a sod of turf. (1d = a little less than ( p)

In about the year 1867 was the last of the May babies procession in Ardee which was a feature of the entry of summer on the 1st of May. The girls, all dressed in blue and white, marched two by two up the town carrying the May Babbie and singing “Thugamar féin an Samradh linn”, (“It is we who have brought the summer in.”) up to the bridge and down to the green.

Before Daniel O’Connell got Emancipation for the Catholics, no Catholic Church dare ring a Church bell. The first bell that was rung in the surrounding parishes was in Ardee. The bell was hung on a crossbar between two poles in the channel opposite the Church. All the people of the surrounding parishes came to Ardee that Sunday to hear the first bell ringing after all the penal years. There was hardly walking room in the street with the crowds. The bell began to peal and all the people in the street fell on their knees, some crying with joy having lived to hear the first bell ringing after the years of persecution. 

There were strange industries in Ardee up to the middle of the last century. Ritchies had a foundry in McGee’s lower yard. Mr. Ritchie lived in Hugh McMahon’s house. They employed a great number of men. They made machinery of the time – ploughs, harrows etc., gates for fields and gates for mansions, and beautiful iron fire-places all worked out in flower-work. The Manager was one Will Black, a Scotch man. He had two daughters, one a Catholic and one a Protestant. The Foreman was Peter O’Brien, a great-grandfather of Dermot O’Briens. 

When Will Black died another took over and that ended Ritchie’s. The townspeople were enraged and had strong views about the new manager. They said he set out to break it up. It must be a century in operation. When it was broken up it was seen in the books that Peter O’Brien never missed one half-day in 28 years.

There was a weaver in Barn Hill where the dryer plant is now. He was a linen weaver and went every week to Drogheda with his wares. (I think walking). This was in the beginning of the last century. 

There was a man who worked in straw – I don’t know what one would call that trade. He made beautiful arm chairs, just like cane chairs, – they were called sugán chairs, and beautiful straw mats that would last a lifetime. But bee-hives formed the major part of his work. 

Then there were the nailers – one where the new Credit Union stands now, Thomas Lynn. He died on 3rd April 1911. His brother, Bill, lived at the new road, also a nailer and Thomas Cox on the Ash Walk. When machine-made nails came on the market that finished the nailers. 

The chapel in Ballapousta was not the first chapel to be built there. There was a former one and in the course of erection a man called Drew said there never would be a Mass said in that chapel. The priest got very vexed with him but he still continued to say so. On the Sunday of the first Mass in the new chapel the priest turned around at the last gospel and said “Where is lying Drew now” and Drew stood up and said “I am here and Mass is not finished yet.” At once there come a cracking in the roof. All the people ran out for their lives and the whole walls caved in, roof and all. There was no other site for a chapel except land belonging to Mannings of Drakestown. The house is there still. They refused, would not give a site for a Romish Church. In the meantime a relative who lived in the house died and the trouble started. Everything knocked about all night. There were two brothers. They gave a party to the local gentry one summer evening. The horses were tied in the stables and the carriages in the yard. The (dead) relative flew in the window in the shape of a turkey cock and broke everything on the table. Everyone ran for their lives. The horses broke out of the stables and got entangled in the carriages. The priest had to be asked to “settle” her and he did so in a tree in the avenue. They than gave the site for the present church. (Fr. McIvor knows about this also)

There were four pawn-offices in Ardee at one time, not all at once, but two at one time and two at another. 

Education in Ardee Over the Years

by Mary Anne Steen.


In the 1700’s, no Catholic school was allowed in Ireland, neither dare a Catholic teacher teach in his own house – hence the “Hedge Schoolmasters” The latter got their name because they taught the pupils in the shade of the hedge in summer. In winter a farmer lent his barn.


These Hedge Schoolmasters must have been taught in England themselves as I don’t know where they could get tuition in this country in those times. Every master had three or four districts. He would stay about three or four months in one, then move on to the next, giving the children homework to do in his absence. When he completed the last district, he returned until he came to the first one again. 


Some time, about the beginning of the last century, the Penal Laws were relaxed enough to allow a Master to teach in his own house. One of the first of those Masters was a man who set up school in a big thatched house exactly where Mr. Kevin Caraher lives.


This Master was known by the extraordinary nickname of “The Big Fish” (Sorry, I never asked his right name). The fee was one penny
 (old money) per day and a sod of turf or five pence per week. For the poor, even this modest sum was out of the question. Even small farmers had to work from dawn to dark and had their children doing farming chores as soon as they were able to walk. This was to try to pay the exorbitant rent demanded by the rack-renting landlords. This was before Parnell and the Land League.


Gauging by my Grandfather, “The Big Fish” must have been a very skilled teacher. 
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(The last sentence above prompts the quotation from Oliver Goldsmith’s “The Village Schoolmaster” –– And still they waxed and still the wonder grew, 



That one small head could carry all he knew.)

St. Patrick’s Day Parade


It is with a feeling of nostalgia that I recall the St. Patrick’s Day parades of yesteryear. To my childish mind and eyes there never was such marvellous spectacle witnessed before in any part of the world. First came the big flag mounted on a 3 ft. 6 ins. square wooden frame. The flag depicted Owen Roe O’Neill at the battle of Benburb. At the four corners of the frame were handles which were carried by four men. Then came the band. Then came the Foresters. Maybe the young of today are asking “What were they?” There never was a time that I don’t remember the Foresters (maybe they started before I was born). When they were first started Mr. John Tierney of Tierney St. (then Tisdale St.) was unanimously voted President which automatically made him Chief Ranger. As such he had to wear the Chief Ranger’s hat, which was a black felt hat with a big white ostrich plume around one side. I believe it took much persuasion to get him to wear it at first, but he was Chief Ranger and there was no getting out of it and anyway I suppose everyone gets used to things in life.


Now, as I said, after the band came the Foresters with Mr. Bernard Matthews late of Dundalk Rd. (But born and reared in the house now occupied by Mr. Alfie Duggan. The Matthews family were there for generations). Now Bernard walked before the Foresters carrying the Staff. The Foresters were about 40 or 50 strong, all wearing their sashes of green, silk-edged with gold. These came down over the left shoulders and tied in a big bow at the right hip. Mr Tierney was a very fine man and with the Chief Ranger’s hat and sash made an imposing figure. He fulfilled the role perfectly, keeping his men in line and marshalled them with great dignity.


After the Rangers came the men’s Sacred Heart Sodality. In those days the women had their Sodality Communion on the first Sunday of every month and their meeting on the same evening with rosary, sermon and benediction. The Men’s Sodality was on the second Sunday of the month and followed the same pattern. The sodalities were divided into guilds. Each guild comprised three or four seats in the church and had its own banner which was held in place with brass rings in the last seat. 

M. A. Steen

Lighting in Ardee Over the Years


I suppose the young people of today think the streets and homes of Ardee were always lighted as they are now. I am not referring to the time of St. Patrick or Brian Boru, but to the first years of the last century. At that time there were no lights on the streets at all. In the homes there was no electricity, gas, oil or even candles – what then? – rush lights.


The man who made the rush lights was Johnny Byrne. It was he who dipped the rushes in resin (Johnny the Dip). He lived in a most peculiar house in Bridge St. If one would take the trouble to look at Mr. Alfie Byrne’s house, it can be seen that the two windows (top and bottom) next to Mr. Brian Dunne’s shop are not on a straight line with Mr. Byrne’s house but on a slight angle facing north. That was once a distinct house. The bottom window was the door, and that is where Johnny the Dip lived. He had four children. The two girls opened a drapery shop now owned by Mr Jimmy Malone, and the two boys went to America where one of them, John, got to be Lord Mayor of a big city.


After the rush lights in the home came the tallow candles. They were not too satisfactory as they had to be snuffed at intervals with a snuffer as a big blob would come on top of the wick.


Then came the candles as we know them, then the paraffin lamps which were thought to be terribly dangerous. The gas came in about 1840. The gas works were in the yard of Mrs McArdle’s house at the foot of the bridge. Many people alive today remember the huge black cylinder which made the gas. I remember the gas lamp lighter with the ladder on his shoulders lighting the gas. He put out the light at 12 o’clock and when coming home between half-twelve and one (the dead of the night) every ghost story began with the lamp lighter. (Where are all the ghosts gone to?)


The first electricity was generated by the late John W. McKeever in the steam mill in William St., I’d say about 1912. The streets were lighted by electricity on 1st September 1914.


(Mr. Dunne’s shop is now the Acupuncture Clinic. Mrs McArdle’s house is now 


“The Chinese Take-Away”)

Lent Long Ago


We were told long ago that the road to heaven was very narrow, and broad was the road that led to destruction. Now with all the changes in the Church and everything made so easy for us, perhaps the road to heaven is changed too(maybe a bit wider). I did not hear the regulations for the coming Lent yet, but if they are anything like the previous ones of the last year or two, a stroke might be almost drawn through the word Lent.


In the olden times, and indeed not so olden, the trgulations laid down Ash Wednesday and Good Friday as black fast days. That meant only black tea, no sugar or milk, a few slices of dry bread for breakfast and supper and a fish dinner. Every Wednesday and Friday were Days of Abstinence. Everyone over the age of 21 and under 65 years of age were bound to fast every day, that was – one full meal and two collations.


No dances and above all no weddings were allowed during Lent. A very odd time a couple might be marrid for very grave reasons, perhaps because they were going to America and wanted to marry before they went. No matter for what reason, if any calamity or misfortune befell their descendants it would be whispered “What else would you expect and their grandparents married in Lent!”


The Herring men did well in Lent. While there was always a stall of white fish on the street, herrings were the most popular. People grumbled as to how the h erring men put up their prices in Lent, a shilling (5p) for one dozen of herrings. In the summer they would sell for half that price. The herring men had a most peculiar way os shouting their hish for sale. Instead of shouting “fresh fish” or something like that, the shout would be “three more again, three more again” and then in a much more modulated voice “three more again”, that was when someone was buying. Then the shouting went on again and could be heard a quarter of a mile away. Changed times! Where are the herring men gone?


As cheap as the herrings were, now every house of the poor labouring classes could afford them. The wages per week were seven shillings (35p). When rent, fire and clothes were bought out of this the herring had to be substituted by “hot gob” this was very hot water put on the plate, well seasoned with salt and pepper. The potatoes were put on the plate sliced and dipped in what might be called “the solution”


Only for the women tatting, and that was almost all of the poor classes, the people would have died of starvation. A good tatter could earn a fair week’s wages but everyone was not an expert but they still helped out. We hear now about the Third World but there was a third world here at home, especially in the last century.


Editor’s Note: “Tatting” was a form of crochet or lace-making and I remember the late Nicholas Callan, of RailwayTce. (Formerly of Shanlis) reminiscing about coming into Ardee through John St. And the women-folk sitting on the doorsteps tatting –and keeping in touch with all the local news. 

Down Memory Lane

Do you remember when electricity was generated at the late John William McKeever’s (off Moore Hall). That was before Ardee was linked up with the E.S.B. supply. The Power House was destroyed by fire in July 1936

The first aeroplane to touch down in Ardee crash-landed at Rahanna in the year 1920. It was a British Air Force plane. The pilot, who was the sole occupant, was slightly injured. The second plane, which was on a pleasure trip, landed in one of McKeever’s fields at Stickillen. In both instances, crowds flocked to the area, as it was something of a rare event for Ardonians. A few years ago a helicopter landed at the Golf Links to pick up a passenger – it had taken off again before a large crowd reached the area.

The first “loudspeaker” radio to be heard by many people at the same time was at the residence of the late Oliver Hale. An extension speaker was suspended from a tree on the lawn for all to hear voices and music from foreign parts. Before that time one had to use ear-phones to hear a radio broadcast.

The present residence of Dr. McCarthy was the site of the old Post Office, while the site of the present P.O was formerly a Licensed premises, run by the late Matt Sands. The site on which Alfie Matthew’s house stands was formerly a Joinery Shop, run by the late Hughes Bros., who specialised in the making of cart wheels. Meehan’s Garage is built on the site of the old R.I.C. Barracks. The Carpenter family now occupy the former Garda Barracks at Irish St.

Before the age of amplification as we know it today, dance band vocalists used a cone-shaped gadget to “throw” their voices. One can only wonder how famous some of today’s so-called singing stars would be if they had to depend on their own power to project their voices as well as their images

Excerpt from Letter written by Mary A. Steen.

King James slept in the house beside Brian Dunnes the night before the battle of the Boyne. (When this article was originally penned the Dunne family lived in the Short Cut.)

In the early part of the last century the Boys’ School was in a big thatched house. The boys sat on stones. Although there was a population of 8,000 in Ardee at that time few boys could afford to attend this school because the fees were too high, 1d per day and a sod of turf. (1d = a little less than ( p)

In about the year 1867 was the last of the May babies procession in Ardee which was a feature of the entry of summer on the 1st of May. The girls, all dressed in blue and white, marched two by two up the town carrying the May Babbie and singing “Thugamar féin an Samradh linn”, (“It is we who have brought the summer in.”) up to the bridge and down to the green.

Before Daniel O’Connell got Emancipation for the Catholics, no Catholic Church dare ring a Church bell. The first bell that was rung in the surrounding parishes was in Ardee. The bell was hung on a crossbar between two poles in the channel opposite the Church. All the people of the surrounding parishes came to Ardee that Sunday to hear the first bell ringing after all the penal years. There was hardly walking room in the street with the crowds. The bell began to peal and all the people in the street fell on their knees, some crying with joy having lived to hear the first bell ringing after the years of persecution. 

There were strange industries in Ardee up to the middle of the last century. Ritchies had a foundry in McGee’s lower yard. Mr. Ritchie lived in Hugh McMahon’s house. They employed a great number of men. They made machinery of the time – ploughs, harrows etc., gates for fields and gates for mansions, and beautiful iron fire-places all worked out in flower-work. The Manager was one Will Black, a Scotch man. He had two daughters, one a Catholic and one a Protestant. The Foreman was Peter O’Brien, a great-grandfather of Dermot O’Briens. 

When Will Black died another took over and that ended Ritchie’s. The townspeople were enraged and had strong views about the new manager. They said he set out to break it up. It must be a century in operation. When it was broken up it was seen in the books that Peter O’Brien never missed one half-day in 28 years.

There was a weaver in Barn Hill where the dryer plant is now. He was a linen weaver and went every week to Drogheda with his wares. (I think walking). This was in the beginning of the last century. 

There was a man who worked in straw – I don’t know what one would call that trade. He made beautiful arm chairs, just like cane chairs, – they were called sugán chairs, and beautiful straw mats that would last a lifetime. But bee-hives formed the major part of his work. 

Then there were the nailers – one where the new Credit Union stands now, Thomas Lynn. He died on 3rd April 1911. His brother, Bill, lived at the new road, also a nailer and Thomas Cox on the Ash Walk. When machine-made nails came on the market that finished the nailers. 

The chapel in Ballapousta was not the first chapel to be built there. There was a former one and in the course of erection a man called Drew said there never would be a Mass said in that chapel. The priest got very vexed with him but he still continued to say so. On the Sunday of the first Mass in the new chapel the priest turned around at the last gospel and said “Where is lying Drew now” and Drew stood up and said “I am here and Mass is not finished yet.” At once there come a cracking in the roof. All the people ran out for their lives and the whole walls caved in, roof and all. There was no other site for a chapel except land belonging to Mannings of Drakestown. The house is there still. They refused, would not give a site for a Romish Church. In the meantime a relative who lived in the house died and the trouble started. Everything knocked about all night. There were two brothers. They gave a party to the local gentry one summer evening. The horses were tied in the stables and the carriages in the yard. The (dead) relative flew in the window in the shape of a turkey cock and broke everything on the table. Everyone ran for their lives. The horses broke out of the stables and got entangled in the carriages. The priest had to be asked to “settle” her and he did so in a tree in the avenue. They than gave the site for the present church. (Fr. McIvor knows about this also)

There were four pawn-offices in Ardee at one time, not all at once, but two at one time and two at another. 

Reflections. (July 1975)


The last issue of the “Deeside” made sad reading – The leaving of the Brothers


When the Brothers first came to Ardee it was to Mr. Thorne’s house in Tierney Street (then Tisdale Street), and there they resided for I might say a life-time. My mother was a young girl when the  Brothers first came and she often told me the excitement that prevailed in the town when it became known that the “Christian Brethren” as the old people called them were coming.


The residents of Tierney Street seemed for more familiar with the Brothers than those living in other parts of the town. They were on a line with the Street, and every one in the Street knew every Brother and every Brother knew the people, they were like neighbours. I cannot remember if the name of Brother Pius was mentioned. He must have the longest stay of any Brother in the town. I hope it is not out of place to tell a little amusing story about his. I cannot tell it exactly as he loved to tell it himself, but this is the gist of it. The evening the Brothers arrived beck for the re-opening of the school after their meal they were all in the dining room. Brother Pius made some excuse to go down the garden, after a while the great noise started upstairs. A Brother went up to investigate and on opening the door he saw a burglar with an old hat pulled down over his head and an old tattered coat and muffler and a revolver in his right hand. He ran down, and the story went something like this. The Brothers came up the stairs and had a consultation. It was decided to send for the Police (no guards then). Then the door opened and the burglar said something like “you old cowards, afraid of a toy gun” and there stood Brother Pius with the old clothes off. The neighbours in Tierney Street were very sorry when the Brothers went to their new house.

Now for some little items of interest:


Since the beginning of time there never was a trained maternity nurse in Ardee (or any other part of Ireland) until a trained Government-Paid nurse came in the person of Nurse Kate Fairchild. Nurse Fairchild was a native of Navan, and lived all her life in the house now occupied by Mr. Johnny Roe, next to Mr. Brian Muldoons. I don’t know what year Nurse Fairchild came but I only know the very first baby she held in her arms was Mrs. McKenny (Senior) on the Church Hill. Before the coming of the trained nurse there were often deaths.

Another item of Interest:


When the British conquered Hong Kong from the Chinese, the commanding Officer looked around to select a man to hoist the Union Jack on the walls of Hong Kong and his selection fell on an Ardee man, Pat Leavy (an uncle of Mr. Paul Manning of Malone Tce.). When he had the flag in position he started and sang the Rose of Tralee to the delight of the regiment. He was enlisted in a 

British Regiment as were hundreds of Irishmen of his time – there was nothing else for them at home.




 Mary Ann Steen.

Vere Foster Memorial Fund

A Man Forgotten?

Vere Foster –––––– 1819 – 1900


To the younger generation the name of Vere Foster probably means nothing; to the older generation it calls up memories of their earliest efforts in the art of writing from Vere Foster copy-books, but Vere Foster has far greater claim to be remembered by Irish men and women, North and South, and by many American citizens.


He has indeed been described as “One of the most remarkable men in all Ireland, in all history”. What did he do to merit this description?


Firstly, at the time of the terrible Irish potato famine he abandoned a promising career in the Diplomatic Service to come to the aid of his suffering fellow-countrymen. He realised there was not sufficient work or food in Ireland for the starving people, and he believed the only answer to the problem was emigration. Many Irish men and women had already emigrated to America but many more could not afford the fares. Vere Foster proceeded to provide these from his own pocket for many who might otherwise have perished from starvation as others had already done. Not satisfied with providing the fares he travelled steerage with the emigrants and by this means discovered the appalling conditions on the emigrant ships, later to be known as the notorious “Coffin Ships”. His diary, which was produced in Parliament, so shocked both sides of the House that it led to legislation which protected the interests of the emigrants.


He shared the hardships of the wretched passengers, protesting in vain to the Captain against their exploitation and brutal treatment.


He contracted an illness on one of these voyages which seriously affected his health and eyesight, but, undeterred, he travelled through America and Canada in search of work for his poor people, and it is interesting to note that he placed two of them in the household of Abraham Lincoln, later to become so famous.


Returning to Ireland he interested himself in education. Today when we see the splendid schools provided by the Ministries of Education it is hard to realise the condition of the Irish school buildings of his day, many of which had inadequate lighting, earthen floors, and leaking thatched roofs. Vere Foster did not wait for the Government to act, but at his own expense remedied these defects in no less than two thousand schools. His aim was, as he said himself, to have suitable school buildings in all poor districts in every county in Ireland.


He sacrificed his large private fortune to this object and augmented it by adding the profits from the publication of his world-famous copy-books. Lord Palmerstown was said to have been his inspiration regarding the copy-books as he had impressed upon Foster as a young man that a legible hand was the key to many good positions, and the publication of the copy-books was undertaken by Vere Foster solely in the interests of his fellow-countrymen. He was amongst the original promoters of the Belfast School of Art and in addition to a donation of twenty pounds and an annual subscription, he guaranteed the headmaster’s salary for a number of years.


He next turned his attention to the conditions under which the school-teachers suffered, and having ascertained that their average pay was only one-third of that obtaining in England, he set about trying to remedy those conditions. He supported the foundation of the Irish National Teachers’ Organisation and as its first President did much to ensure that teachers received improved remuneration. The members of this organisation have recorded their gratitude by erecting a plaque to his memory on the house in Belfast where he lived, and by publishing a pamphlet with an account of his life and work.


He spent his latter years in Belfast and was actively associated with the Royal Victoria Hospital and, apart from his own generous subscriptions, he personally undertook a house-to-house collection for its funds.


Always sympathetic towards those wishing to improve their education, he did not hesitate to bear the expense of putting several young students through Queen’s College, now Queen’s University, Belfast.


Is it fitting that this great and generous Irishman should not be adequately commemorated?


We should like to appeal especially to those who learned to write from his copy-books, to all those whose children are now educated under such good modern conditions, to university students who enjoy Government grants and to the descendants of those whom he saved from starvation, to help us by sending a subscription, large or small, to the fund we are endeavouring to raise to be used to commemorate in a fitting manner this great Irishman.

Vere Foster Memorial Fund Patrons:

Alderman Stephen Barrett (Lord Mayor of Cork)

Rt. Hon. Lord Black

councillor Maurice E. Dockrell, T.D. (Lord Mayor of dublin)

St. John Ervine, Esq., LL.D., D.Litt.

sir Ronald Gould, M.A., Hon. F.E.I.S.

Dr. P. J. Hillery, T.D. (Minister of Education, Republic of Ireland)

Lord James of Rusholme, M.A.., D.PHIL., LL.D

Alderman R.G.C. Kinahan (Lord Mayor of Belfast)

Rt. Hon. W.M.May, F.C.A., M.P. (Minister of Education, N. Ireland)

Mrs. Dorothy E.C. Vere May (née Foster)

Lord Moyne, M.A., F.R.S.L

Cyril A Nicholson, Esq., Q.C., D.L.

Dr. T.J.O’Connell, Hon. F.E.I.S.

Senator Prof. W.B. Stanford, M.A. LITT.D. F.T.C.D.
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Miss Florence Davidson
Miss E.F.K McCormick, M.B.E.




Miss Jennifer Davidson
Miss M.A. McNeill, M.A.
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A Decade of Memorials

(Co Louth Archaeological and Historical Journal)


In May 1869 the Town Commissioners granted permission for the Louth Farming Society to hold its annual show in the market square in August of the following year. This show, which was held in the square on a number of previous occasions, was completed in time for the town to see one of the most significant events to be held in the market square; the unveiling of a memorial to Sir Frederick Foster, Bart, on Tuesday, 3rd Sept 1861. The event was subsequently described in the Dundalk Democrat:


The tenantry of the late Sir Frederick Foster, one of the best landlords that ever existed, have erected a monument to honour his memor, in the market square of Ardee. It consists of a water fountain, surmounted by a statue of colossal proportions, and both were erected on Tuesday last, in the presence of a large number of tenantry, and Mr. T.W.Filgate, the best land agent in Louth. Never was a testimonial to honesty and worth better deserved. Sir Frederick was a paternal landlord in the truest sense of the word; and the feeling that was displayed by a grateful and spirited tenantry should sink deep into the hearts of the landlords of Ireland, and teach them to practise the lesson it teaches. This handsome monument was designed by Mr. John Murray, Dundalk, to whose taste it does great credit. The statue, an excellent likeness of the original, is of Portland stone, and is the work of a talented Dublin artist, Mr. T. Farrell

The fountain was constructed of granite by Messers Hammond of Sheephouse, Drogheda, and was of the following proportions:”...height of pedestal 14 feet; height of statue 8 feet; cost of the whole £500”. The waterworks were erected by James Nugent from Drogheda. These waterworks did not appear to have given satisfactory service from the time of their installation as Bassett has pointed out:


In the middle of Market Square there is a fountain surmounted by a statue of Sir Frederick George Foster, Bart. It was erected by the tenants of the Foster estate in 1861 as a mark of respect to the memory of their landlord. The statue still continues in good condition, but the fountain from the first failed to serve the purpose intended by its presence in the Market Place.

Sir Fredereick Foster was a highly respected and well-liked philantrophist. McNeill has described his as:

....adored by his father, this exceedingly attractive young man graduated from Trinity College, Cambridge in 1837 and immediately entered the diplomatic service

...Possessed of great personal charm and social expertise as well as a strong sense of duty, there was, alas, in this young man a strange, crippling lack of self-confidence that encouraged too much introspection and self-criticism.

Sir Frederick died after a very short illness, in his mother’s home at Wimbledon, England, on 27th Dec 1857.


Both Frederick and his younger brother Vere were tireless in their efforts to help the poor and disadvantaged. In two years alone Frederick and Vere spent in excess of £10,000 on famine relief. On Frederick’s death Vere continued their work particularly in the area of primary education. It is not surprising, therefore, to find that it was felt by many that a schoolhouse would be the most suitable tribute to Sir Frederick. Vere, while writing to his brother Cavendish in 1858 on the subject, clearly shows the different views being expressed at the time:


I have seen Kieran and Brannigan, both are in favour of something educational but especially to leave all to your selection. I think the fountain, your own personal suggestion, desirable. I have thought that as it is the general wish I believe to put up something useful on the property.....a school.......would be very useful and is badly wanting......”

In an earlier letter the preference was for a fountain to be placed in Ardee:

...I can think yours the best suggestion about the memorial namely....a public fountain though it is not for us to suggest to the subscribers unless our opinion is asked. Should it not rather be at Ardee which is most frequented by all his tenants.....”

Ultimately it was decided to erect a memorial fountain surmounted by a statue of Sir Frederick himself. To this end a deputation of his tenants led by Messrs Filgate, Kieran and Milling approached Ardee Town Commissioners in May 1860 to seek permission to erect a fountain in the town. This was granted by the Commissioners without conditions, a measure of the standing of Sir Frederick among the townspeople.


A measure of the respect and esteem with which Sir Frederick was held is evident from the following memorial attached to the subscriptions donated by his grateful tenantry:


We the undersigned, feeling deep regret for the premature death of the late Sir Frederick George Foste,r subscribe the sums annexed to our names for the purpose of erecting a monument to his memory on the “mount of Killany” – his own property. It is probable this “mount” has been erected in ancient times as a monument to some great man and benefactor to his country; we therefore consider it a most fitting site for a monument to Sir Frederick Foster to perpetuate his memory to afte- ages as a benevolent man and as one of the best landlords in Ireland.

Although the monument was not in fact erected on the  mount, the choice of Ardee’s market square was a prominent and prestigious location. The tenants were also prudent in their choice of architect. Their selection, John Murray from Dundalk, was an affable and conscientious man with a considerable practice in the area. Prior to his appointment he was responsible for the design of a number of notable buildings, including Dundalk Town Hall (1862) (originally the corn exchange and market buildings); St. Nicholas’ R.C.Church, Dundalk (1860) and the Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Fieldstown, (1861).

Notes on the Foster Family ––––––– by Peggy Martin

Vere Foster 
first president of I.N.T.O.





Co-founder ? of the Royal Victoria Hospital





Prominent on abolition of slavery





Copy-books





Died in run-down place in Belfast

Home place

Glyde Court

John(?)Foster
Collon. Last speaker in Irish Parliament (cousin)

Stephen foster
Branch of the same family

Mrs Dorothy May (neé /Foster) Died in old peoples home in Trim

“Pattern” in Tallanstown started by Foster Family years ago where the gentry and tenant families all had a day out on the “village green” (beside the “mount” in Tallanstown – deck dancing, bagpipes, stalls, throwing and trying your luck games and all the fum of an old English Fair.

Beautiful stained glass window, Fosters, in Charlestown Church (now closed).

Alphabetical List

of names associated with the make and sale of Irish

 manufacture and Irish products in the 

County of Louth.

-----------

Ardee

Is a small market town on the G. N. Railway, 49 miles from Dublin. It is quite evident that it was at one time a place of considerable importance. The chief industry is agriculture, but some excellent Irish lace and crochet is manufactured at the Convent, giving employment to a large number of hands. Markets, Tuesday, Fairs, last Wednesday in each month. Population, 1,883.

B

Brophy, Gerald, grocer and spirit merchant, The Commercial Hotel

Byrne, Mrs., baker and flour merchant.

Byrne, James, grocer and spirit dealer.

C

Campbell & Co., funeral undertakers.

Campbell & Co., grocers tea, wine and spirit merchants, Ruxton Arms Hotel, family and comnmercial.

Campbell, Patrick, grocer, tea, wine, spirit, coal and provision merchant.

Clarke, D., grocer

Convent of Our Lady of Mercy, manufacturers of Irish point lace, Carrickmacross lace, crochet and tatting. First prizes obtained from the Royal Dublin Society 

Cusack, James, wine and spirit dealer.

D

Dolan, Joseph T., family grocer, hardware, seed, manure, wine and spirit merchant.

F

Farrell, James, barley and white miller, wheat and oatmeal manufacturer, Bridge Mills.

G

Gannon, Peter, grocer, tea, wine and spirit merchant.

H

Halfpenny, Bernard, auctioneer, Charlestown

Halfpenny, J., auctioneer.

Halfpeny & Co., millers and oatmeal manufacturers

Halfpenny, Peter, woollen & general draper, ourfitter, tailor, clothing and boots, Castle St.

Hamil, John, grocer and spirit merchant.

Hann, Owen, grocer, wine and spirit merchant

Hargreave, John, coachbuilder

Hargreaves M.,coachbuilder.

Healy, Patrick, grocer and spirit merchant.

K

Kearney, Thomas, tea, wine, spirit and boot and shoe merchant.

Keelan, Beernard, grocer and grain merchant.

L

Lynch, Thomas, butcher and cattle shipper.

M

M McCann, Thomas, woollen and general draper and house furnisher.

M'Donald, Owen, family grocer, provision, tea, coal, wine and spirit merchant.

M'Donald, Miss, draper and milliner.

M'Gee, Mr., auctioneer.

M'Grath, James, grocer

M'Keever, Thomas, cattle shipper, Factory house, Collon.

M'Loughlin, Bernard, spirit dealer.

M'Nello, Peter, butcher and cattle shipper.

M'Quillan, Ltd. Family grocers, tea, wine and spirit merchants; and at Westgate, Drogheda.

Malone, J., grocer.

Marron, Miss K., general draper.

Moon, P. Auctioneer.

Moonan, Patrick, & Son, auctioneers and cattle salesmen.

Morris, Patrick, wine and spirit merchant 

Mulligan, Mrs. Spirit dealer.

R

Rogers, Richard, woollen and general draper, boot & shoe merchant, lace manufacturer; speciality Tatting lace.

Ruxton Arms Hotel, tourist, family, commercial and posting establishment - Campbell & Co., proprietors.

S

Stokes, Richard, wine and spirit merchant and farmer, Castle St.

T

Taffe, Thomas, woollen and general draper, house furnisher and boot factor.

Taaffe, William, woollen and general draper, iron, coal and seed merchant.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ruxton Arms Hotel, Ardee

TOURIST, FAMILY , COMMERCIAL.

And General Posting Establishment. Livery Stables.

CAMPBELL & CO., Proprietors.

------------

CARS ATTEND ALL TRAINS. CHARGES MODERATE. PERFECT SANITARY 

ARRANGEMENTS. HOT AND COLD BATHS, &c

Advertisent

� Wm Ruxton Ardee House


� John Booth Mullacloe


� Col A Filgate Lisrenny


� Harry Sheills Newtown Darver


� Brabazon Disney Sheills Newtown Darver


� Thomas Filgate Lisrenny


� Oliver Milling Ardee


� Purchased out of a plough from Mr Sillery of Carrickleck, Co Meath


� Joseph Booth Darver Castle


� Alexander Lee of Tullykeel on Col Filgate’s mare


� Capt George Eccleston Drumshallon


� B.D. Sheilds, an officer in the Louth Militia, at the time quartered in Cork





