	Theresa held to her Christian values 



Theresa Kelly, ‘Avoca’, Park Avenue, whose death has taken place in the Louth County Hospital, had been a dynamic and progressive force for over 50 years in the town’s social and community life. 

She was among the founder members of several organizations locally, which over the years have made a significant contribution to enhance the spiritual and secular life of Dundalk, and inspiration for many other organizations to follow. 

Theresa was a founder member of the ‘Armagh Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes’, and ‘Meals on Wheels’ Dundalk as well as ‘Concern Worldwide’ Dundalk Committee. 

Wife of the late Eugene Kelly who died ten years ago, Theresa was the daughter of the late Mary and Thomas Halpenny (McSwiney Street) and was also predeceased by her sisters Molly Lawless, Phyliss Halpenny and Bernadette Moore and by her brothers Tom and Richard (Dick). 

Nurtured by an unshakable Faith, which was her inheritance, Theresa fostered the ambience in her home, which had its roots in traditional Christian values, in which home, and family life thrived. She pursued a galaxy of interests and loved gardening, reveled the challenge afforded by a game of Bridge and read extensively. Eugene, her husband shared many of her enthusiasms, especially her joy in travelling and going to Lourdes annually on the Diocesan Pilgrimage to help in the care of the invalids. 

Convivial, friendly and a warm host, she always strived to exalt the dignity and well-being of everyone and especially those in need and was known for her indulgent generosity. 

Everyone whose life she touched could not but be impressed by her gentle manner which she combined so delightfully with her love of life and people. Her family and many friends have an abundance of cherished memories to share and reminisce. 

After reposing at her home, her remains were received by Very Rev. Fr. Gerard Tremer Adm., and Fr. Padraig Keenan C.C., in St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Monday, 25th March. 

Mass was concelebrated by Fr. Keenan (Chief Concelebrant), Right Rev. Archdeacon F. Donnelly PP, VF, Drogheda (close friend), Very Rev. Fr. Gerry O’Brien PP., Aughrim, Co.Wicklow (cousin), Very Rev. Fr. John O’Leary PP, Whitecross, Co. Armagh, Rev. Fr. Cathal Cumiskey C.Ss.R., CC, (St. Joseph’s Redemptorist Church) and Very Rev. Fr. Eddie Kieran, Blackrock. 

Also present were Very Rev. Fr. Benedict Fee, PP, Killeavy, Newry, Very Rev. Fr. Peter Murphy, PP, Kilsaran, and Bro. Louis Curry O.P., St. Malachy’s, Sisters of Mercy, Dundalk and Northern Province with Sisters from various other Congregations. Fr. Keenan delivered the Homily. 

The Readings were presented by deceased’s daughter Sr. Jean and cousin Richard Martin and the Intercessions by stepson Gerard and grandchildren Eugene, Aiden and Mark. Presentation of the Offertory Gifts was by daughters Rita and Terina, son-in-law Dominic and granddaughter Ann Marie. Niece Marion Halpenny recited the Communion Reflection. Music was by Brendan McCourt (organist), Peter Mackey (violinist) and singers Ann Ward, Frank McDonnell, Jacinta Walsh and Georgina Kehoe. Committee Members of ‘The Armagh Diocesan Lourdes Invalid Pilgrimage’ provided a Guard of honour. 

The Funeral took place to St. Patrick’s Cemetery and Fr. Keenan led the prayers at the graveside. 

Theresa is survived by her daughters Sr. Jean Kelly (Sisters of Mercy, Bethany, Point Road), Rita Reddy (Waterford), Terina (Newtownbalregan) and stepson Gerard (Dublin), only surviving brother Jack and sister-in-law Mary Rose (Baltray), grandchildren Eugene, Aiden, Mark and Anne Marie, nephews and nieces, son-in-law Dominic, daughter-in-law Mary, sisters-in-law Maureen and Etta, cousins, family members, friends and good neighbours. 

The Month’s Mind Mass will be celebrated in St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Sunday April 21st., at 11.30 am. 
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